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UT'l'RODUCTION 

This ~ork is a des cri~tive study of some of the syntacti c 

and lexicol pro blems students face after finishing their 

composition courses at the Foreign Language Department of the 

University of El Salvador. The research aimed at analyzing 

syn ta cti cal error s ; h01.'!8ve r, a fter the da t a Vlere __ analyze d 

l exic a l errors ~er e a lso found . 

The pro blem of errors has long been discussed by those 

Deo~le involved in forei gn or second languag e l ea rning-tea ching . 

~t the 70r ci gn Language DS)a rtQ6nt of th ~ Univarsity of ~l 

S a lv~dor , e rror ~ ~l ay en impo rtant rol e as ~a rt of th e l ea rning 

J ee:: nad e to ana ly ze ,= :-ror s in oreer t o c:i SC USB t" e r ea s onE' 

~)ro :':'1 ci en c.' • 

~s students.the r esea rc he rs themselves , r ea lized the 

communicativ e ~robl ems ca used by the production of error s in 

their speech an d in their ~riting . ~ven nOTI , they do not 

feel comforta ble TIhen writing due to interferenc e from their 

native langua ge an d to the misuse of communicative s trategi e s, 

bo th of which l ead st udents to make error s in th e diffe r ent 

aspect~ : mor~hological , synt a ctic al, semantica l, l exical 

i 



2nd ~honolo5ic a l . 

To con duct thi s res ea rch, the Error Anc31ysis theory was 

used . The r esea rchers have anc31yzed errors detected in 32 

co~~ositions ~ritten by composition students . in order to 

r e co gnize the strat e gi e ~ used by them , uhich produce th e ' 

errors . The ~ain pur pose of this wo rk is to detect errors , 

cl assify the~ and c3nc31vze th e vc3rious communicc3tive strc3tegies 

used . Thro~~h th e error analysis applied in the wo rk th e 

r esea rche r s have analyzed the way these strategies contribute 

to the production of errors. 

In the development of thi s work. some limitc3tions vere 

met . Limited expe ri enc~ on doing r esearch of this type, 

since it is the ~irst ti~e students at t~e Foreign Language 

:!)epc3rtmen t undert c3ke s uch endeavor. Another limi tc3tion rlas 

the l evel of compet enc e in the English lc3ngua ge which this 

inves tiga tion r e ~ uired . A limitc3tion worthmentioning 

is t he fact th c3 t the expect e d numb er of subjects participc3ting 

in t he study :ras 40 . The res ec3 rche rs exne cted to i.1 ork \'.'1 th 

40 students ' compositions , however . th e in s tructors in chc3rge 

of the courses turne d over only 21 of the chosen sc3mple . This 

made the re searchers collect 11 more compo sitions from 11 

different s tuden ts ~ho vere not in the oriRinal sc3m~le . 

Besi de s the abo ve limita tions , even c3fter th e researchers 

ii 



E ~ :~)L~ i _:;0 to t~l'c~ 1..1 . tructo rs abo ut the numbGr of na rds required 

in 8E! ch cO!:I)- o~ i tion , 4 0 _ them reached that numb e r , 28 had less 

'-',fo r ds . 

:.oi-' 8ve r the r esea rc h-c'Ts continued the investi gation and as a 

r esul t 322 ~iG _if~ c~n~ e rrors ~e r e analyzed . This gr aduati on 

~o rk c an~ri sJ8 8 cjantsrs distribut ed as follo~s : 

.~nc 1m:;: (= t 1' ::. :::t. ':' t -:;n'''n t 0 f the pr o bl Gm; this chapt er :pres ents 

th e r c;~so n,:: --:rl ,;i thi c- t 1Jic has be en cho sen by the r e s e arc he r s . 

It ~lso d i scu~ses th e iD~o rtan c e and rel evanc e of this ~ork at 

th ~" Fo r eo,iGn I.enguaS 9 !JeD.s r tmen t 0 f th e Dni versi ty 0 f El Sa l v:3dor . 

sta t s n s nt of hy~oth ese s end subhy,othes e s . Chepte r III , 

~heore tic a l Frgoe~o r~ , cooprises the ackground r esea rC l on thi s 

to~ic . It e_~o ~ i3cllsse~ different cles s ifications of cOLounic ,ti ve 

~rror ~ne lYFi 8 , c o~~ri s C8 tIe ana l ysi s of th e e rror s foune in 

th eir us c . 

orG2niz~ s t~~ inforoa tion t~e r e sea rc h e r s have obta in ed af t e r th E 

8 n ~ 1~ si s of t hs date in orde r to shon Dr ecis e n d signi f icant 

iii 



C~:::t 2 . \-;':1:' ;Jt <e T -{I :!: . _,onclL: f' -ions , pr8sent s th e fin a l ElS,-- umlJtions 

th ~ r ~ ~ ~ G rche ~ G h 8 V ~ c8ncl uded . Fina lly , Cha~t8r VIII , 

Recomrnendations , ~i v ?G sone insi~h t s to oveTcom e this ~ind of 

1JToblefJ . 
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CHAPTER I 

ST_TEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

~he te r m communi cative st r ategie s . as po ssible cause 

for th e product i on of synta ctical e rrors in compositions 

~ritten by students in c~mnosition courses at the Foreign 

La n g u aF,e Deuartment of t he Uni ve r s ity of El Sa lvador, was 

fi r st m e~tione d to t he r esea rchers by Lic. Rolando Labrador. Aft e r 

some v!orking sessions in \'Ihich literature abo ut the topic 

\'las di s cussed , the re s earchers decided to do Dork on t he 

This i dea wa s novel to the r esea rch ers, h o wever, when 

they sea r che d for nore :nformation about the topic, they 

dis cover?d that the r ole communicative strategies played 

in t he p r oducti on of syntactic e rror s ~as a n idea already 

developed by lingui sts , who had rec ogni zed th eir imp ort an ce 

rithin th e 0~~1!sis of students ' e rror s . 

At the Fo r ei~n Langua ~ e Department, a research such as 

this '-'!QuI d prove i ts value. if c a rrie d out \lQ th students from 

the Composi t i on I courses, since st u den ts at t his level have 

a lready h ad fou r semesters of English, and the op~ortunity 

to find out rrh e t h-e r . they \'le re influenc ed on this kind of 

stra tegies \'las uni ue. 



Another re ason which made the researchers decide on 

conducting such study was that they themselves had experienced 

communic a tiv e pro blems due to the misuse of strategies which 

led them to make errors. Nevertheless, it is their opinion 

that there are other factors which may originate syntactic 

errors, such as: lack of motivation, poor attendance, 

discontinuity on the s tudies, etcetera . The main reason why 

the students make these errors i s the use of communicative 

stra tegies. 

As mentioned above the relevance of this work is supported 

by the possibility to give an explanation of a problem already 

stated by teachers and students of the Foreign Language Department. 

Pro fesso r s at "t n& Forei gn Langua ge Depa rtmen t o~ t he 

~nive r sity of El Salva dor have ob~erved t hat 

after finishin g the intensive English courses st udents 

still make errors, some caused by ne gative transfer from 

Snanish and others because of the use of wrong l ea rning strategies. 

This s uppo sition is supported by information gathered 

through informa], interviews with professors James Hacera, 

Maria del Mar de Rosa, Norma de Castro, Maria Teresa Damas de 

Arevalo, Alvaro Suncin, and Gaio Tiberio, Viho have taught 

Composition courses at the Foreign Language Department. All 

the profe ssionals agree that the s tUdents' skills in vriting 
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ar e not effici ently developed throughout the intensive English 

courses of t he " Ar ea Basica". It is important to mention here 

that even thou~h all the surveyed professionals agree on this 

matter each one at tributes this problem to different reasons. 
r ' 

Thus Norma de Castro says that"the main reason why the students 

face difficulti e s in writing English is that they do not have 

enou~h time to be i n contact 'wi th the English language"; Gaio 

Ti beri o says t hat :"the students show such a very poor English 

that t hey have to look fo r support on t heir native l anguage 

when they writ e , II 

The suppo rt to which Tiberio alludes is translated in 

terms of syntactic transfer from Spanish into English, this 

idea is shared also by James Macera, who st3tes tha t "the 

students intend to write in English thinking in Spanish." 

All the s urveyed teachers agree that the application of 

transferenc e i s very commo n among the students. 

Re flec t ing on the way syllabi for the intensive courses 

are l ai d out, Marl a Ter esa de Arevalo says that the " Area 

Basica" emphasize s on the sneaki ng and listening abili t i es 

leaving reading and \'J'ri tinJ2: wi thout any attention. "This", she 

adds, "causes the students I inability to expreffi their ideas 

correctly in writing." 

In addition, the s tudents of the ForeiJ2:n Language 

- 3 -



Department a re allo wed to enroll in the composition courses 

\'Iithout h aving taken the grammar courses. 

Conse quently, th e researchers hypothesize that one of 

the reasons why students enrolled in English Composition I 

f ace difficulti es in expressing their thoughts in written 

form is because t h ey use • -!-' commUnlCOL.lV e strategi e s · 

tha t lead them to ~ake syntactic errors. 

As stated before, t he reasons for this problem can be 

varied but t his work will not deal with thes ~ reasons; the ma i n 

fact is that members of the staff of the Foreign Language 

Department a~ree that the students have problems in using 

the appropriate syntactical structures which on the whole 

reflect a very poor writing skill. 

The difficulties the students have in the upper level 

course s have al so b een discussed in other graduation works, 

for instance Cordova and Trujillo (1987:14) state that: 

" As students of these majors, we have 

observed the follo wing facts: 

After finishing the four stages programmed 

for the ac quisition of English in the Basic 

Area, the students generally: 

- 4 -

- Do not speak En glish 

fluently. 

- Do not re ad En glish 



'very !Jell. 

- Do not ~ri te Zn glish 

~e1 1 enough to satisfy 

t he re nuirements of 

t h i s ar ea ." 

\1s 0 , _)i : z an d If "q::; ~ u e z (198 7 : 1) ex D r es s t hat: 

" The c la i rl of 24 t ea ch e rs s urveyed , 
o ut o ~ t he 25 in the Depart~ent i s 
t h a t t~e students a re not re ady enough 
at the end o f the Basi c Ar ea studies 
to p ursu e s tu di es at the uppe r level 
o f i ns truction." 

An d , La ra 2nd Ea rre r a (1987 : 37 ), who cl aimed t ha t t hey 

had foun d enough sup~o rt for their hypothesis , state t ha t 

!'students do not mas t er the language a t the end of the ma jor ." 

Finally , th e au t ho rs of this wo rk sh a r e th e opinions 

exp r essed by students in their gra d ua ti o n work quote d a bove 

and by p r ofessom at the Fo r eign Lang uag e Depa rtment. The 

a uthors t hemselves feel tha t one of the re a sons why their 

synt ax i s a t t i mes in se cure mi gh t be due to t he nhenomeno n of 

i n te r fe r enc e from t heir nati ve l an g uage . Thi s phenomenon is 

one of the r eason s point ed out by p rofesso r s at the Departmen t 

as being on e of t he possi b l e c a uses for the students ' erro r s . 

Thi s transfer enc e is discussed by t he r esea rche rs as the 

inco r rect use of communic a ti ve s tra tegies . 



The ir~o rt ~ncc of this r eseo rch li es in t he f act t ha t 

fo r mony y eo rs th o c c ~ t e r o f at t enti on i n the lea rninG pr o cess 

h82 been t he te~ch9r , it is only until r e cently t hat this cente r 

of int 8r e2t has shift ed to the s tuden t. It was in th e la t e 

th~t this i riea Ga ined a cc ep t anc e in th e learning 

Dr ocass . This ch~nge occure d mainly because tr ansfo r ma ti onal-

[e:-:.sr::: ti ';e " r .::ec:l c r a nd coeni ti Ve psyc holop;;y sUP"9o rte d a t r en d 

O~R y from a uciolin[ ua lism an d to wa rd make l a n guap;;e t ea ching 

Dore humcnistic Dn d ~9SS mechanistic ( He ndrickson : 1980- 155) . 

This n G ~ tren d Dlgc es t he s tudents ' ~e rfo rm Dnce as th e 

J- t ., '-" . n . , . (07~ 59 ) ,,- J-s\.,a eo. oy G011e11 and ~ooolns _ ./ '/ : : ·.tn r e cen\., yea rs, th e 

foc us in se cond la~guage acquisition ha s been di r ecte d mor e 

to \'Ja r ci the lea r ner th an torra r d the teache r . It 

~esi des , ~end-ickson (1 980 : 155 ) ,. If Go-as 

" These ne i': directi on in l an g ua ge t ea chi nt2: 
a r e pr edua lly changing th e focu s of forei gn 
1 .ngUaR9 lea r ning objectives , in s tructional 
mate ri a ls , and ped a gogical s tr a t egi es . Inst ead 
of e~c'Je ctL_g s t udents t o pr od uc e fla'::less 
sen t en ces in a foreian lanaua£e , f o r exampl e , 
many of todey ' s student s a r e encourage d t o 
communic a t e in the t a ra e t langua~e abo~t 
thinas th a t matt e r to them.1T 

Thi s ch~n~e in directi on i s also a cc ept ed as a shi ft in 

the ri ~h t dir e c t i on on l ang uage te a ching a n d l a ngUa Re lea r ni na 
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nt the 'ni ve r i tv of ~l ~21vado r. Almost all the surv eyed 

1 rofes si on2_ ~ A~r ee ~ith this shift. but t he y also point out 

~ t sone linit a tions f r i ts r ea l implementa ti an . Fo r i n stance , 

thoy al _ say t ha t in a n ove rcro~ded classroom it is a lmost 

tl e st ucents play a n acti ve ro le . The se 

u r OI 2SS10no _ s a lso say t tat i t depends on th e idio s incracy 

8f ea c~: t e sc11S2:' to r.lE:l~e t hi s shift r eal . 

Th e r e?ea r ch e r s believe tha t the Forei£n La n g ua£e 

~epa rt~ent ne eds to channe _ it s e ff ort s towa r ds a student- t en ter ed 

app r oa c h to l e.ncua~e le a rnin~ , r e.the r than foc ussin£ o n t he 

t ea clie r . This s"li ft 0 f er::roha si s 1,7ill nake p o s si ble to reF:erd 

the lear ners ' e rror s as a fun damental Dart of the lear nin£ 

proc es s . 

Thi s pro j ect i s rel e-·- sn t ' ~", cal~ s e i ts :"~esu:_ ts riill 

~ive other r esea rche r s basi s for dev elo ping strategi es or 

techni c ue s which may he l p imu r ove th~ students ' syntax . 

Furthe r nore , thi s tyue of r esea rch had never been car r i ed 

out at th e Language Depa rtmen t of th e Uni ve r sity o f =1 Salvador. 

Fo r the r eason s above mention ed , th e a i m of this ~o rk 

i s to an a lyze s om e of t he s ynt ac tic err o r s students make 

af t e r finishing the intens i ve ~n£lish co urses a t t he For ei £n 

Langua~ e Department . Sinc e t hi s r e sea r ch i s fo cuse d on TIritt e n 

e rrors , the target po p ulation i s t he st udents e nroll ed in ~nglish 

Compo s i t ion I almost at t h e e n d of the f irst t e r ~ of the 89- 90 

a cademic y ea r . 



The r esea rc he r s of this ~ork p r opose the follo~in~ as 

t heir Do rkin~ hypothesi s : 

tt ~he syntact i c e r rors made by En glish Comp osition I 

student s deri ve f r om t he type of communicative strate gie s 

th e y us e . !! 

The a~?lication of c ommunicative strategi e s s uch as : 

Tr ansfe r e nc9 _ Ove r gener a lization , Prefabricated Patterns ! 

Ove r elabo r ation a n d Avoi da nce constitut e the independent 

va ri ab l e in t h i s hy~otheEi 2 , and the s ynt a c t ic error s the 

l ~ ~ rn e r s ma k e ~hen they use these s t r a t egi e s a r e the 

depe n dent va riDble . 

Subh.'1potheses : 

l . !t '!he stude nt r in ~n r.:l ish Composition I a t t he Foreign 

Lan g uage ~epa rtmcnt of th e Uni ve r s ity of ~l Salvador ma k e 

more intra - th a n int e rling ual e r rors . tt 

2 . !!The s tucents of "Sn gli sh Composition I make use of 

~ron a communi ca tive stra t egi es bec a us e of the s t age of their 

interl a n .r.: u age system . tt 



~he b ~ g cti ve t ha t have ~ui ded this research project 

a r e : 

Gene r a l: 

To analyze tIl e synt a ctic e rrors made by the students of 

~n~lish Co~~osi tion I of the first term of the 89- 90 academic 

ye a r at t he Fo r e i gn ~a ng uaRe Department of the University of 

: 1 :alv~do r. 

~o prov e tjat t h e syn t a ctic errors mad e by the students 

of Znglish Composition I are caused by the type of communic ative 

s trate~i es used in thei r interlan g uage system . 

Sp ecific: 

To de t ect synta ctic erro r s in compositions Nritten by 

students of ~n~lish Composition I. 

To cl a ssify t h e s yntactic e rror s into intra- or int e rling ual . 

To determin e "7h ich communicati ve stra t ecy caus~s t h e 

synta ctic e rrors . 

To ~ive some insights ~hy the students of £n glish 

Composi tion I use c ommunic a tive s trat egie s . 
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On th e same trends, Tarone et al (1984:5) also define a 

a communicative strategy as: "a systematic attempt by the 

l ea rner to exnress or decdde meaning in the target language 

in situations whe re the appropriate systematic target language 

rules have not been formed." 

Simi larly, Tarone (lg84:67) says that learning strategies 

are: "an attempt to devel op linguistic and sociolinguistic 

com~ e tence in t he t a r ge t language to incorporate these into 

ones interlanguag e competence." 

This inte rlanguage competence to which Tarone makes 

reference, allows the language learner to convey meaning with 

a faulty command of the TL in Question. In an effort to 

communi.cat e the l earner uses strategies and oft en ' the 

aP91ica tion of strategi~s r esult s in e rrors. 

Strategies of communication have been researched by many 

linguists intereste d in studying the influence these strategies 

have on second lang uage l e arners. Even when there is no 

agreement among linguists regarding the anpropriate terms to 

name the strategies, all of them agree that they are used by 

the learners to convey meaning. 

The develonment of the term "communi cative strategy" has 

run a long way since it was first mentioned by Larry Selinker. 

He sai d t hat th e e rrors mad e b y the l e a r ners of a se cond langua ge 
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~e r e th e pro duct of hi8 at tempts to express his meaning in 

spontaneous spee ch ~i thout an ade qua t e unde r standing of t he 

TL ( Co r der:198L;-- 1 6 ) . 

COH1'iUHI CATIV:G 3TRAT~~GIES 

-.'Ii t h the 1"1o de rn tr en d nhich r e co gni zes the i mportant rol e 

of ~rr o r .' na ly s i s ( ' :1J not onl y in the analysis of errors but 

a l so in th e pr even t i on and prediction of them , pro gres s has 

be en mad e to appr oa ch communic a tive strategies in t he lea rning 

pr o cess syst ematically ; and t6 detect the r elationshi p be t \'Je en 

the learn er s ' errors and th e ap~lication of stra tegies by the 

l ea rn er s (.Sheen :1980- 105) . This phenomena has been studied by 

diffe r ent author s , thus a ccording to Corder (1984 :16 ), Varadi 

\'Ja s the first one to experiment in it. Faerch and Kasper 

(1984 : 21) r aised th e question whethe r a strat egy was a subclass 

of 3 proc ess or a plan , and classifi e d strategi es as form a l 

reduction strategi es , fun ctional reduction strategi e s and 

achi evement s trategi es . Th ey de fine formal reduction s tra te gi e s 

as \'!hen t he l ea rner communicat e s vrith a !treduc ed " system to 

avoi d t he pr odu ction of incorre ct utteranc e s at t he phono logica l, 

morphological , syntactical and l exica l levels . Functional 

reduction stra te gi es , when the learner r educes his communicative 

goa l to avoid a pro bl em. Th ese s tra te gi e s are analyzed in terms 

of topic avoidanc~ , message abandonm ent Dn d meaning r epl a c ement. 

Final ly,the a uthors call achievement stra t egi es t o those used 

when t he l ea r ne r a tt enmts to so lve communica tive 

- 12 -
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l) r obler:.1G thr ou£h th e e :' ~Cl n s±on of hi s communic a tive 
, .. 

r esourc es in t he form of compensatory ~trate £i e s; , 

a ) co de snitching , b)inter:lingual transfer, c)inter-intralingual 

transfer. d) interlingual based strategies: gene~alization , 

p~raphrase, TIord coinage , e) cooperative strategies, f) non­

linauistic strateai es : r etrieval strateaies. (Faerch and 

Ka.sue r:1984- 45) 

On t he same matter , Co rder (1984:16) stated that essentially 

a strategy had to do with the relationship between ends and 

means : he classifie d communicative strategie s in two groups: 

messaae adjustment strategies and resource expansion strategies. 

Hessa fi:e a djustment s trate ,gies are viewed by him as the 

strategies the learner uses adjusting his ends to his means at 

the time to f a ce a difficul ty in the TL. Corder includes 

Topic Avoidance, Me s saae Abandonment, Semantic Avoidance and 

l-1essage Reduction in this group ,Resource Expansion Strategies, 

he says are used when the student facina a difficulty in the 

TL attempts to increase his resources. This aroup include s 

borroyJina . 1an;;mage s vJi tch and appeal to authority. 

Finally Tarone , Cohen and Dumas (1984:6) working vdth 

those earlier assumptions but adding the component of 

comprehension we r e able to provide a framevrork of communicative 

strategies and find examples of thos e ~atterns in the phonological, 



synt a ctic, morphologica l an d lexical aspects. Their 

cl a ssific a tion i s as follo ws: 

1. Transfe r from native language (NL). The negative 

transfer for NL the l earners make resulting inappropriate 

and incorre ct utt e r anc e s. This communicative strategy can be 

observ e d in t he f o ur a spects. 

Exampl e s: 

Phonolo gica l: for [ve:~~] 

MorphologicDl: The book Df Jack for Jack's book . 

Syntactica l: Everything around of me for Everything around 

Lexical: • • • 

• • • 

me. 

during I was waiting for 

while I 'was waiting. 

2. Overgeneralization. The a~plication of a rule of the 

TL to inappro.priate TL forms. Also observed in the four levels. 

Examples: 

Phonolo gical: [w-.J'I Ked J for [w.:> Kf ] 

Morphological: ••• hurted for hurt (past form) 

Synta ctic al: I don't kno w nothing for 

I don't kno H anything . 

Lexical: Exit for success. 

3. Prefabricated patt e rns. A regular se gment of speech 

which is used by the learner v.r:i. thout the necessary kno wle dge 
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of its underlying structure only knowin,.g in \'J'hich particular 

case can be used. This communicative strategy occurs only in 

syntactic l evel . 

Examule : 

Syntactical : " :hat do you doing?llfor 

" t.'.ihat are you doing?" 

4. Ove r elabo r ati on . The learner trying to produce careful 

TL utt erances produc e s utterances which seem artificial and 

unnatura l. This strategy can be observed in the four aspects. 

Examules: 

Phonological : [h uJA t 0..'1 JU J u '-' J 

Horphological: III would not have gone l ! for 

"I vJO uldn' t' ve gone ll 

Syntactical : " That's my foot which you're standinp; on" 

for "that's my foot you're standinp; onll. 

Lexical: Il The people next door are r a ther .indigent " for 

"The -p eople next doo r ar e r athe r poor l ! . 

5. ~~entbesi s. This strate~y occurs only in the Phonological 

fi e l d and consists of the insertion of a vowel when the learner 

is unable to produce unfamiliar consonant clUsters in the TL, 

and in attempts to produce them, he uses schwa vowels between 

consonants, as [sa{a~(.~J for [s{1f(.J:] stray. 

6. Avoi dance. A ~roup of different means the learner uses 

- 15 -
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to ge t around TL rule s or forms which are not yet on established 

port of hi s compe tence. It occurs in the four aspects. 

Examples: 

Topic avoidance : when the learner t ,otally evades a topic 

which re~uires the use of TL rules or forms he is not comfortable 

wi tho 

Semantic a vo i da nc e : when the learner evades the communication 

of content s f or which th e apnropriate TL rules or forms a re 

not available so he instead p1 talking about th e precise to ,Jic , 'l e 

talks about r elated conc epts which may presuppose the desire 

content. 

Anneal to authority: when the learner asks someone else 

to heln him vdth a difficult TL form. 

Paraphrase: when the learner rewords a message in an 

alternate, accentable, TL construction, in order to avoid a more 

difficult construction. 

Messa ge abandonment: when the learner stops in mid-sentence 

because he runs into difficult TL forms. 

Langua~e s vdtch: when the learner carries a . native word 

or expression.unt~anslatad, into the interlanguage ut terance. 

- 16 -
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CHAPTER IV 

THE .STUDY 

This study is eminently descriptive. To accept or 

r ejec t the hypothesis proposed the researchers have analized 

syntacti c a l erro r s me-de by the students enrolled in En~lish 

Composition I course a t t he end of the first term of the 89-90 

a cademic yea r at the Forei gn Langua~e Department · of the 

University of El Salvador. 

The ~ a rget ·populati on of this course wa ~ 95 s tudents • 

. The sBmJ?le selecte-d WAS 40 students. To choose them the 

researchers follo wed this ·plan: 

1. Arrange the list of student names in alphabetical order. 

2. Assi~n a correlative number to each student's name, 

from 01 to 95. 

3. Select the random number table~ which would serve as 

basis t o choose the sample. (See Anpendix B) 

4. Sele ct the columns and the ro ws at random from the 

number table to decide a starting point for the 

selection of the numbered students. 

5. Raffle the position of the 2 digits in the whole number 

nhi ch ,_ woul d be taken as the basis to assi~n numbers to 

the subjects. There was a choice 6fselection of the 
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t'::o d i;~i s at t he ber;in .ing or the t'.'/O in the mi ddle , o r th e 

th " ones ~,t th e end . ( > ch number in th e tables is made up of 

5 di r,its) 

The r esult of this sele ction process produced the choice 

of s e con d column and ro w 36 of r a ndom numb er t able 1 , and 

th e f irst t~o d i F~ts of the column ~e r e t he ones consi de r ed 

in t he selection . The r efo r c , the s ubj ects selected correspond 

t o numb e rs 4G, 41 , 04 , 18 , 52 , 32 , 19 , 70 , 52 , 15 , 54 , 01 . 12 , 39 . 22 , 63 , 

76 . 37 , 08 , 51 . 46 , 64 , 5h , 20 , 60 , 13 . 50 , 68 , 23 , 42 , 89 , 86 . 55 , 47 . 43 ,78 , 

59 , 91 . 72 , 80 . 

The r esea rch ers asked Comnosition I instructors to gathe r 

compositions ~ritten by the sample students selected . At this 

point the students ~e r e almost at th e end of the course and they 

The r e we r e some factors which made imposs i bl e to follo~ 

t . P 'Y'''OCC ;? ?, '?CCl r'?t,.., ~ J .The r ese8rche rs we re abl e to collect 

only 21 conuo sitions from 21 students in th e chos en sam~19 . 

':.1ith the purpose of increC3sing the number of sUb ,iects of study 

th e research ers coll e ct ed 11 mor e compositions : but t hese 

co 0 · t' t' f th .. I 'ol e ""1 r ' "0"'''-' mp Sl l ons '::e re no parl: 0 e o r2.. {~ln&_ SS 1,. . , ('~ l ~! .. ",l ~ 

'.' . ' 
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After ga thering the dompositions, the researchers 

arranged them in alphabetical order. A code was assigned to 

each composition, and 328 errors which were considered 

s i gnificant ve r e e xt r a ct ed for the purpose of this work. 

The nex t step TIas t he classification of errors, this 

classifica tion was done based on the taxonomy presented by 

Dul ay , Burt and Kr ashen (1982:166). This taxonomy is as 

follo ws: 

II Omissions 

Omission of Major Constituents 

Head noun 

Sub j ect 

Hain verb: has 

Direct Object 

Omission of Grammatical Morphemes 

Preposition: to, on, in 

Articl e :the 

Short plur al :-s 

Long plural:-es 

Auxiliary: do,is,are 

Auxiliary: is, am 

Copula: is, am 

Pro gressive:-ing 
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Regular ~ost Tense :-ed 

Irreg ul a r Pas t Tense: fell, came,ate. 

Thi r d Person s ing ular 

Infinitive Marker: to 

Additions 

Double Ha rking 

Pr esen t I nd icati ve 

Regular pas t 

Irregular nas t 

Direct Object 

Simple Addition 

Third Person singular 

Article: a 

Prenosition: in 

Overregularization 

Reflexive Pronoun 

:;:-egul a r Past 

Third Person s ing ul a r 

Archi/Alterna ting Forms 

Auxiliary: doe s /is 

Prepositions: at/to, on/in 

Subject p ronoun: he/she 

Possessive Pronoun: she ,she's/her, him's/his 

Nega ti ve : no /not 

Quantifiers 
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IIi SQ r de rjn u: 

Aux in s imple nues tion 

Aux in embe dded tue s tion 

Adverb II 

CLA~SIFIC) TIOH PROPOSSD BY THE R~SEARCHERS 

Th e r esea rche r s introduc ed some mod~f~cations according to th e 

n atur e of th e e rror s ana lyzed , a s a result th eir t axonomy i s as 

follo ':ls : 

I. Omiss i ons 

1. Majo r Con s tituents 

a . Ve rbs 

b . Subje cts: To un or pronoun 

2 . Grammatical Hor:ph emes 

a . Pr epositions 

b . Ar t icl es · 

c. Plura ls 

e . Reg ular Pas t Tense/Regul a r Pa s t Pa rticiple: ~d 

f . Third Pe r son Singular Inflecti on 

g . Inf~n~ ti ve Ha r ke r "to" 

h. Possessi ve Fo rm: 's 

3 . Pronouns :: Cb .i e ct Pronoun 

II . _'\ddi tions 

1. Double Marking 

a. Direct Object 
f --'BLIOTEe 
l··' • 

TRAL~ 
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b. Present Indic a tive 

c. ~uxili a ry Ve r bs 

d . Subject 

e . r egative Form 

2. Simple Addition 

a . Ve rb in an adve rbial phrase 

b . Articles 

c . Pr eposi tions 

d . ltdve r bs 

e. Ha rker "to" after special verbs 

f. Possessive Form:'s 

3 . Compound Addition 

III. Hisformations 

1 . Over re~ularization 

a. WronR use of verb forms 

a .l Addition o f the +..,.; ",,4 person sin;rular infle ction :.,...:...:.~..:.. ' ....... 

a . 2 Addition 11 ed" in irregular past/past participle 

a . 3 Addition " e d't in infinitive verbs 

a . 4 Addition "e dit to a noun 

a . 5 .A.ddition of flI NG" 

a . 6 Omi ssion of flI NG" form 

b . irong Formation of Words 

b.l Plural s 

2. Archi/Alternating Forms 

a. Use of 'rong form of "be" 

b . W¥'fJng 1.1.8e of modal a uxili aries 
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c. Pre"posi tions 

d . Pronouns 

e . Adve r bs 

.co __ djec tives .1 • 

!! . Demonstratives 

h . Conjunctions 

i. Intensifi e r s 

.i . ?ossessi ves 

k . Articles 

3 . Poor Lexicon 

a . Verbs 

b. Nouns 

c. Adverbs 

d. Adjectives 

e. Quantifiers 

f . Prepositions 

R. Conjunctions 

h. Adjective Phrase 

i. Noun for another g r ammatical element 

j . P r eposition for another element 

k . Adjective for another element 

1 . Ve r b instead of a noun 

m. Adve r b instead of anothe r element 

n . Literal Tr an sla tion 
o . ConfuSing th e subj e ct for an obj e ct 

I J . Mi so r dering 

10rd order of constituents 
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2 . SubJ-e ct/ lerb _ order i n ' . ~ J 1 . 1 e_~eaasc nomlna_ cl a us s ., 

3 . Adjective~Joun Or de r 

h . I~ternal 1d7erbi a _ Ph r ase Or de r 

T.le -=: rror s -.'fe r e cI a ssi fi ed in 1+ £:el1e r al cat eF;o ri ss : 

Omis s i on •. ":.ddi tion, i.Jisfo rmeti on an d Hisordering . The Omi ssi on 

error s ~ere subclassifi ed as Majo r Con st~tuent Ooissions . ~her e 

th e £Tc udent Q~l:i t s a v_~ t j l element · of a s.en t Dn ce l'Jithout \-:.1i:Ch 

the senten ce i s not understood; Grammatical Morpheme Omi ssions , 

vhe r e t he students omit elements that do not affec t the me aning 

of the sentenc e , in othe r wo~ds , th e resultant sentenc e ~s 

~rammatically incorrect but it can be understood ( Dul ay et al: 

1982-155): and Pronoun Omissions , which deals with the omission 

of pronouns . 

Errors of Addition we r e subclassified as : Do uble Markin~ 

Additions, Si mnle Additions, and Compound Additions. Double 

Markin~ errors a r e t hose i n which t wo i teMs rather than one 

a re ma r ked for t he same feature (Dulay e t al : 1982-1 56) . 

Simple Addition , when -n item anpea r s where i s not necessa ry 

for a well- formed sentence ( Dulay e t al : 1982- 158 ) . Compound 

Addition, whe n t he students hav e add e d ex tra ond unne cessary 

elements to a sentence giving the i mpr essi on of r edundancy and 

ne edless repetition . 
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i1i s forma tion er r o r s O,'!hic 1 Gl r 8 su 'oela ssi fied in to thre e 

place a r e~ule r ma rK e r in stead of an irregul a r one ; Archil 

llt~rnatinE ~or~ s ~here t he students select one membe r of a 

c_ ess of f o r ms to r epr esent thg entire C_ 2SS ( I ulsy e t al : 

19a2- 1~8 ): and fin al ly Poor Lexicon , a c a t ego ry sug£ested 

by the r esearchers of this ~o rk Dhich reflects th e l a c~ o f 

vo c abula ry t he students have in the tar ~e t l a n gUaRe . l~chil 

Alt e rnating Fo rms a n d Poo r Lexicon may seem a little s imilar 

b ut IThile t he :irst one deals mainly Dith g r amma r qualiti e s 

t he latter corresDon ds to a l exical or semantic quality . 

Finally~ Hisordering errors which are t hose charact e rize d 

by th e wrong pl a c emen t of a grammatical element. These errors 

are di vi ded into five cat egories : Word Order of Constituents: 

C:'u.'bJo ec+/! e _r'b O_r' dA _r' _i n.. ° , - 1 
IJ v - en be cl (~::: (' !leGine _ c12uses ; Ad jective~~o~~ 

Or der : Internal Adve rbi al Phr ase Order : Adve r b Word Or de r. 

Aft e r classifying the errors , t he r esea rche r s s tudied 
1 

a n d an a lyzed each e rror t o infe r which stra te gy originat ed 

these errors . Thi s 10rk i s be ed mainly on the classificati on 

of strategies gi ven by Ta rone, Cohen and Dumas (198 4 : 6 ) 

al r eady explained i n Chapte r III . HODever. a wo rk su ch as 

thi s c a nnot b e limited to one classifi c a tion~ Therefore t he 

r esea rch e r s added t ~o more s tra tegies , sugges t ed by t heir 

advi sor, False Fri e n ds a nd Si mpli fic a tion. False Friend 
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consi s t s of t he use of an Znclish Do r d that has a morphological 

and phonologic al simila ri ty ~ith a Spanish Dord but 

di:fer in me aning : 3ifflplifis tion i s a kin d 0 _ Lvoidanc e , Dhen 

the stud en ts havinI; th e al t-?L. :::-:': i 'Ie to use a comul e~: s tructure 

they prefer to uSe the eaLier ~ay ~ithout h _v~n g ~n rn~n d 

nhich st~ucture houl d be the ~ost appropri ate to achieve 

meanl' n t!l" ;n ~ r r ~r~rl:::t.' i c "'~ J'1 C01, ·,, ":>,'t ,.' ''''' - .... ? L.. ...... r _ l... .1..-- . ....... _ ...; _ _ . , ___ ...... '. J , ... . J • 

But in the suecial cases in ~hich t he au tho r s TIere not 

able to de t ermine wh~ch strat egy , ~f one , th e st~dents had 

been II 1 • • •• .. unl~norm Orl ,Rlrl l'
• 

Ano ther aspe ct that i s mentione d ~ s the distinction 

between interlingual and intralingual errors. For instanc e , 

errors originated by Trans feren ce and False Friend strategies 

a r e related to interling ual errors : in other wo r ds , these 

str a te£i es pro du c ed error s due to th~ influence of the learne r s ' 

native language . On the other hand , the othe r st r a t egi es , 

Ove r generalization , Ove r elabo r a tion, Prefabri ca t ed pa tterns, 

voidan c e and Sim~lificati on are relat ed to intra lingual errors. 

These strategi es cause er r or s VIi thin th e str uctur e of the TL 

i tseJ.f . 

As this wo r k i s based on errors , it is developed through 

th e t e chni ques of Error An alysis ( ZA ). The ~mport anc e of ZA 

i n se con d language learning has been st r essed by different 

lingu~sts, amo ng t hem Sch a chte r and Celce- r1urcia (1980 :120 ) 
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TIho exp ress that : 

l' _ ~ ca r a f u 1 s t a dy 0 f a 1 a r g e co:' pus 0 f 
errors committ ed by speake r s of t ~ e 
~ourc e language a tt emptin~ t e~ur 8s s 
+ ],0;'1'""' 8 1 'J r::.s l n +'nr:- ta r :7 e 'c' 1 ::1'[1<711;:; '" "" """'0 ,.; dec:: ,-, __ -, __ u _ ..... _ v_-' r _ ........ .Lh __ '-"" .. -':! ~ - ....., 

f ac tu ~l ern piric 8_ da t a -ra t he r tha~ theoret:c a l 
sue r. lation fo :;.~ (~9.' el o:1in2' -3 ' s;;rlLJb loS or a 
mod::; l of s ec on d l ans u.::;!ge acr::ui si tion .!! 

: ven thou£h t he ~ur]ose of t his study i s not to develop 

a -~llabus or a Doci~ l o f se cond lanc u~ ~e lC8 rnin~ , tu t to 

detect the }:i nd of communica tive s tr t egi e s 'h ' , 
':!HlCn lead 

learner s to ::::_!J. in the stUQY 

i s of gr eat value . Schachter and Cel c e- Murci a (Ibid;123) 

also discuss th e signi ficance of errors sta ting , tha t : 

" ••• errors can be significant in thr ~ e \'ays : 
(1) t hey tell t~e teachers ho w far the learner 
has COffie and iliat he still must lea rn; (2) 
t hey give th e r esearcher evidence of how 
language is learned (: . e ., stra tegi e s and 
proc edur es used) : ( 3 ) they II 

The methodology for t his BA encompasses th e following 

phases : 

1 . Collection of da t a from t he s tu dent I co~positions. 

2 . I dentification of syntactic errors. 

3c Classific a tion into err or typ es ( omissions , additions , 

misfo rma ti on~ m:sordering ) . 

4. I den tific ation of th e soarc e of arrors (communicative 
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str ategi es) . 

5. Identification of tl1e .r 98S of difficulty in th e ~lJ 

(i den tification o f st ructures affected ) 

7. ~~t?~~i?~ if t : e e rr O ~ 3 ar e tnterlinguel or intralingual . 

Th'3 ] r OC9c.ur e by ·\·,'_licL e _~ tL e informa t':"on i s measur ed 

is tlle I:J.easur e of c e~trsl t en d~n c.'7 called t he _-_ri thmetic 

Nean , ~hich consists of the arithmetic ave ra~e of the ra~ 

s core s . SUrI sc ore- pr oduced oy the sub . · ec t ~ of 

a:rl G. di visio n of t hi s -u~ ~y t: e number o f subje cts 

gi ves as a r es ult t he bal anc e poi nt or a r ithoe ti c mean . 

In t hi s TIork t he scores are r epr esent ed by t he quantity . 

o f synt a ctic error s made by each subject of t he sample . The 

sum of t~ese scores is divided by t he nu~be r of subiects ; 

t he r esult, the arithmeti c mean , i s sho r'iD i n : "b a bIes i n .Chapter 

VI . 

Throu~h the comDa r i son of the ob t ained a r ithmetic means . 

the r esearche r c ~c r e a Ie to c nclud if th'3 h- )othesis nd 

s ubhypotheses crpr e aC ~ ~Dt 9 d or r eje ct ~d , i f th ~ J ~_ ~ e itr ng 
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Thi s cl~pte r Jom)ri S9S t ie 3. 81y s i s of tae e rrors found 

in th e a t a coll e ct ed a n d ~hi ch ~ e r e cl a ssifi ed a ccor d~nB t o 

th e t a xonomy a_ r eady men tion ed . Thi s analysi s e xplains th e 

possi ble s tratepi 2s t~e ~ tUG'2 :1 ts u :. ed ·;.'~icn l ead t hem t o rna '_ e 

e rror s • 

.i-..l.'1 ast e riK next to a sentence O ~ ph r ose indicates that 

it is not g r amnatically acceptable : it is necessary to e .-plain 

tha t i n t he classifi cation of e rrors s o me times on e same 

sen t enc e , i n c luded err ors which c o uld be an a l yzed under di f fe r ent 

cete;::oriss of O"Y'~OT's ' s; nc'" on'" of' +h", T\" ""'po~"'~ o.I>,L t .; ~ -no.~o a "Y'c 'n ..... __ - • _ _ - __ - '-"_ .. _ .!' ...... _ _ '-'....... __ ..... ...... _ _ u"-' _ ... 

i s t o analyze e ach error separately , these sentences ar e 

r epea t ed accor din~ to the numb e r of e rro r s they c ontain . For 

instan c e t ake th e fo l Io :rina: sentence : 

• • • I going to do all my home works • •• 

The first e rror to be ana lyzed i s t he omi ssion of th e 

a uxili a ry verb : t he symbol 0 in di t es it s omission . Thus the 

sent enc e has b een classified as fol lows : 

Or-Ii ssion 

1 . Gr amma tic a l Mornhe mes 

. u~'iliaries 

33) * • • • I 0 goin~ t o do all my home7o r ks ••• (C3) 
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But t he sentenc e includes anotne r error that is th e 

sdCi tion of tne T.l l ural r.lor-Jheme ma r ker i f Ii t o plur l i ze a 

l'iisfOrE13 tion 

1 . Overr e~ularizati on 

b . "-'r on;::: fo r matic 0 f ·::c ::.~ c'.s 

b . l . Plural s 

136) -;+ ••• I goin ,£' t o do al l F.!y home':lO r l_s ••• (C3) 

T~le ~n .... e :clined :?ert 0: t he sent e:~ce i nai ca t es t he e rror 

det ect ed . The resea rc~er s present i n this c~ap t e r not only 

the wrong s ent ence ut a l so t he ri gh t a lternative , correcti ng 

ea ch time only the error analyzed in th a t ca t ego r y ; so for 

the first e rror t he righ t al t ernative is: 

. . . I am going t o do all my home~orks ••• 

Not i ce that t he addi t i onal flS" still appears i n t he 

sentence , ho~ever ~hen t he second error i s an alyzed th e 

• • • I goin~ to do all my home';lo r~- ••• 

~a ch sent en c e has been assi ~ n ed 8 numb e r i n t he ~ene ral 

classi f i cation (s ee Appendi : C ) and it has a cod e in 

pa r enthesi s ~hi ch corr esDonds to t he i dentific a tion fo r 
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ea ch s tu dent in t h e sa~Dl e . 

It ~ ~ n e c 0s sary to ~snti on t l 3 t t _2 a i m o f t i s s t u y i s 

n o t t o i _- ~o V J t he studen t s ' s tyl e i n ~ritin G b ut to a n l yz e 

i s L e r ec son -, hy t ilS r e a ci e ~ ma y find t ila t some of L e c o rre c t 

a lt e rn a ti ves pro~osed ~or som e of the fr agments coul d still 

73 ) * ••• so on I f el t a ~ain in my a r ill ••• (V3 ) , f o r 

••• soon I faIt pain in my arm ••• 

Of course th e sentenc e would be better liKe this : 

• •• s o on I f el t 2 sta b -o f 1Ja i n i n arn •.• 

Fin a l l y , befo r e a n a lyzing the e rror s , the resea rchers 

~oul d like t o e xpl a in th a t not a ll th e s ent enc e s in APpendi x 

C a r e di s c ussed in t hi s ch a pt e r . Som e times . t~o or t h r ee 

r e p r e s ent t he ~~ol e c a tego _y or c las r
: c ons en uen tly. t he 

r e se a rche r s n a v e cho s e n t h e mos t r ep r esen t a t i- e e rrors in 

ea ch c a t egory ~hich exemplify a communic a ti v e st r a t e~y us e d 

by t_c s t uden t s . 
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I . OJ:1i ss ' ons 

1. N jo r Constituent Onissions 

~hes e e rror s in~_ude o.is ~i ons of verbs , au~iliaries or 

B . Omi~sion of - e r bs . 

~rror s of tii v type col_ e cte d in the data do not seem 

to have been ori gina t e d by th e app ic at ion of any o~ t he 

1) * the realthy peoule accused this place of 0 

t he RLleI'rilla ! s 

. . . the \eal t hy ~eople accused t his place of b e ing 

the gue r r i lla ' s house ••• 

4) * . ~ . later the teacher 0 at me ••• ( ~3) . fo r 

• •• l a t e r the t ea che r lo oked a t me ••• 

The e rrors made in 1 a n d 4 do not have any trace of 

transf e r f~oo th e students ' nati-e lan£ua ge . This is a r g ued 

on t he g rounds that S9ani sh , as any other l an · ua~e , needs a 

ve r b to expr e ss i deas in s ent ences. They are not attributable 

to an overgeneralized rul e in the ~L eithe r . H01ever , i t i s 

important to s ee th - t :n many of the case ( see \ppendix C) . 

:h t appears to be omi s sion of a oajor conGtituent could have 
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been caused - y :) 11-:. e a ~Il 'roe a bulc, ry l e 'iel . :Lzamt)l es 2 and 3 

b31o~ illustrate t~ e case of infi nitives funct i onin as 

obj ~ cts in coo~l ex ~entence s . 

2) * •• • SODe of thes e ~eo~l e tri3d to convinc e our 

pa r ents to Ki 7e u"9 our i dea (C2) , for 

••• some of these peonl e tried to convin c e our 

par en ts to make us give up our i dea • •• 

3) * •• • asked him permi ssion 0 for the court • • • 

{ C2 ) . for 

••• asked him fo r h i s consent t o build the c o urt •• 

Con sequent ly , the autho r s have not a s signed a definit e 
I 

strateKY in these c ases ; other f a c t o r s not analu zed i n tLis 

~ork contribute to tne s tudents ' p ro duct i on of e rror s , fo r 

examule stress , tired n ess , ne r vousness , et c ete r a , on part of 

the subjects . Th Ge e rrors have also been classifi ed as 

e rrol' S 0 f unl.:no'.'m origin . 

b o Omission of Gub j ects . 

Con c ernin g subject omi ssions e:amples num e 1' 7, and 1 0 

a re consi ce r od ty pical exa~~1 8 ~ o f T1' nsfe r from t he NL . 



7) * . . . l t urn e d a r ound ny head t o see Dna ~ 

':.'as ••• (_\1) . for 

. . . I tlrne d a r ound oy heed to sse TI_O i t TIas •••• 

2.0) " . . . t~1 en ":18 beRen to ·:I2. L;: to La Ca e rn a del Leoi1 

.-.- .... -.., . - . 
' " _ J 

. . . 

In t~1 e L :o c ases aoove , the n onrefe r ential iIi til has been 

omitt e . Ev e r y nonelliptical sentence re quires a surface 

subject in Engli sh . Spani sh does not have this re quir ement 

(Cel c e- Murcia and Larsen- Freeman: 1983- 280 ). 

On th e othe r hand , examnles8 a n d 9 belo? TIe r e p r oduc ed 

because of Ove r ge n e r alizati on . The students have o'" e r gene r a lized 

t he rul e \iliich st a t es t hat in conjoin ed sen t enc e s the majo r 

constituents c a n b e delete d . The p r oblem lies in the fact tha t 

the s tudents c,i d not r ee li z e t ha t this del e tion i s possi ble 

only i f th e majo r c on sti tuent is r epea t ed (Celce- l urci a and 

La ~sen- Fr eeman : 1933- 302) . ~xampl e s 8 and 9 shOTI t ~o 

diffe r ent sentences joine d by a co n junction titl a diffe r ent 

h ead n o un for ea ch one . 

- 3L}- -



S) * •• • I net a ~:i en d tl e ~e ~ho kne~ everytl in£ and 

· .. I ~!!et a 

s1': o3 t o l e . e 

· . . lat er , a t e ache ~ call ed the ~r0 0~ in Dhich I 

· . . later , a te a cher c alle~ the grou~ in Dhich 1 

ents :' sd int8 the • • • 

Char t 1 . 

l-'Iajor Constituent Er rors Summary . 

11 jor Constituen t ~rrors SL ateg:; __ -']"")li8 0 'T um~ e r of =r r or s ! 

a . Ve r bs Unlmo·.-m 6 

b . Subjects : l-oun or .:. r Ol1oun Tr ansfer 2 

Q-i C I' .r8 11 2 

'.i.OT_'-L 1 

2 . Oni scion of Gr amma tical Vo r ph en e s . 

Thi s c at e ~o ry r e f e r s t o the Omi ssion of e lements 1hi ch 

are not vi t al t o t he total compr ehensi on of the s entence . For 

methodological pur poses this ca t egory TIas subclassifi e d 

-z,-
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a cc or ding to t)e element omi tt ed . 

a . O~i s sion of Pr e~osi ti8ns . 

t tis e ~"'ror . 

11 ) - ••• about ou~ c OLr tshi u , bu t the~ i ~ not aRr ae 

)0 be ca us e . . . ( 'j \ ~ r ___ ) , 10 _ 

a _ • abo ut our courtshi 'J . but t _,-ey di d not 8Rr ee 

on l ~ tecause ••• 

. . . \'ie arri ved >0 _-1.ma- ula a and pa i d 0 t he tickets 

. . . ( D ~) .C' ~c. , .Lo r 

••• we arrived a't Ama-;:J ula-oa and paid for the 

tick e ts ••• 

The numb e r of pre~ositions in En~li sh i s g r ea t er th an in 

Spanish : mo re over, in Spanish sometimes pr epo sitions a r e no t 

n e cessa ry t o the tot a l comprehen s i on of a sen t ence . Example : 

the meaninp.; does not vary i f soneon e says "yo he vi vi do aoui 

par 5 8nOS ll or '!yo he vi vi do aqui 5 an os" . r one ver , more 

t ha n transfer, th e er r or s in examples 11 and 14 may b e 

explained by t he lack of e.peri ence of t he subje ct s with 
'. 

~nglish verbs ac companied by -parti cle s such as " agr ee ':Ii th", 
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l! ~ rri ve att! an d other s . ~xam-qle 16 s ugges t s poo r J.mo ,·/l edge 

of t he n eed of a pr eposition ~ith verbs o f moti on s uc h as 

!!go" , '."hen t he :JIBc ,," menti oned i n t he sent enc e i s de fini t e e 

2 6) * ••• T ~9 Claed t o ~o ~ Ciguapilaua ••• (VI) , for 

••• I de ci ded to RO to ~ ih uapiIa~a • • • 

::::;--a r1"91e _ 2 shows t he omi ssi on of li on!! nhich mi ,Q:ht be 

attributed t o the US9 of avoi danc e TIhen t he subje ct do es not 

f e el sure aeo ut t "le corr ect pr eposition or by l a ck of kno l'lledge 

on t he ma t:ter. 

12) * ••• it was 0 August 10, 1981 ••• (L2), for 

••• it 'las on August l O., 1981 ..... 

b) Oni s sion of Articl e s . 

Two po ssi bl e r eason s may exulain the omission of articles; 

one r ea s on may be t _a t t he s tu dents t r anslate d lit erally from 

t heir n ati"ve lan,gua g e , t ~_i s c an be s e en in e :{BL11J l es 18 . 24 , and 

25 t ha t can be exnl ained thr ough Tr an sfe r enc e f rom ~nani sh . 

18 ) * ••• I n eve r ,Q:onna have 0 boyfri en d ••• ( A4 ), for 

••• I n ever .e: onna ha ve a boyfriend 

, 
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24 ) * • • • I was 0 employ ee ••• ( S2) , fo r 

· . . I Das an em~l oyee •••• 

25) .. · . . I s aD in 0 dire ction rrhe r e I live ••• ( 5 2) , fo r 

••• I san in t he dire ction ITher e I live ••• 

Spanish and :Sn glish use a r t icle s diffe r ent ly : besi des . 

Suani sh sODetimes omits th e us e of articl es i n c ases nh e r e 

En glish does not (Celc e- Murci a a n d Larsen- Fr eeman: 1 983 - 171) . 

Obviously . t he s tr a tegy nhich students oft en use i s 

Over£sneralization. ~xam01e 1 9 beloVl is a c ase of 

overgenereli zation c oncernin,g t he use of the indefinite 

article where its presence makes a difference in meaning , for 

example. The students seem to have overgeneralized one rule 

over t he other . 

19) * • • • abo ut some c omplai nts from }J n e i ,ghbo r s VJho 

• • • (C2) , for 

· . . abo ut some comDlaints from the nei .ghbo r s v.rho 

• • • 

:Sxample s 20 , 21, 22 and 23 shm'! a c e rt a in kin d of 

incon s i s tency Dith t h e use of defi n it e a rticl es i n En gli sh , 



sir.c e oot~ _ an~uc~es need ~te use of a rticles . 

20) ~ • •• a tire had exnloded an d he could ston against 

o ~~~ck ~al_ by t he r oad ••• ( Gl), f or 

• •• a tire had e ~:ylo de d and he coul d sto\) aga inst 

a t hick D 11 by the r oad ••• 

21) .". • •• s o I de ci aed to stop )J t axi c ab ••• ( G2) , for 

· . . so I deci ded to' stop a taxi cab ••• 

22) * • • • finally , ~ afternoon went down ••• (R2) , for 

••• finally , the a fte r noon went down ••• 

23 ) * ••• finally , ¢ next day we came • • • (Sl) , for 

••• finally , the next day we came ••• 

c . O~issi on a£ Plur al s . 

Thi s ca tegor y r e f er s to t he omission of the mornh eme 

IISfT in plura l nouns . It is difficult to dete r r:1ine the r easons 

the studen t s ~1a d to i'!ri t e the nouns in singular form even when 

the nouns wer e a cconpanie d by plur al d e termin e r s ~ verbs or 

auxiliari es infl ected in plural form . Exampl es 26 , 29 and 32 
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i l _ lls trate ti1i s ~)O i 11t . ~hese eI'r''Jr s 1':.-L gtt :Je do! sc~ss~d in 

t e r ns of ]honolo ,...icel trans f e r from the studen t s lTL "jhich 

c an a lso be t r _ n ~ f e red i nto t le 0ri tt en fo r m, because i n 

i s i llS 

of ·~ 1~ ~ 
I •• d l '';; r~u~ntifi s r 5 : !l e ll , thr ~e , ~ l'ot:: 

mal..-; n.6! 

• • • a l_ the students :lere making 

f o r 

• • • 

29 ) * ••• three frien d0 and I went to ••• ( Gl) , for 

••• t h re e f ri en ds and I went to • • • 

32) * ••• I saw a lot of bat¢ and rat¢ ••• ( /1) , for 

... I uo. d a l ot V ..i.. • • • 

d . Omiss i on o f Auxili a ri es . 

This c a tegory has to do ';lith th e omission of a uxili a ri es , 

nhich a r e im::,Jo rt an t \'Ii t hi n ::':n t2:1ish Rr amt.1 a ti cal s truct ur es , as 

Ce lc ~ -l1urci8 a'.ld La r sen - :?:' e8 L'l 2n (I bid : 22 ) indicat e v/hen t h ey 

- 40 -



82 '-/ : 11fT1 c ---:nfdi "11 '[ er a lI8 S f:1e n~' poten t i a l a u:dli3ry element s 

t}wt must be accouLt 8d :: r iL tile 'Jhr ase structure rul es . :1 

~o~eve ~, SODe stu~e~ ts oni t thi s rul e . as in exaopl e s 37 and 

41 : 

34)* ••• I 0 going to do all ny ho~e~orks ••• (C3) , for 

. . . .L 8 Cl gOin;::: to do all ill.Y home':!Ork s ••• 

41)* ••• I 0 sc are d of it and r an to the gat e .c~ ( S2),ror 

• • • T .'las sC3red of it an d ran to the ;,;ate ••• 

There is no logical explanation ~hy the students have 

produced sentence nunber 34 because at this level there is no 

doubt that the student s must ~'10 ~'1 this structure: moreover , 

this error has nothin.G: to do \'Ti th the influenc e of th e Span'; sh 
I languag e . beca use in Spanish "habert1 and "ser 0 estart1 

function a e au~ili a ri es also. Ho~ever, exa~ple 41 mi ght be 

due t o t he use o f t~ e stra t egy of Avoidanc e . be ca use the 

student having t " e al te r"oti ve to use three differ ent l)a rticl es 

a tteched to t he ve r b tlsc ar e !! ( ge t. becone , be ) ;:311d being 

inse cure of \'Thich to choose , he t ends t o omit them. 

On th e other hema , e::am'oles 35 to 42 '.'lith th e exception 

o f 41 ar e due to a s i mplification strategy. 2nelish gi ves t 'fO 
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alt en 12 ti vsc, to ~ :: - : r r;:::s -) I' S 2 2~1t c· r . -

school . . . 

.-,-...l.. • 
.. :;:; , - V' • 

.J.. l1811 , 

••• rJhe11 I ',Tras si :~ :lears l::hen f:1 mother had sent 

me to schooL ••• 

e. Omission of Regular Past Tense/Past Participle: Ed . 

This tY""Je of s.r-=-or ':m:;llies th e omi sr:: j on _.f th e suffi.z 

t ha t , - , "L. r anSIO rns "L...::.e tens e o f a verb ~ It rra s difficul t 

to es t abli sh the r easons vhy the st ude nts omitt ed t hi s 

inflection be cause in every case ther e was an antec edent 

1.'lhi ch "D r ovec, tha t th e students ':re r e thiny,ing in si npl s "9ast 

ue rf ect . =~u3.mDles o f t~l:"S error a r e sent ne es :rom 43 t 50 

e~c e ~tin~ 45 , amon~ t heu t he nost r e,r esen ta t ':ve a r e : 

, ~ ) .. 
L~ J """ ••• t hey Rot convince0 ••• ~ ' l) f \.. "__ , or 

J.. '. 1 
~OG conVlDcea ••• 

h '7 )* , ( • •• ~:.:e C 1 .... 058 ':· C .. 

( 82 ) , for 

- 42 -



• •• ~e crossed Oakl an ~ ~:i dgs and p~ cked u~ ••• 

~7 en ~Den t he a utho r s of thi s r e s ea rch have l abe l ed these 

e rro r _ :3 S " unkn0 1:m ori p;in!l: t_1 e y infe r t ha t p e r hap s phonolo gical 

ni s f o r f:1at i o:_ S OLl l Ct ~::ns o ccured . Fo r i nstance in examp l e 47 

t h e st udent Do ssi blv does not r e co gniz e t he so un d that marks 

the di f f e r enc e ~at0een t he ~r esent and pa st fo r m of a v e r b . 

Pe r haps . this i s a kin d o f phonological tra nsf e r enc e , because 

t h e s tu dent ' s n a ti ve lang u 2gs phonolo gical c omp etenc e dOes not 

he l p h -i rJ. to establ-i c: h t he diffe r enc e b e t'cveen t hose SO UIl ds. 

tlo rteYer, s i nce t r.ci s r e s ea rch is ba sed in '.7Ti tten c omposi ti ons 

the resear~her s have no ~ay to de termine t h at theSe e rror s are 

due to pronunciation mis·takes. 

On the other hand ,exampl e 45 could be originated by 

tra n s fer ence as t he st~dents' a s o ciation of the En~lish lord 

!'inv ent!! to t he s panish one "invento" . 

45)* ••• t h ey we r e invent0 from the old ••• (C2), for 

••• t h e y ~= r e inv ent e d fro m t he ol d ••• . 

f. Omi ssi on of Third Person s ingula r infl e ction. 

Only t ':10 e :~3rn.tJl e s of t his t:lDe of e rror r,re r e found 
. 

curiously t hey we r e made by t he same student. Notic e h07 

thi s e rro r has be come , ~7st ema tic in the s tudent ' s competen c e 
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e l though he !1aS studied t he :=n .e:lish lenE:u82:s :or fou~ 

semeste r s . 

- 1 ).;.:- - .£' .- 1 - - ri. r-T 1 ) )_ . ••• l ... a t1an l_·~ e :u me ••• , 1. , for 

if a man like s me ••• 

52 )':+ ••• because he neecl0 t o kno'.'! ••• ( n) , for 

••• beceuse he needs to kno'.'l ••• 

I n the l)rociuction of these sentences , t he stucient hes 

probably overgeneralized the seconauart of t h e g~ammeticel 

rule that states: 

HThe :pre sent t ense is eX .Jl..lCl T;_y marke d in 
t he case of third person singular subject 
nouns : 

.tie 1.ialks t o school 
or expr essed imrylicitly with e lack of 
ma r king for ell the other subje cts: 

I 
Yo u 
They 
.!~ e 

';'la l k to school 

II 

(Gelc e- I'!Iurci e and Le rsen-Freemen : I bid- 22) 

E: . Omission of Infinitive Harke r ntol: . 

Gonc erninR t hi s t yne of error, transferenc e mi ght be the 

ce use for error s l i ke 54 and 67 beloTI , be ca use Spani sh uses 

infl ection r a t he r t han ~article s t o mak e i n finiti ves . Ce lc e-
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;·Iurcia and 1 E r sell - ? r eeman (Ib~ d : 434 ) ex~~ r ess t hB t tHis error 

n ay also be due to t he : , ~ •• and fr eQuenc y of oc currenc e in 

=:ng1 i sh contri bute t o t h e ',Jr ob lem ~:3L/::::; FL l earn e r s hav e \'!i th 

=nglish ccm~l en2n t s in gene r a l and infinitives an d ge r unds 

i l1 Farti eul e r . t : 

5~ ) * ••. on e o f th em de ci ded not 0 continue ••• ( P2 ), for 

57 )* 

••• one of them de ci ded not t o continue ••• 

· . . 

• • • 

- - .: ~ n 0 "- .:::. _ -~, :: ",," d. _~ ~, o"e ..,Lt", ...L c 1 1." '-'''--' ;::;; =J "Q f _ 
'~T2' ••• I, v ) , 

it is not · easy to ride ••• 

for 

h. Omission of t he Possessive Form:'s. 

Onl y one 8Xartr?le wes fo-und ~7hic"b. describes this e rro r:" 

I neithe r had a driver0 license ••• ( 82) , for 

• • • I n eithe r had a driver's licen se ••• 

He r e , t he s tudent ha s ove r gene r a lize d t he con cept o f 

an adjective , t he element of spee ch t hat denotes a quali t y of 

t he noun ( Cha l r: er: 162) • In the sen t ence above t he 'No r d 11 dri ve r ll 

i s no t qua1if:'! i ng the 'lo r d "lic en se :: but 'Ooss essin l2: it . 
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Chart 2 . 

Gr aDma tic 2l Mo r Dhern e ~r~o r Summa r y . 

s tra t eGY L::rnl i ed :Tuob e r 0 f : rror s 

a . ? r eno siti ons Unkno'.'lD Lt. 

'T' r an s f '3 r 

f.._vo i de 11 c e 1 

b . _":. r t ic le s U 111-:n 0 "111 

Tr ans f 8 Y' 3 
Over iZ en 2 

c . Pl ur a ls Unkno'.-m . 4 
Ov er~en 3 

d • .. tl.u:d.li ori e s 2 

1 

, Si mnlif 7 

e . Re gular Past 'j"i~ n "" ~/P ~ "" .!.. _ _ _ .... J..,.; _ _ C1 a...; L., UY'~1m o'.:;m '7 

Participle : Ed Tr an s fer 1 
• f. Third Per s on ,singul a r Over s:en 2 

f!: . 1n fini tive Marker "to" Tr ansf e r r- I ::> 

h . Pos s es si ve Fo r m: 's I Over gen 
I 

I -
TOTAL T 48 i 

3. Omi ssi on o f Pronouns . 

Thi s ca t egor y compr i ses th e omi s s i on of t he diffe r ent 

"7J ~on.oun s tha t mi ght O CC UT i n a s en t en c e . Ho weve r .,. in t his 

r ese ·3rc J.1 onl y ooj e c t J r ono un omissi on ne r e f o un d . 

Obj'3 c t Pr ono un . 

Sent enc es fr oQ 59 to 62 a r e examples o f t 2i s type of 
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o ~ n ~~at~ve tr a~ s f G r . 7 r inst2ncc : 

~J )~ •• • t hen . I t a l ked to t he s alesDoDan abou t the 

~robl eo anci I 3~o ~ed 0 the r e c ei pt ••• ( C_) , fo r 

t ~l~ed t o the sal es ~oman obo ut t he 

-or obl em an d I sho ~ed he r the r e c ei pt . . . 

s tu dent s have a bout t~s verb system in En~li sh , be ca use 

t hey do not di ffe r enciate those ve r bs i'rhi ch n e e d an obje ct 

fro m the one s '."!hi cr e.o not . ~!Ji s third cla s s o f Omi ssi on 

error s yisl~s t hese r esults : 

Chart 3 . 

Pronn ....n Omi Rsion Silr.;ma -ry. 

I 
Pronoun :'.::r r o r s St r 3t egy A:puli ed _Tumbe r of Error s 

Ob j e ct ~Jronoun Tr ansfe r 4 

TOTAL 4 

I I . ~~_ dd i tions 

Thi s ca t egor y has been s ubdivide d into th r ee s ub- ca t egori es , 

Do ubl e 11a r lci nz , .3im-:)le ll.ddi t i on an d ·Com:oo un d 1\.ddi t i o11 . 
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1 . Doubl e Ma rkin~ =rror s . 

These a r e error s in ~hich t he studen t prit es t~o it ems 

instead o f on e fo r the same f ea tur e . 

a . Direct ob j e c~ double ms rkln~ . 

'The t':ro e :: 3 (r;::: ~ e s belo ','J mi rzht ha '1 8 been 'P r od uc ed by h !o 

~ ossi b1 6 ca uses . :~am l e 63 , for inst anc e . ~as pr oduced by 

079rgen e rali~a tion : 

6~)* ••. he asked me to be hi s ~irlfri end an d I a cc ent ed 

h · I .,) .C' 
~ ••• \_ ... ..1_ , .Lo r 

• • • he asked me to be his girlfriend all-d I accepted 

• • • 

The sturleRt must have ovar£ell-er~lized the ilEe Qf direct 

objec t s with transi ti VB ve rbs in all inst an ce s ; however, it 

coul d be possible tha t t he student m~ de 2 l iteral tran sla~ion 

s t the en d o f t:,.'? Dhr .9se of t he sE.lvadorean di al e ct idior 

On th e othe r h~nd . exaople 64 seems to be th e re~ult of a 

fi2;.ed 1)8 tt ern (to ok it) int erna lized by t he student . Other ':Jise 

t he sourc e of t hi s error cannot be cl ear ly expl ai ne d . 

64 )* ••• all t he subj e cts t ha t I to ok ~i ... ( Al) , for 
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• •• a l l t~e subj e ct s t ha t I took ••• 

b . ? r e s ent indic a t i ve doubl e ~a rking . 

In t he s ent enc e b G lo~ th _ s tudent )as ma de us e of th e t~o 

po s sibl e alt ern a tive s t o D a r~ the nr s s ent in d~ ca ti ve form . He 

la s ove r ssner ali z ed the s r ammatica l s truct ur e f or i n cludinf 

the au:xi l i a r y " cloes" . '2:'1 e :. eason for thi s · confusion 'Jas 

pro bably t he '.-.Tor e. 11" !h8 t 1
! ':ihose m.ean.i.ng m.ad..e UlB .stu.d..e.n..t t"' -e 

t he sent enc e to be int erro ~a ti v e . 

• •• , 11 0 \7 rami l~! too, about h -i S l _if e ,. h -i s 

wo r k v/hat doe~ he like to do .. .-. ern) , for 

••• knOVl his family too, about his life, his 

work , wha t he likes to do ••• 

c·. .il.u~ - -j l i &.ry var b double ffi s rkinp; . 

66)* ••• th e Dorst i s that this youth that is in front 

of the t e l evision s et , don't have r ealizing tha t 

· . . . ( =:: 1) , fo !' 

••• the rfO r s t i s tha t this you-th that i3 in f=ont 

of th e t elevision s e t have not r ealized tha t ••• 

The student di d not r G CO~nl Ze 
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~ tructur 8 in s t e3d of a 

~hi s ty]e of 6 _ ~o r i s oa de ~h en t ao l sa rn e r ca nnot r e cogniz e 

thet tl e Ft r uct.u l' e t 3il1~ L1.S 3r_~ !1 i3S a suhjec t 2l r e2dy , t hen by th e 

oversene ~ ? ~i zatiaTI 

67)* . . . QiJ. t3 l C 
---: _1 ~ ~ _ 
'J -L '....L ~V U l S . . . ( ~ c: \ 

\ r'.. ..,i j , IO.r 

.-•• rJa tcll.ing r1usic videos i s a rI8 s te ..... 

e. Negative Form Double Marking . 

The strategy a pplied in these errors is Transference . 

j r 
.. _ 0 stated by Celce- Murcia l S 

possible t11at in so~e l ang uages , incJ_u ding Spanish, dou~hle 

negation i 8 corr e ct, "also many lang uage s allo w multiple 

negation in one sentence, \iliich if done in En gli sh usually 

~roduc e s non- s t anda : d s e ntenc e s , su ch as :'1 didn ' t say nothing 

to no body ' rl . 

69 )* ••• she sa i d if nobo dy did not give me ••• (C3) , fo r 

••• she said if no body gave me •• 

The fir st cle8s of Addition erro r s sho~s these r esul t s : 
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.Joubl e l:a rkins T~rr o r '::; umr.1 c3 r:l 

::umb e r of :-:rrors 

e . Jir '3 c ~ _ b ~ sct 1 

? r s f e 1) _ i c a t e d 1 

]. 

c . Au-:ili .:J r .y '1 '2r bs Ove r .qen 1 

d. Sub j e ct 2 

0 iT eRa tive Fo r m ~ . Tr:ms f er 2 

2. Simple Addition ~rrors. 

This category describes the errors t he studen ts make when 

-they a dd extra &n.-d unnec e ssary el ements to the s ent enc e .• 

a . Addition of "bell in an adverbial phra s e . 

7]J'~ ••• I de ci de d .!..f"\ 
l-v s tOy a t a xi cab an d liv e d t he 

'Dl a c e as s oon ?os nr,qQ ~c SSl 0 .1 e f n--.' fo r .. .... 1 ....... • . . ', 1..':"<":' ) , 

•••• I de ci ded to Gt op a t a:i c ab an d l ea ve t oe 

El a c e a s so on as possibl e a o • a 

-'-s s t a t ed b y Cl e _ :\:e r (189 ) many phra s e ~ an d cla use s 
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OC CUDY the position of an aave r o in a cl a use or sent ence , and 

have t he same me aning as a sin~le a dverb . Then, by the 

influe nc e of their n ative 1an~ua~e some st u dent s produce 3 

s entenc e l i ke t he o n e above . 

b. Add ition of Ar ticles . 

This tyne of e rro r is usua lly ma de because of Ove r generaliz a tion 

in the use o f articl e s. Howeve r. the r easons why t he students 

choo se this st r ategy may be va ri ed . For instance, take ex ample 

••• We crossed the Oakland bridRe ••• (G2), for 

••• we crossed Oakland bridRe ••• 

It i..s observed that the s:tuderrt has f-arF;otten t-he sp-ecific 

rule of article usage with proper nouns. On the same matter 

Cel ce-Murcia and Larsen- Freeman (lbid:174) say: 

"Proper nouns wh ich include nersonal n ames , 
~eographica 1 names and some other minor 
categories . also pose a few s~ecial problems. 
They are a1 layS de f inite yet with excention 
of a fev instances (e . g . The Hague) th ~y do 
n o t take the de finite a rticl e in the singular 
unl ess the sneaker i s be ing extremely emphatic . " 

Eve n \'ihen in En glish the expressions lithe Gold en Gate 

Brid ge ll o r tt the Bay Bri d.~e tt are common to native s peake rs, 
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t . e stude~ts ex ceut in sueci al cases do not kno w the existenc e 

of these expr essi ons but they must definitely be awa r e of the 

above rul e . 

On t he othe r han d , ~a r t of t he s t uden ts ' ~ro b_ em in 

sent en ces 72 and t hose i nclud'ed from 74 an d to 78 is to 

di &t~ngui3h nass nouns fr om count nouns . C~l c e- Aurc: a an d 

Lar s en- Fr eeman (I~ li c~ : l72) comm ent about this : 

" ••• a ve r y i m-oo rtant f acto r in corre ct 
articl e usage-i s t he lexic a l classification 
nou::s i~ to ma ss ... .ts . CGun t. Tl: 4 ,~ d~ st~ :: ction 
becones p:'obl er.1atic for many :SSL/~FL learners 
·si_ cs although most langua ges make us e of l~ , 
wha t is countable and what is mass varies from 
l anguage to lan~uage." 

72)* ••• I neither had a driver l iC ense nor £Q insurance 

to pay ••• ( G2) , fo r 

. • .• I nei the r had a dri verJ S lic ens e nor. en ins uranc e 

to pay . . . 

,." ) "'" (' !.f- .. •••• we c an r ea li ze about many i nteresting things 

'.ihich do not exi st in our country f or instance , t he 

t e chnologi c a l •••• (HI ), for 

••• we can r ealize about many inte r esting 

things ~hich do not exist in our country for instanc e , 

te chno l ogical ••• 
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· .. lli last 6t h of AU.i2: ust ther e :las a sunny mo rning 

· .. ( ,,12 '\ ~or 
! " ) , 1. 

••• l a ~t 6 ~~ f ~ Ugust there ~as a sunny morning 

76)* ••• 1 ' 1_ invit e hi!il to my house to have ~ lunch or 

", 0 
r; u l ne ::' ( 

'T 
• • • - I ) , for 

••• I I II invi te :.im t o my house to have lunch or 

dinn e r .•• 

'77)* ••• next , I lost the cont r ol of ••• ( V2). for 

••• next, I lost control o f •••• 

78)* • • • soon I felt lZ. :pain in my a r m ••• (113 ), for 

• •• soon I felt pain in my a rm •••• 

c . Addition of Pr epositions . 

It has be en observed in this study t hat when th e students 

add a pr euosition to a sent enc e , they are transfering s tructures 

or lexical items f r om Spanish into English . As sta t ed by Cel c e-

Murcia and Larsen- Freeman (Ibi d : 260) Znglish preposition s in 

comuarison ~ith othe r lan~uages a r e a bundant an d complex . ThBir 

usage is r estrict ed by many rul es , for t his reason t he students 
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t end t o _ook for sUDPo r t in t. 9i~ ~ativ e lan;;:ualZe . , This t heon' 

i s s upporte d by th e fo l lo1.'linp: se::."t snces : 

fo r 

. . . I kne~ t hat she ~ou: d di e any mom ent 

. . . I a sk 'G.. 1f nei g-h ba r s ..•. 

85 )* ••• 1 tol d t o my boss ... / ....... -, 
\ ~ cj , for 

••• I told my boss ••• 

d . Addition of Adverbs . 

Adverbs are th'3 -pa rt of s~:Je e en which ,. ~ moallY verbs , a dje ctives, 

and other adverbs: mo r eover , th ey modify the whole sent ence 

adding to it various aspects incluain~ mann e r , time or pla c e . 

However. s ome times t he s tu dents use adverbs ~hen they ar e not 

n eeded only :,ri th th e pur pose of using e.-tra 1."lo r ds in t hei r 

s ent enc es . 

87)* ••• an d deci ded t o look for a pla c e ~here to have 

br eak f as t •••• ( RI) . for 

+ (""\ l ("'Ir'I . ' v V __ v __ 
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e . Jl..d di t i on of l·la r ke r Ii to ll af t er sne cial ve rb s . 

The r e is a s~eci fi c rul e conc e r n ing the use of t he 

pa rt~cl e II t ol l in t h e infini ti ve fo r m 0 f ca u s i ng ve r bs . li The 

i nfini ti 'F e -:li :'l~ out II t o n is u3ed foll0 1.li ng ve r bs of cousi n.£: 

1 l ' 1 ' II (- " ' ht d II . 1 1 S UC.1 9S _ e 1: , .. s D , ma~""s , se s , an a ... . r~F: an J_c g~ _ vray : 

195) • 

C 8 ~c e - l· l urcia ana Lars en- Fr eeman I ~ ~ • ., I."'" "" , 
to. 1 Ol a : LtOU ) 8ay : 

!! ••• m..ake Ein d have , t i1iO of the more c ommonly occ urring 

c a u sa ti:v e ve r bs , hO l'lever, take comDl e me nt s witho ut 'to '. lf 

Throukh out tr~s inve stigation, it h as b een o bs e r ve d t h at 

seme studen± s do not follo w the rule above: the students tend 

to overgeneralize the use of the particle lito" with the 

infinitive form of every verb. 

e - •• ~ ! e v/ouldn I t l e t t hem t o dest r oy 1.'!hat \'Ie 

for 

••• we '.70ul dn' t le t t he m des troy what we ••• 

89 ) :f.. 0.. th e y mak e yo ung ~eopl e .l2.. be c ome d rU B: use r s ••• 

( H3 ), fo r 

,. ... t h e y make y oung peop l e be come drug use r s ••• 
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90)* ••• PIe r ea lize d that th a t kind of activity let us 

to make a st r ong e r a n d lasting ••• (R2 ) , for 

••• ~e r ea _iz ed t ha t th a t k in d of a cti vity l e t us 

ma~e a Gtronger and lastinE •••• 

f . Addition of Possessi ve Form : 's 

Sentences ~l t o 93 in th e data a r e examul e s o f 

Oil e rE: en ex a li-za tiOIL. 

91)* ••• yo uth ' s ~ay ••• ( ~l) , fo r 

• • • youth wa y • • • 

9~) * •.• rock 's music ••• (El), for 

••• rock musi c • • • 

93)* ••• the neighbor~ood ' s hous e s ••• eEl ), fo r 

••• t he nei ghborhood houses •••• 

The student has ove r g enerali z ed the Dossessive for~ instead 

of anplying th e comp ound Dora fo r ma t ion p r o c e ss of an ad jecti ve 

plus a noun . The -rul e S8.'?S t ha t no possession cen b e po ss-ible 

amonf life l e ss thin~s . It i s intere s t i ng to see ho1,'/ thi s kind 
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of error i s systematic in t he int ern al vi s ion of th e ~L o f t he 

student ~ho as ~ade these error s . 

i 

I 
I 

The second class of Addition err or s Ei ves t hi s da t a : 

Chart 5. 

Si mule Addition ~rro r Summary . 

T 
~ ~ m~lp ~~ ~ l·~~ on ~rror ~ I v_~ ~ _ _ ~J ~ v _ ~ ~-- ~ I s t r B t eg~T A'JDlied I IT umbe r of 

I 

a . tr Be IT in an 
?hreSe . 

I 
!j d" e r 'c.'; ~ 1 I 

4 _ v .J.. Cl .J..1 
; 

..., . ": _.J.. .................. ...J.... c '-" I 

Preyo si tions 
I 

c. I 
I 

d. Adverbs 

e . Harker "to" after 
s pe cial \erbs 

I . Po sses-5i ve Form-:' s 

3 . COffinound :.ddi t i on . 

Tr ansfer 

,'"'-- ...... '7"'- ....... -
''..J' 'v' c ..... ;.:.. -=:;~ i , 

Transfe~ 
! 8 . 

Overelab I 

Over gen 3 

Over Ren 3 

TOTAL 23 

The last class of e rror s of Addition i s t~e addi tion 

i 

of ~o r e than one unn e cessa ry element t o the s ent enc~ . Sent ence s 

h e. 1 (\(\ l O? l fl}, ""' 0 t h O r'\ + :JC ' ..L 'J V ~ .-L.. . ' -1... ...... ,. a ..L. ...... J. .L ...... ill,-,S"", r epresentati "'fIe of t his cat egory . 

••• ,:J t t he moment of dinner time ••• ( A3 ), for 
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• • • at di nner t i ne ••• 

1. 0 ) * . . . t he ~i rl t at ~as se lli n R the s ho e s ••• eCl) , 

f o r 

••• t he c l e rck ••• 

10 2) * ••• sne c alle d an n a sked our names ••• (C3) ! fo r 

• • • she 
, , , 

C8. l...l.. e a t,ne . . . 

-, (\ I. '\ * 
..L V Lf/ ••• the £uy who was drivi n g • • • • ( G5 ) , for 

••• the driv er ••• 

The se e rro r s s h o TI t he influe n c e of Ove-r e la bo r ati on . The 

s t u dent s p r oba bly vrant t o e X!J i ni t a g r e a t amount o f l exical 

c a p a ci ty gi vi n g t he i mnr e ssi on of r edun d a n c y a nd poo r kno wle dge 

of g r amma tica l e leme n ts of sne e eh . 

Co mp oun d Addi t i on . Uillille r y 

Compo un d Additi on Er r o rs s t r a t e gy Appli ed ~umbe r of Er r ors 

Compoun d Ad di tion Ove r e lab 22 

TOTAL 22 
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III . J!i s fo r ma tion 

The thir d cate~ory or errors sho? the use of the wr onR 

f orm of a mo r~hem e or struct ur e . In t he se errors t he students 

. ' " . , 0 , ., . . l ' / .'1 1 ' , . .,., suodl Vl ec ln~o : vs rre':';U .l. 3rlZc3"Clon , l".rcnl __ "C e rn a"Clng l' or ms 

c3nd Poo r lexicon . 

1 . Overr e~u1 9 riz9tion . 

t hi s ca se , c3 r egula r mar ke r is use d inst ead an 

irre~ulc3r one (Dulay , 3urt and Kr ashen : 1982- 153 ) . ~his 

c a t e~o r~; co~prises error's concerni~~ t:le ~8ng use of verb 

forms an d iTI'ong fOTmation a f words . 

a . WronE use of verb forms . 

a . l Addi tion of the thi r d person singular inflection . 

Th e student over generalize s the use of t he third pe rson 

singul ar mo r 1)heme ma r ke r (s) fo r veTbs . 

Il t: )* I took him to ••• and tells th em about . . . 
Un ) , fo r 

I took nim home t o ••• an d t ell t hem abo ut ••• 

a . 2 J\.ddition of " edl! in irregul a r past/pDst particiule . 

The s tudent does not distinguish r egular from irregulc3r 

ve r bs , so i n hi s attempts to form the past or p as t participle 
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h e gg n er a lizes t he rule t hat says tha t t o tran sfo r m in f initive 

ve r bs t o Das t or past pa rti cip_ e it i s n e c essa ry only to add 

;t ed ii • Resul ti_ F: sen ten c es like t hese : 

1 ~ r. ) "- . -.J..1. ( , ••• rJ. an} ~)as3enger s '.'le r e hurt ed •••• (=2 ), f or 

• • • Many nassenge r s ~e r e hurt . . . . 

11'::·) * ••• ".7e felt SOf£18 "C11l11iZ r ar e that fli ed ar ound_ us .•• 

. . . we f elt something rare that fle 7: aroand us ••• 

a.3 Addition !led" in infinitive verbs. 

Contrary to the above case, there is also the unnecessary 

addition of the !fedl! :i1ornhene narker as ::'n 119':' 

119)* ••• not n ecessary to cal l ed the police . . . (G2) , for 

••• not nece ssa r y to call t he polic e ••• 

Al though t h e nhono l ocic a l aSDe ct i s no t inclu ed in t hi s 
- ~ -

~ork , an expl ana tion to thi s error maybe the s tudent has 7rit t en 

the ~a y he hears: 
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a • h .',- d cii t i on II e ci II t o 2- noun . 

This ca s e is s imilar to the l a st one , in sent ences li~e : 

1 20) * ••• I ':: ad an 8"0i18 "O,s,/ ;;. t;t ocl: :: d ••• C-U~ ) , for 

I had an ejil eDsy a ttack ••• 

121)* ]: tol l.. b n 
'I o.y S8Lf S 2. re':ra r d_ a t :J..9.r .... 

( C3 ) , f o r 

• • • I tol d by myself as a r er!8 r d c"C he r . . . 

. 
It may be inferred t hat the students have learned the 

possibility of a dding "ed" to a , verb or to an adjective, 

t hen why not to a noun? It maybe possible too t ha t the 

stud ents have i denr..Lfi ed these ;."'Jo rcs as 'v"a r bs gene~al i z i ng 

the Dossibility to add lIed l! t o verbs . 

a . 5 Addition of IIINGlI 

~hen th e s tudent ~rit e s sentenc es usi ng t he 

prohressive fo r m in s t ead of th e si~ple past o r present forms , 

pe r haps he hos no cl ea r de finitions of ~hich form ma y exnre ss 

t heir thou h ts be tt e r . Simple ~r esent form expr csses habitual 

or iJ e r!:1an ent ac tion s in th e '9Tesent. gen e r al t imeless truths , 

D~y sic o l l arrs or cu s t oms ; on th e cont r a r y , presen t - - , p ro g r essi'l8 

t 
. . J.... J.... • • 4- • eApre sses an even Dr D C ~l on , ~em"po r a ry aC~lVl~l e s , actions 
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:~l so , 

s i inDl e p a s t forme: s t a t e 2. de :::ini t e s ingl e conpl e t e d svent or 

( 01 r- ~ _ .I ...... -J... .., _ 

_ ~ccor din~ t o t Lic:- e X1Jl anation i t i.'!Oul .. be ea sy t o s t Gt e 

t ha t the s tuden t s h a ve follo~e d the st r a t e£y of ove r gene ralization 

~hen ~riting t :.es e s entenc es , bu t th e au t hors con s i der t h a t 

these errors a r e ~ ue to t~ e ~ay Sa l vado r e an Snanish i s used . 

Speal\:e r s have tile t enden cy to overuse this tense; 

these sentence s a r e literal translation from Spanish to :Snglish . 

-122)* ••• During: I w'as waitin£ , I was drinking: coffee • • • 

( A4). fo r 

. . - . :!hi_e I waited I dr ank coffee ••• 

123.) * ••• sh e ~:J2.S talkin£ too much ••• (C3). for 

• • • she t a lked t oo ouch . . . 

a . 6 Omi ssi on o f ftI I'G !1 a fter prepositions . 

These e rror s have been ma de be cause of ov e r£en er a liza tion . 

There i s a r ule that s~ ~ s that afte r a prepo sit~on the v e r b 

should be ~.~I~i t ten in ifI IIG" forlil . 
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il r::': e otl '?r Gou r ce o f r:: s run c1E (not inc luding 
t }~E l c; :~i cal~;:'2ti lJ11 of Ge r unr:s 88 110l1ns c. n cl 
cor:l-.o'.nc1 ~1 0 un 3 - e . g . ic c ska ting , r oc,cinlJ' 
cl1air) comes in :::;ent enc es th o t 8re embedded 
follo':.'in[ J :?r 8 ~Jo;;i tion . i : 

( C8 1c 2- i1urc i 2 .::'l n a L-'3 rs en- Fr e eman : 1 )33- 440 ) 

_.j :: r:: ':; tlli s : 

fo r r e t ujn ••• ( Gl ) , for 

••• ':i _ 8n '\' e ~1ac. to pr epa r e for r 8 turnin~ ••• 

"h u . o f 

b . l Plura ::" s 

Another Ove::'9gular::'zation erro::' i s r elated to the Ilrong 

\'lo r d formation proc ess , speci a lly llhen transforming a singular 

noun to its ~lur a l form. ~xamples from 133 to 135 ,138 ,139 and 

! 42 ~tich illust r at e 

1 -z:::) .;r LO "0 "ll 1"1 '" (1(Jrlo'·iO l~ l . ~. ( n -:-; ) .. ~ .",,' _. • •• L.. 1.... (' ... . __ •• • j __ . _ ' .. _ !.':- .. -:: ."., \J _ , , f o r 

"',. 
J. '. " l'.C l. .. :'.:, -

.!" • ., " 
, t . • 

· 'C , · ... :_. " ,: ._ . ~: .': ' .: - stuclents 

l1 ave " ' . .. - <"\ . ... . .... \ '.. ...... - ......... , ... -= ....... 1.. __ _ ~ ........ ,... _ . 
_ . . 1 ", , ' ' 1 ~ , .. :.. .. 0.' _ _ 11...,., ' ; t ;1 GSe rJo r ds are count noun:; 

in Spanish , out the closes t It erna tiv9 i s ov e r gen er alization . 

_~not le I' ca se i :3 1.'!hen t he s t _ldent s 'DluI'21ize ud j ectives , :!hich in 

-:-::neli sh nev~r~ suffBr t he in flection of Gonde r , no mat ter if they a r e 
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7 , - ~ inf _u cn cc 0 f SjB11i s11 many students 

do ::l o t 3PTL Y t hi s r ul e a n d make \'3 rrOTG like t ~ e follo':Jing : 

- ..., h '-:.:-
J_) - · . . tl: ese t e 19'li s i o!l£ se t 

• •. t Il e t e l s -ision sets • • • 

• • • i n m ~ -i n ,.,'; +", 
... . ~ • ...- • I _ - -- v. j of C E!5C S e r e fool an d f a l ses •• ~ 

( :;-O l '\ "'" 'Y' \. ~ ....:... ,. , ..L '-' . 

the majo rity of 8ases a r e fooli sh and felse ••• 

In example 136 , the l e a rne r rJas c ompeiLied t o make the 

e rror because r egul a r nouns a re inflecte d in t he plural form, 

and. he did not r ealize t hat in this case "televi sion" '.'Jas 

performin.&-: 85 a .. a d jective . 

I n senten c e 141 the r e is a curious c ase n r o du c e d by 

ove r gen e r alization : t he s tudent h as generalized tha t t he ~hrase 

" mor e t ha n on e " hes lJlur a l meaninp: so he has fo r g n ~ cp;:r e ;3IJSnt _-

ad din£: II sIT to "O_ur a li ze a -:;o r d t hat r:mst be in s in f:ula r f o r m. 

1 41 )"" · . . students f a i l mo r e tha n on e s ub je ct s d uring 

· . . (PI) , for 

••• students fail mo r e t ha n one sub~ec t during •• 
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Overre~ul~ ri3a tion : rror :unna r y . 

a . ~r on ~ G ~ 0 : ~ e r j forms . 

a . l Ac.d i tion of t Li r d 
D9rS0l1 3in{2 u1 2:' 

a . 2 !~dGi tion II edl! i n 
irl''' '? .C~8 !, -],::st/'- 2 s t 

a . 3 il.drli tion l ~ ec~ii i n 
in f i nitive ve r bs 

a . 4 AdCition !led l
! to 

a noun 

2. 5 _dd.ition 11IHGl! 

- - -
a.6 Omission llING!1 

after special verbs 

b . ~r"'on,e: Formation of 'o~ds 

b . l Pl~al s 

Overgan 

Overgan 

Over ,-.en 
I 

Transfer 

Ove rgen 

I Tr ansf er 
I (l,. TO""" C7 0"Y) 
I ....., \I ...... .. h -"''''' 

TOTAL 

2 . ~rchi/~lte rn a tin Fo r ns . 

_I u[ oa r 0:: E;r r ar 2 

1 

2 

1 

2 . 

10 

~ 

I 
I 3 
I 

7 

27 

~rro r s i n rhi ch the ~ tudent se l e cts one membe r of a 

class t o r evr esen t o t he r i n the clas s . 

a . Use of nr ol1 f: fo r m o f IIbe ll . 

Th ese errors a r e due to t he incorrect s e l e cti on o f th e 
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a u::ili a r' fon;l , t.~e _ea r ner !:ens r a lize s t he use of the forn 

h e us es :::lore , illf .?be tLs only one he knO"IS • 

144! .~. ,... ."" "'i ~ r:' 
...... - oj -- - ... ,...... ••• ( Pl) . for 

• •• th e v '-:e r 3 c r :!inc· 

- I -) .. -
14~r ~ •••• .1 sti l - ~e ~ e very sad ••• ( A4) . for 

• • • 

-147)* · ..... music videos \'Thich are more popular among 

young peonle is . ••• (M3). for - '" 

• • • music videos which are more popular among 

YOun~ neenle ar e ••• 

148)* •••• it was very hard becaus e all the subjects 

~not . . . ( P3). for 

· . . all the s ubie ct s 

~'le r e not ••• 

Con cerning s ent enc e lh~ . th e a uthom consi de r ed thi s an erro r , -

e ven v/hen in s t a n d2 r d Bri ti sh ~glish it could be c orr e ct. 

Si nce at the Fo r eign Language Depa r tment of the University 
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of ~l SDlvador, s t anda r d ~me ric an 3ngli sh i s ta ught ; t he 

s t udent must be a ~a r e tha t thi s s tructure ~ould be a cknard 

i n t hi s di a l e ct . 

14~ * ••• a_illost all gy ~ amily cre r e a t home ••• (12 ) , f or 

ImoGt al l ~y fa~i ly TIas a t home ••• 

1''Ioda l 8u:~i li ar:1 e rr or s a r e t hOSe i n ·.7hich t 11e s tuc.len t has 

no t chosen t he co rr e c t al t erna tive generalizing t he us e of 

t he eu¥iliary i'o r m he uses f!lo r e . Be-c a use of t he na rrO i;j 

vocabulary the students Do ss ess, they have the t endency to 

overuse only the fe w \mrds they can manage better. 

~ r , 
l.Y L1- ) * •• ! f a nan m~ T ! ll i""itc. h i!'"· +0 

,.,~ ,- -- -~, - ~ --= ~ my house . .. . 
( Nl), for 

••• If a man likes me , I TIoul d invite him to 

my house . . . 

•••• TIe could leave t he +' a '; ~... ( D3 ) 
..L. ~J.. ••• \l.l , 

• • • • ~e ~e r e abl e to leave t he fair ••• 

D ... c . .. r eposl "Clons . 
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In [ost o f the lencua ges of t he vo rl d pr epo sitions a r e 

oft en dif ficLlt to learn , and even vh en a le a rn er has £ood 

COGn a TIC of TL s tructures , t~e use of pr e~o sitions is still a 

nea nin f!: o f these it ems i n bot h the HL _ncl t he in 1.'!hich 

cas e s tu dents transfer fr om t heir native l anguage as i n : 

. . . I tallced 

I t e l ::sd t o t118 

. .. 

. . . 

( ro-, \ 
"1...I.2...) , fo r 

16-6. ) * . ••• that YOUTI£ peanle ca-n imTIrDve the behavio r 

with their nar en t s ••• eEl) , for 

••• t hat young peoule can i mprove the behavi or 

tO TIa r d t heir uarents ••• 

170 ) * ••. far 0 f hom e ••• (2 ), for 

. . . f a r from home ••• 

On t h e o t h er h an d , the s tudents have the t endency to 

l2eneralize the 'Or e-positions which ' t hey feel' mo r e confi dent 

abo ut . 

It::,,,)* ••• rrilen the t ea cher came into it ••• (C3 ), fo r 
_ _ l ... _ , ' 
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• •• ~h en ta e t ea che r caoe i nsi de ••• 

JJ:,O ) -"- ••• I . -.': 2 s in t he 0 ,31~l a n d b ri ~,~ge ••• ( G2) , for 

. . . I ~e s on Oakland bri dge ••• 

171 )-.-.- ••• 2t a t e r:::-i'l e ca:::- a cci dent ••• (12) , f or 

l D 5 t erri bl e car a cci dent ••• 

d . ? r onotl.!.'1s . 

Some t i me s , as in exalJ.1J1 e 1 80 be10\'I, t heir poo r kn.o"ITl edge 

of t he st r uctural s y s tem o f Sn~l i sh g r ammar caus es t h e student s 

to pla ce words in different pl a ces in the sentence, which aids 

t o t h e eon:usion e one ern ~ ng \'Thieh pronoun to use. 

1 2e) ->:- .. .. a ft e r C1e arrived my fathe r and cry sister~ •• 

OIl) , for 

••• my f a t he r and mv sister a rrived afte r I di d •• 

Very fr equently negative words are includ e d in a 

ne ,~_ .. ative sent sl-l cA - 'O fte -l - • - ~ i , a dve rbs such as lIneve rn e::lc! 

ttev e r'! C1r lS o'le:cl=ene r <31ized on8 ove r th e other by students 

as in exam~l e 18 2 : 
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l iJ2)* ••• [1Ore than nsv er ••• (22) . for 

•• • Dor 9 tt a~ eV8r • •• 

+' 
-'- . 
To Deke c oo~2 risons i n 2u8ni sh , the coeake r has to use 

ei t: er !!I:l2Stl or Ti88nosii . 1''ili s possi b11i tv of selecting one or 

t he othe r creates somE confusi on and ma '~8S i t ha rd to 

unders~and t ha t i n ~nc!i sh th s sirli larity differ enc e 

be t'.'l-::e n thin,£:3 i s marked by t he addition of a suf fi x to th e 

adjective (Celce- hurci a and Larsen- Fr eeman : I bi d- l 91) . Thi s 

confusion leads the stu~ents to o~ergeneralize one f~r~ ove~ 

the other. 

184)* ••• she yas older, ugly •• • (C3) . for 

••• she was ol d , ugly ••• 

185 )* ••• I ' m t he old child ••• ( Nl) , for 

•• • I ' D the oldes t chil d •• • 

In e~~appl e . 186 the' student has overgeneralized the 

compar a tive fo r m of the adje ctive i nstead of t he superlative 

form . 
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- 1 ~"'-)* ••• -::0 r8men be r her es t _1e better [loth e r ••• _ L 0 

• • • ':r8 -'-h e Oe81: nothe r ••• 

From a ~hono _ ogical ~oint of vi e~ , i t i s nossible to 

explain ~hy th e s tudents have ove r~enerali ze d t he use of 

de~or3trat~7e3 . Pe r : ens , t hey do not diffe r enti a t e [~Isl 

f r om [~;' ~ J because they ~ear t~e~ the sa~e . 

students Dr oduce sent en ces such as : 

189 ) * ••• they a re t aking from thi s vi deos ••• ( El ), f or 

••• t hey a r e ta~n£ from t hese vi deos ••• 

h . Conjun c t i ons . 

In ST.lani sh t he conjunction fl but" transl a t ed as " ne r o" 

ShODS cont r as t , but nos t o f t he time t his contrast is n ot 

llbutli 2l~o s er'res os an intro du ctory no r d to mo r e i nformo t ion . 

Thi s con t r ediction nrnci.u.ces confus i on i n thest Cldents . Pe r l aps 

this confuston leads stuci.ent:sto look f or suppo r t i n their 
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190 )* •• it seemec to me ve r y easy •• but lat er 

it l ool>: 9cl °nt er e stinG ••• U.2 ) , f or 

• • • i t seened to me ve ry Easy . . . E: n Q 18ter 

i t loo~~d in t3 ~ es ti~g • •• 

l . Intensi f i e r 

beC c?L1S G 118 ci r C LUTI s tanc 88 I 
I 

Th e student ove r gen er a iZ,9S t he use of the intensi fi er !1 ~ i l 

de f i ni tion in TIhich i t should 

i s ri [h t 8S inten si fi e r~ 

I
i 

i~t ention of t he 

i 
is not ~n 2 c co~d2n C G ~i th th e 

sent enc e . 
i 
i 
i 1 94 ) * . . . Ie e ..l ne r '70US , J.. e. l most 

and s ai d II Bey man :please ••• ( C5) , f or 

••• I begE:n to f eel ver y ne r vous , I almost cried ••• 

01 . Po ssessi v e s 

On t h e sam.e trends , Ove r gene r ali zation a l so ca uses t he 

pr od uc t i on o f some i ncorre c t sent enc es us i n g th e possessi ve fo r ms . 

J.r; ~ ' : : ••• \,fh en t he ans:.re r ' s day •• • ( c2 ), f or 

••• ~h en th3 dE: Y of t he an s~e r ••• 
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k . !\rtic lcs . 

OV 8r !-': :m e 2:' .::L i za L .on is IJs ~r a C;D i n rrhen the students use 

r;]l s of Lls a r: e . ;; ~!1S =-~ _ (.(:; f =- Ei .!.. s article has t1.'!O fo r ns , I a I and 

1 98 ) -::- ••• ~aRreab19 voic e ••• C-li ), for 

••• an a£reabls oics . . . 

1 99)* ••• a inconpa r abl e love ••• CAl ) , for --- . 

••• an incomparable love ••• 

200 )* .... en specia l de te ••• (L2) . for 

••• a spe cia_ da t e ••• 

Chart 8 . 

J rchi/Alterna tinR Form unmary 

Arc hi/~ltern~ting Fan] Zrror s ,s tra t e£y AUPl i ed :Numbe r of :Srror s 

a . U<-.; S o f ~:!I' '-'' nrz f o ::.~~ of !! be !! Ove r ge n I 6 I 
I 

b . Nl'on C' \,t s e of modal a ux . Ove r S8n a 
./ 

: 
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Cont . 

Tr ansfe r () 

u 
13 

O ~l e l" ,r. e n 2 

C,·J 8 2." ::'9n 5 

c . Deoon s tr8tiv e s O ~,te rC 3n 2 

h . Conjunctions Tr snsfe r 4 

1 

, j . :?ossessi ves Ove r £911 

O ""re r~en 

TOTAL 60 

3. Poor Lexi con . 

""b-; <:! catego..r~ cG12.ects all the 81'"' 1'"' 01'"'<:: related en tn the 

TIErrrO IT VocBIJular:7 tl1e studen-ts h-ave shorm i n their co tnposi tions . 

Such errors have no o t he r explanation t han t he f a ct that the 

students have not'learned enough wo r ds in earlier courses 

so t h ey are only, ca:pz:,ble 0 f eX~Jressing t heme e 1 ves in a very 

r e D~titiv e Rn ~ ba rini form ~ Thi s inca pa city the students feel 

t o exnrpss their t hough ts , l ead t~ em to US 8 some str3tegi es . 

For in st'3nc e , thr.>,v c en choo se ' t o , ove r g8ne r ali ze the fe'i e lements 

t hey kno 1v. 

a . Ve r bs . 

Fo r e:cam9l e , nhen the students confuse t'l e use of a verb 
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be ca use as 

o f the ve ri;) :'to [1 a : e ll ':.'hich i ~ o ft en confused '::i t h t he v~ rb 

"to do ': . The ::;tuden'c,s have no t inte r na lize d t ha t " t o do " 

il.!.. 
v 

:" ' .-. - .- 11 . . '- .. -

means a marc con~ ~= ~s , ~hY Ei cal 2c'c, i on ; ne r fo r~ , c r s~t e , 

f or rJ or ·:) ro cJ.L C9 .1.. ' • 
301:1 S L.,!1lna . ('.'iri v:h t an d l' ctrilli vra.' : _960- 17) 

238 ~; i :' • • • , .. J..· t ' ( ~' l ) L' Daete S"'!lDf:1l l1h COrrpgl" l l o ns ••• ~ _ ~ .Lo r 

· . . • • • 

lillothe r e :~c:m. iJle of overgen er al i z ation is s entence 223 

rlhere t h9 student confuses t he meaning of t h e ve r b !.Ipay" 

using it in a case which does not corres1Jon d to his intention. 

s tudYi n£ the student's composition it is clearly stated t ha t 

he is re f er~in£ to t11e mOl11ent a:te r he had gotten _~is s a l ar:y . 

223)(- · . , I ~as Dor kin g as a Dashdi she r in Max~ell Pla~n 

Restaur an t ••• afte r De ha d pay our money ••• ( G2 ), f or 

~es 'c, aura _l.t c •• a f'c, e r ':!8 ha d r e cei ved our money . eo 

On t he othe r han d , a s i'c, Das s t a te d above , t he n arrO D 

vo ca bulary t he studen~ Do s s e s s can lead them to look for s upport 

in their native l anGuage , c a using them t o us e lit e r al tra n s l a tion 
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2ll)+:- ••• '""u ddsn 2. .-,~ 0l1S of 1l~! unc le s cmn eer ed masaue r ade 

..... -. J... """'t ... 

02: ) \., C • ...I..!..2L1R . . . ( - "7 ) ... . --:J , fo r 

• • • ~-~ ~ 0 :: [1"1 7 un c 1 e s c 2- f:1 e 0 u t ~r essecl 

22 6) ;-;' . . . 
'"Ts r e r eu::li t eet 

••• t he r e ryas a s unny uo rnin~ a n d f our t eamE 

,:,:ere .s::a t he= ed ... .. 

Th e underlined vlOrds fI apare cio enmasc a ra do" an d "reunido" 

a r e ea s y to r ela te '.'Ii th SDanis:h. • 

.c-I.no t h e r s tra t e ,gy f o un d i n v e r b e rror s i s ' ov e r e l abo r a t ion. 

I n t hi s s tra t egy t h e l e a r n s r trying t o ShOD maste r y o f t he' TL 

p r o du ce s a r t i f icia l an d un na tura l s ent e nc e s . 

237.) * ••• "18 b egan t o en ,-; 0Y o ur ho li da y ,s ••• ( R3 ), fo r 

••• ~e be£an t o heve fu~ ••• 

Sesi dss , t h e r e i ~ an e rror ~hos e ori gi n canfto t be 
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~stabl i she~ ~ ?e rhaDs ~ti s only a sge lling Bi s t8 ke bu t 

t h e r e i 8 no ~8y to ~ ro ~ it . 

206) * ••• _oos e their o~_ cultur ~ fo r fol lin fo r e i gn 

c ust o ... s ••• ( -~5) .. f8 ~ 

· .. lose t.;i r o~n cul t ur e by inita ting f o r e i cn 

custor:1S ••• 

b . iT o uns 

'The 2:' 8strict scl il0 c ab Lll a !' ~l t~e 
, - , s -su o.en t s t hSf1 

~'T """ ~,..j.-. ..;...: .... ,-. ":"~ 
~" V .J.. \..;l Cl Ld . .J..G-f fi~d 

245)* ••• with that fie- d ••• (C2)t for 

• • • l,'rith tha t court • • • 

Th e student ' s compo sition r e f e r s to a ba s k e t- ball court . 

I ~ e ' s rtheless , t he r e a r e a lso tra nsf e r e nc e e rrors : 

, .. 
2~.D; .... • •• in t h e cl a ss ••• ( ~l) , for 

· . . in t he classr oom ••• 
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21'7)* -;- 1 .;- "1 1 .!.. l'r:> r ~ t l1 -;',.,r ~ '"Je r e -faIr!:> '-~( '-'_ ..... \.1 :;. _ L.. .... ..... o c ... -1-':'.1.6'':>' J ~ _ o G ••• (C2) , for 

* t b. a t a 2. 1 t L. G S e s t ate [ 1 e n t s '~.;' e rg f a 1 s e ••• 

. 
ccve r b B ~ ~ ~ot c_ e. r ; co~s v ~ ~ , ~h B t seeDS to be t~9 ~2ja r 

;:0 ...... ....:: ... ... ...... ~ i,... ...........,-.. ,... - , ..:; ..: • .,.... t -y.. ~ r'" 0 .£1 ~ ,-US·2 01. S01.1 8 ,,:.1--..\) 'C r L'S :;,:; n c r o _-!... Z ..L.!.l ~ .de USc .!.. L.. !...i 9 on e s t h-:;y k:'1or.' 

bet ter . 

• •• nowadays . even the gr andchildr en ••• 

26~) * ••• \7e \'Te re in front of La Caverna del Leon and 

ent e r ed . And a ft er. :Ie fe l t ••• ( Vl ) , for 

••• ry e we r e in front of La Ca v erna del Leon and 

entered . Aft e r '::a r ds . 'Je felt •••• 

Even 1.7hen it is aleo Dossible tha t t r ans f er en c e could 

prod cs these e ~:o~s . th e au t ho r s support that the closest 

pORsi bility is ove r~ ene r a liz2tion . 

d . l\.d .iectives . 

Usually th e students us e only t he adje ctives t hey kno"r 

79 _ 



a c cordinc to t he s emontic CSD~ ct of th e sent enc e . 

· .. -i J... - ' "".:1 '-' _ v . . ~I,,- .:. t e!! . bl g ck , s t ron~ 3L~ han dsODe 

t' -; .C' , ""\ _., 
• __ _ • ....L. '...J _ 

· . . 

stLlci 6n t 3 8 11 t s nc s . /ei ~ 

SOBe one o f ~le c~ rac e b ut t o a Latin ~6erican n e r son ~hos e 

The re are a so examD~es of adjecti ve e rro r s due to 

transference. 

272) * ••• don't learn anyt~ ed~cative ••• (~5). f~ 

••• don ' t l e a r n any thing educational ••• 

274)-:'- ••• un t i l a s ood da y ••• ( AI). f o r 

••• until on e day ••• 

Besi des . false fr i ends is anothe r c ause of e rror ~ithin 

tlis c a t eso r v . False Fri en ds is ca lled the st rate~y i n which 

t Ie s t udent use s an Enclish ~o rd because of its s i mila rity 

_ 8.0 



'-.ri th e .:;».:,mi :;;h 11 8 '.IQ t...'10ut kno'.'Jing t hat someti m8s tha t 

ITo r d has diffe~ ent [ e n:n~ . 

~'7n '\ .;{- .L l1 ~ Y' o Crr) •• • V.1,":; _ _ a r e three na~o r r e a sons ~hy • •• (?l) , f or 

th e r e a r e thre e mai n r easons ~hy . . . 

s . quanti fi ~ r s . 

_·~.l:lO:i'1;; l ee rL e ~ s the r e i s no di stillC t i oll of r ;11ic11 o UA ntifi e r s 

a r8 used Bcc or cLn£ to t he cla ss o f t he n OUl1 (mass or count) or 

t he tyne of the 7e r o (~o lLl..re. l o .:.~ sing ul a r) ,(C81ce- .'_urci a :md 

Lar3en- ~~eena~ : ~ 92 3-~92/ . Thi s mi ~ht be the r eason vhy t~e 

f ollo'."'!inE! e-r:,o:' s '.'lere colle cted in t:hi.s study . 

282 )* ••• we suffe r ed t oo muc h b e ca use o f ••• ( A3 ), fo r 

••• ~e suffered a l o t be cause of ••• 

This i s an over gene r a liza tion of t he a uantifi e r . 

f. Pre-.Jositions . 

misuse of pr eposi tions due to poo r l e:icon a r e pr oduc ed by 

Tran s f er enc e . 

283)* ••• th e old bus cr8shed with a truck ••• (P2 ) . for 
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••• the old b us creshed e ga i ns.t a t_ u'ck ... 

o ) -"-2u~ . . ·· •• • c1u r-i n r~ th e t:. i ~) . -'18 l:.C\d •• • (.R2 ) , fo r 

• • • on the t r-' -J , . . . 

f2 • ::; 0 n j un c t i ·o 11.::: • 

Thi s e rro r i s due t o over~ene ralization be c 2~se it i s 

clss r l .'l obse r-r ed : 0':; t l e student 11 :3.S usee:. 8 mo r e f ami lis r 

i~ ths fi r st l ea r n.i n¢:: 

':,i t il "1L:e ll :::. r ·3 fr e,:,uer..tly usee . 

288 ) * ••• 1 ike -, ~ I .!.la a. knO'.7TI. •• C;'l) . for 

••• as if I had kno 'm ••• 

h . Adje ctive ? hras e . 

Thi s e~~8~ is 8n e xamu_ e of Prefabrica t ed pa tt ern , studyin ~ 

t he s t udent s ' compositions t he r ese arche rs b eliev e tha t 

pro b8 01 :1 t~e s tuden t has in t e rna _i zed t he e :~pression 11 811 da y 

student ITant ed to e~ress that he s~ent the ~ho l G d8Y i n t he 

f air n o t t hat he -'-.':3.S bo r ed in e_a t pla c e , ':!hic'l mi .<Sht be t he 

meanin~ un derlying t ha t phrase . 

289 )"" < •• de ci ded t o 3pen d a l l day JL:::m g: in t he f a ir ••• 
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· .. de ci rie ~ to sDend tha t Gay •• • 

i . IToun fo r ano t~e r ~r a~natic81 eleoent . 

ou t 

this it em t he secon d one conc e r~in~ no u~s is ~roduc ed TIhe n 

the s t ud ent ~rit es 8 oun instead of othe r ~rammatical 

e l er1ent . s tu dellt has ove r e !le r 3~ized th e use of 

t Le nouns -oro G. uc i ns: un,fT aI!l1Ja tic .31 s ent ences lLl:e : 

. '\ .:.:. 
29C~1 .. · . . if ~as truth ~ • • (C2) ~ fcr 

, 

• • • i f it ',78S true' ••• 

2 9D* ••• i n t he a r my fo rc es ••• (C2) . for 

in t he arm.ed f orces ••• 

294 ) * ••• my mother Das death •• ( Nl) , for 

••• my nother ~aG dead ••• 

j . Pr e90si t i on inst ead o f ano t he r element. 

In t hi s case t h e r e a r e t \'!o st r a te s:i es \'!hi.ch a r e applied 

in the occurren ce of these error s . The first on e is transfe r en ce . 
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296)* ••• ~ urin~ I va s Dai t i ng ••• ( ~4 ) . f or 

••• ~~~~ 9 I ~a2 ~2i t ing ••• 

91 ui va l en t C2us a~ t~ 9 ~o~~:si on in th e le a r n er s , ev en ~h en 

i n S~ani sh th ~ ~holB phr asE ~o ul d so un d odd , t he t ran s ~ e r enc e 

oc c u:,s only '.','i t h t he ':':'o r d 1! durin p..: tT . 

Ove r e l CJoo r C1 t i on i s ano t he r s tr a te.e:~l the t appear s in 

t 11i s kin d o f e rro ~ s . =xarlDl e : 

• • • ve staye d i n t hat nla c e dur ing fo ur days ••• 
s 

( Sl ). f or 

i e staye d t he r e f our days . . . 

The s tu den t vrit es unn e cessa r y wo r ds t o ShOD mo r e 

kno ','rl edge , i n s t ead o f rIri t i ng with simplici t v . 

~ . ~djgc ti ve f o: anothe r e l ement . 

ThG s i ni 12r it: of some ~ngli sh wo r ds t o t : eir Spani sh 

eo ui va l ent l eads t he s tu de n t to us e t h e m ui tho ut t aking i n t o 

accoun t t h e functi on Ea ch on e o f the~ has in t he s en t enc es 

ana l y z ed . 

(1, 
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'2 00' ,:- t han + 'lC [.,,~~ .I- ::' 'Y' 1 . ~l" l '" ~ U' ' C"l") f . 1 ./ . • •• ...r __ _ ...... v1 ... _ . ..J. o ,. :- I.,.. ,..; _ Jl ~ . D ~ _. ·~ n;-..rJ ••• .c.. , or 

. . . t hen t~e nes t e r vi si ~l~ angry •.. 

'0 make tje~e . rro r s t he student s _ale r e li ed on t le ir 

::l Ci ti '1e liJn p lJ 2pe , t h IS , mekint; B t r an s f e re:!1.c e e rror as ~:::l 300 

be l ovI, bec a us e of th e s i mi larity of form beble en i1inventt' ana 

1finven~~ onstt and b 6 c a use of not :';:ncrTing tIl e Gr o c e s[=; b,Y -:;l:ich 

a ve r b i s derived fran e noun . 

300)* they ·,le r e invent f r on tb.e CJld people ••• (C2) , 

for 

••• they were inventions from the old people ••• 

m. ~dverb in s t ead of anoth~r element . 

1:Ihen .om eciverb is used inst ead of an adjective , as in 

Gxaffi'9le : 

) * ••• a c::; 1 0 ":1 1 y bus ••• ( P 2 ), f o r 

••• a s lo ~ bus ••• 

The studen t ha ~ ov e r gene r a liz ed th e use o f a dverbs 

Di thout un de r standing t h3 t adve r bs mainly modify verbs . 
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0 :-_ ·!::~s ·')L_s :::, ie:J.c. , L :e 2. t~1::l 8 r.. t con 1001: f or :. or '? 

: :: ... i.~.i?r ·. ·.'o r ~!:= , t:~ ? :1E': £ ·':; 2:':L :".;: e l ~rl'.?!".-':; ;:; :::'~ r)r.l thi s FL. 

' 30JJ-:-:- ••• but th e.:; di e: :lOt E;::re e be c Ci use t ~1e'1 t ho u.cht 

t ha t D'? ~2~ t o k~o~ us ~ uch mor e ••• (~l) . f o r 

••• bu t th ey di d not a r ee be ca use t he y Lhouah t 

t. 2 t ~c had t o kno~ ea ch othe r ••• 

n . Lit e r el Tr 2nsletion . 

As the n3:2e in, -is s, t~i = ca tego r y is c a use d by tra n s f e r ence . 

The most r epresenta ti ve exa~Dle s i n the data analized a r e the 

f ol l ovling : 

-
30~* • • • I thought in different way after that ••• (C3), 

:fo r 

••• ny oui nion about he r changed ••• 

305) * · . . I di d not kno':l all a roun d t hi s place ••• 

· . . I ~8S not fami l i a r ~ith thi s Dl ece ••• 

o. Confusin£ the s ubj e ct f or an obiect . 

In this pa rticul a r case , due to t ransfe r enc e . th e 

- 86 -



f th~ ~F, nt 8n c e m2 ybe 

beceus e t hp. U ~P of t . _ ~ no!"'. - r e f s renti e l Iltt" Ruh.lc:ct rioes not 

( C c lc p. ~ i 'I u rci a an d La r s en- Fr sema n : I bi d 

;::80 • 

308 ) ·'· ••• con ser'uent l.l . t. _ e~l t ake ['lo ::(' e t ha n f our yea r s ••• 

( iJ l ) .l:'o -~ , _ _ , i L 

••• c onse~ u ently , i t t ake s t he m mo r e t han f our 

~~ ....... ............. ,..., 
_I ';:;':C .L':::: ••• 

~hi s ex~re~sion i s us ua l ~i thin the TL , but due t o th e 

poo r knowledge t he student ha s , he writ es it t h e way he 

expr e s ses it in hi s nati ve l anguage . 

Ch art 9 . 

Poor Ley~c on Err or Sunna r y . 

Poo r Lexicon Er rors s t r at egy - ppli ed Numbe r of Error s 

a . Ver bs 'T'ransfe r g 
Ove r gen 23 
F:3 1se Fri ends 3 

I 1Jnkno~:ln 1.. , 
Ove r e l a b 1 

b . fT oun s rr r ans fe r q 

O\le l~£en 12 
~alse Fr i en ds ) 

~ l\.d"'JT e r bs Tr ans f s r 1 v . 

Ove r ,..:,en 3 
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.-=: . '!.Ll ~11 ti:~ ? ::" 2 

r'r""IY't · 1 'Y'\~":"'-i 1""'\ ...... ,...... 
. • '-'....JJ.. -. J 1.AJ.. ... . ,..; ,.."....L.. '-' __ ~ ., 

i . Bo un f or enothe r 
G!' en.r:s t i sa 1 e . 

. . -
2..BS:' SS-

of anotne r 3 . 

-
k . Ad .iective f or an O-C ll Gr' 

element 

1 . Verb i nstead noun 

~ '. n T'r .... n ..;.,.., .:.. .... rl ........ ~ 
.I. _J. . ~ '-· I/ e ..:... u ~..:.s ...... e d·...t. . ....:..!.. 

ano ~her element 

n . 1i tera 1 rrrens'eticn 

! 

i 

I 

I 
I 

o . Confusi ng t he SUb.i e ct j 
f or an ob.iect i 

I 

6 

·(81se ~.; ri cn d s 1. 

1 

5 

1 

?r e f ebric a t ed 1 
r-a tt s rn 

I 
I'\ T!O -n~ a. "!""l 
-" ...,~ r l .... ~-

2 
vc r Ela'o 1 

Tr ansfe r 1 

Tr ansfer 1 

rn .,.... ..... ""' r...;O 'l"'l 
!., , - :" -l..""-":" .J ':'" 

I 1 I 
O -';er ~en I 

i i 

Tr ensfe r 5 

Tr ansfe r 1 

TOT_:lL ; 106 

Thi s c133s i s s ubclassified into fiv e more s ubdi'i " i ons . 
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311) .:(- ••• ths' .;;: d been -Jl annin,,,; to organize a 

••• ~inall~ t.97 di d the tournament t hey had 
~ . 

~J~annea ••• 

3i2)* ••• t he last 6th of Au£ust, there was a sunny 

~orning ••• (M2), for 

l ast Au~ust 6th ~a3 a sunny mo rninR . . . 

316) * ••• on bus number 101 ••• (V3 ). f or 

on c. 101 b~3 ... 

2 . Subjec-:: / 'ie r':J OrdGr -; n Ii'mherlrlerl MO""' ; n"l ("1~m-;'l~M~n.l- (' , - "5e-
-- ..... J U \A V. u.. ..Lot .I.!.J.-J... c ' ...1..- 'JUl ~_' r':;!.lC _ '-' ..J...Lc: u. .=, . 

The secane typ e of .-.i2o r der ing error s r efers to sUb .i ect/ 

ve~b ar do r in embed de d nomi nal clauses . The student probably 

h3S int e rnaliz 8 ~ the l'Iord orde r question formati on rul e he 

- 39 
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in a 3tc-t s c cnt . 

317 : .,:- ••• othc; ~ thin.c thc t C·3n I r~ o ••• 0,1 ) , fo r 

~~r s~ ~itua tio~s may o ccur in " -'CJ1_ S c a se . First , t 11 

stuce~t~ tr2~sfe r c C .4 -s c t i v 8 ·:io r d or C! e r 0 f 

8c! ,~ e cti ·1 125 f ollo "! the noun ins t e a d 0 f the ~nf:li sh ad,i e c t i ve 

~o r d o r de~ t ct goes in att ri butire position . ( Celce-l-'.urci a 

an d L2 r 3e_- ~ ~ esn2n : I bi ~-390) 

318)* ••• nen useful for my country ••• (A2). fo r 

••• useful nen for my c o~t~y . . . 

319 )* ••• the re~ist e rv ac ademy ••• (.2) , for 

••• t he a c ademic r egi s tra r ••• 

T1e secon d situat~on i s tha t th e s tudent s ha e 

~ve rgen 9 ra li z e6 t h e possesGiV G furm i n a c ase ~he r e ad j e ctive 

form a tion i s mo r e c on v eni e n t . 

322)-:(- ••• t . 8 E' tud e nt s of lT uevo Lic eo Centro ame ric a no ••• 
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( :. ) ~ .!.o r 

~h9 thi r d sit uat "on S~O~3 a CDSB of ore r~ en e r a li za tion 

be cause o f t he confusion o ~ t~s no un t o b e ~ ualifi e " . 

">21 ) * ••• a ho t CUP of coffee ••• ( :2.3) , for 
~ ~ 

C"'D 0 : ~o .!.. coffee 

4 . Inte r nal A~verbial Phr ase Order . 

Th e s e e rro r s a r e ~roduc ed by ~ransfer enc e be c ause t he 

students follo 1.'l more fl exibl e o r der o f the Spanish ins t e ad of 

t he compl ex En gli s h one which stablish a fixed rule to adv erbia l 

~hrases o f ti~e , ?osi tion , manner , r eason , a n d f r ec:.uen cy . ( Ce ~ ce-

f'Iurcia an d Larsen- FresfJan : I bi d- II) 

325)* ••• I l e f t i n a hurry t o s chool ••• ( S2 ) , for 

. . . I l ~ =t for s chool in . a hLlrr:y •• 

5 . Ad v e r b ~ord Or de r . 

Here a ga in occur s t he influence of t wo strategies : 

tra n s f e r ence and o7a r~B~e raliza ti on . 
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In sent ~ nc 33 32( eno j27 -:: 1e st u c .. ents he v e [13cl.e a 

t~ 8 ~Deci:ic 7er~s ~~9d in t1eir sent ences t a k e a n object 

fo r 

. . . s u~jec t E her d ... 

.327) '::' ••• I tu:,~e:.! r ::lu!1. c r.!'7 hee d ••• C-_l) . f r 

. . . I ~~rned .my head aro~~d 

In contrast, in sentence 328 the student has 

over~enera ;~ed the positi on o f t he adve r b , which can go 

a t the b eginning , a t ~.1e end o r in the middl e ( Cha _.ker : 1 ( 5) . 

BOl:leve r , ':!n9n th e a dve r b modifies the v e r b II to be l! it s pla c e 

i s a lwa y s a ft e r t he ve rb . 

32. 8;;~ ••• I s t~ll '.~!e r e ve r v sad ••• C\4) , for 

ThG _a s t catc~ory of e rro r s p r esent s t hese data : 
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C81L.ti tus nts 

.2 • J u b .i e c t /~ e r b 
-, .... - r 
~ I' 
...J . ... • c . 

' rJ • / -- rl J . ~-'.. l ' J . : . 0 Ul1 0 :C \.. s r 

T~l ?e 0 f :8rro r 

I .::: tr ate.r::y 

I , 

OiJ 9 1" ,c-:: e 1.1 

Tr "l1s f e r 
C i,- -3 1'"' r:. 5 11 

~r &nSf S I' 

Cha r t 1 1 . 

Unb o':m 

TT'ans f er 

Ov crr:en 

~'-voi c ance 

.:3in~')li f i C c:' -Ci on 

::::'ral1 s fer 

? ::' 8 1 . Pattern 
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5 urn b e r of ~rrors 

27 

16 

10 

2 

7 

l1 

1 Q _ u 

23 

1 



11 2 

( , ~ .. :- S r ::.l 2 lJ 

9 

., ( 

i710.n " ..... _ J _ _ _ _ 

94 -



~ ft e r ~ ~317=~~~ t~ e data in this st u dy the r esea r che r s 

ingli sh ofT:)csi t i on I students d'e ri ve from the tYiJe of cOr.lLluni cative 

strJ tegi '= s t . 8 '1 IJ.S81~ -, e. 3 ac e euted in 91 . l e~ from th e universe 

of errors coll ec ted and 8TI.31 ,yzed . HO'.'leve r , i t must be mentioned 

not be t r eced ba c ~ , to c: ny of 

s tr e t e gi 9s b v t he r esear che r s • 4-" . 
ln "nlS study . Rathe r 

s trategy could; be used 38 r efe r ence . ?igurs 1 b91o~ i _llustr ates 

t h e di s tri but i on of pe r centages . 

COMMUNICATIVE 

STRATEGIES 
91-1.6 % 

~ i - ) 
U-NKNOWN 

Fi~ . 1 Distribution of Pe r c entaRes 
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Amon ,!? th e 325 '3 rror s '3 n ol:!z ed , o ::11 .~T 29 com-;'J!'i se ':'t. a t ~a!3 

bR8n cJt e~~riz sd ~ e r!'o r !3 o ~ unknoDn origin an6 299 e rro r s 

",'e rs ca usee D.? t~ e .:3, 'llication o f di vers e ~Or!f::unic a tive 

s t ~ e te ~i es . It may be inf e ~ !' ed that the 2 . 54) ~~ a r ~ rs of 

unkn0 1'in o ri ~in maybe r e l a ted ':,li th poo r mot i ,.ra tion to s t udy the 

language . ds f i ci ent me thodo l o £~ in th e t ea c hin~- learning pr ocess 

o!' it may a ft er o ~ l be tha t thO Re a r e not e rror s but s i mnly 

mi stal;: es . On the 0 th e r han d . 91.16% 0 f e rro r s due to di f f e r en t 

st ra t e~i e s nay ~i v e r ea ders some insigh t s in t he le arning proc es s 

i n the subjec t stud i e d . Th e se ~ e su ts must make those involved 

i::1 the r ole ~ f facil i tati ng t he l earnin~ eX-:Jerience ( a ~ ~ne 

~o r ei gn ~an~ ~8 ~e tepartment o f t " e Uni vers~ty of ; 1 3a lvador) , 

r'eflect upon ind":" vi c.uai differences i n t. e langua ge learning 

'pr ocess . 

As stated above the s ample ~ ... , -y ~ 71as .iormea. uy :;c su:bjects , a ll 

of which a~pliec. strategi e s of communication ; on t he other 

hand , only ]. 7 s ub~j e c t s 0 f th e s ample p r o duced errors 0 f unkno r.'Il 

origi n . 

Th9 di 'le r si t~v 0 f communica ti VB s tr2 t e,gi es th e st ude_n t s 

8an u. e a r c sho~n i n the a nalysi o f errors o Fr om t he tot al 

ai:lO un t 0 f erro r s , 4,3 . Ih;5 a r e ove r gf:n e r a li za ti on e rrror s ; 36 . 78!; 

trans f erenc e , e rro r s ·,. 3 . 36:~ a r e ove r elabora tion error s ; 3 ·. 02c~/~ 

a r e false fri end error s ; 2 . 3~; simnli fica ~..L o n e!'rors i 0 . 67% 

a r e avoid anc e e rror s an d O. 6 '?;:~ 'O r e f a bri ca t ed pa t t e rn error s 

IBlIOT -c-C- -'-- 96 - TJ'f L 



TRANSFEREN CE 

36·78 % 

OVER GENERALIZATI ~~At;::-:-----l 

48·~ . % 

The arith~eti c mean ~ ~ aine d in the errors d e t e ct ed , taking 

into account the number of students who made them is presented 

in the follo wing tabl e_ 

Tabl e 1 

Arithme tic Mean of errors detect ed . 

Origin I l:T umbe r o f Humbe r of Arithme tic 
i Students Errors Me an 

i 
, 

I 
, 

Unknonn 1 '7 2<;1 1 . 70 - ( 

I 

Communica ti ve 32 I 299 9. 34 
r:. t:~ 8tegi es l 
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The di~~9 r enc_ b? t~ ee l ~o th r eGU~ t3nt a r ithmetic means 

~rove ~n t th e ~a in r eason ~hy th e s tudents ~ake error s i s 

b8 C ,J U SO 

~ s stat9 d that o~ s ~ ~ene r2liza tion , ove r e l a bo r a tion , 

sio~lific~tion , av~i ~_nc 8 snd ~r 8 fa~ ~i~ a t ed ~att e rns a r e r elated 

t o intrD lin~ua l o r ~~ r s ; ~n ot he r ITords , th e s e s tr a ~ eEi s _Bu se 

errors '-;i t~in t ~l e structur e o f t !:' 9 '::1 itself . On t he 'Jthe r nand , 

transfe r en ce a n f alss fri end st r a t egi es a r e r e l a te d t o 

i n ~srling Ll2 1 o, -!"""" ,"" 1'" -:::: • 
-~ -- - - ~ , ttSSe 2tr at egi es y ro duc e error s due to 

t :ie influence lsn~-u2F:e • 

. 
int er l ingual er ro r s as it ~as sta t ed by subhypothesis number 1. 

Figure 3 presents perc en tap:e s 0 f both type 0 f err-ors. 

ERRORS 60-20% 

ERRORS 39-80% 

Fig . 3 Intralingual and Interlingual erro r ~ 
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~ 8 bl e 2 

In tl"" B l i11 :: Ll 2 1 

....... ...... ...... .::-,-
~ -' .- - ...., . 

I ?c:;lGe :r 0 

::- uo be r of 
: ; til C)r?:>:1t..::; 

- r 
...!...7 

7 

_ :u!~1bs r 0 f 
':::: :::'rors 

l 44 

7 

2 

I 
i 

:\ri thm.etic 
1'113011 

l oGO 
1 . iJ(J 

.. , 
_ • ...J\...I 

1 . 12 

,subny-ootb.esis numoe !' 2 states t hat ~nlZli c: h C;or:rpo E=- t i on 

I st uden ts m.ake u.s e 0 f i'lr On l! communi c a ti v e st r El tegies be c ause 

L_e stage of t ei r i n t e rlanguage s.vstem . 

n.Y inte!'l an£ua.cre s ystem is und e rsto od as : " T_ e succ essi ve 

1.L~£"uistic S~yst ~Ll t ....!e t a leer!le r c onstr ucts on hi s \V 0. ":1 to t he 

rws t e ry of a 'I'L 00. II ( :: __ i cJha r : 19?O- 107) 

Throuch the r e ult s o f the r e sea rc h this subh'ypo thesis 

is a cce~ted . be c a us e all t he subie c ts i n the sampl e oa~e use 

of t he c O'.l:lunico tive strEltegies sYsteIllatically . Thi s 
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3 

2 

I 

- J.. 
_ v -:.le G e ~~ - e ct ed i n s t uden ts 

f t he nu~b: ~ o f 3 t ~ a t egi _~ used b y t h e studontE . 

n n 
I I II 4 

n 
4 
n 

4 4 4 

I I I I 
4 

n 4 

Ii 
4 4 

rn I I 

~ 
i 

I 
I j I 

I I I i i i 

I I I I 
! 

~ ).. ).. ~ . 3 ~ ,L ~ .--

~ ~ r! ~ 2 2 ~ 2 2 ~ I- 2 2 

I 
I _ 

! 11 I I I I I 
I I I I I 

I I I I I I i I i 
I I I I I I I I ..L I I 

I I 

1-234!5 67691011 12 13 14 1!5 16 17 18 19 2021 22 23 242~ 26272829 303f 32 

SUB J E C TS 

Fi r: . 4 :: umb e r of s tr .s t e c i e s u sed pe r s u b_4 e c t . 
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ten cl to r ules !".1e s't 8r . 

CVE-R G E-N ~AL.I ZA T! 0 N 48·16 -A 

I 36·78 "Y. r-------------------------------J 
TRANSF'E.REN CE 

OVERELABORATION lS ·36 % 
~----------------~ 

13.Cl2.. ./ .. 
!--________ .J 

FALSE FRIENDS 

I 2 · 3-4 % 
t-----...l 

SIMPLIFICA TI ON 

AVOIDANCE 1 o· S7 
r--.J 

PREFAS PA'tTERN 10. S7 % 

Fi c . 7 Pe rc entages of ea ch str e. t egv . 
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,-, r- .. ,.....T I T :-' T 0 .. T ..... 
' ..J'v ~ . ' ''; ---l l) ' .-I ...L'_ '}.. ! :J 

1 . ~~ e B tu ~snts of ~nc ~is~ Co~positi on I use comnuni cative 

at r a t ~Gi 2S to C ODD~~~ C~ t 2 i~ tte ~roc eo3 of lB : ~ ua ge leerninc • 

. 2 . '111, p. ··.-roTI[ u se 0 i CO m.!J. U2..11 C2 ti 've st r e t egi e s c p. use s erI'OI' S . 

'7, . 'Ill'? e tucl eYlt s f :?cor l-:n.o·':l e ci .. gs of t he l anguags i s 1:11 9 ~9i2J. 

co nlITl uni ca ti 'l e s trategies . 

4. The s tudent s at the l evel s t udied make more intralingua l 

errors t hrough the use of communic a tive strategies. 

5. ~he studen t s ~ak e 808 8 e rror s ~hich a r e net ~ossl ol e , 

in thi G .... ro r .·~ , to be de t e _min e d by i ts r e a:::on or ori p.;in . 

f A t th2t -JrO dUC O;3 t h s or r or s , t t ·J 

l S2 rninr mu s t r e co cniz i s t hat langua ge i ~ a dyn amic ?roc es s , 
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"""' .. ' -. .., 
\.J .:.1 a goo d l ans ua ge ~ ea rn e r 

mu ['; t kno'.·' t! lElt tt ::' 8 ~)os8i bl e t o Gen e r alize aOEle as"Je cts 

COfJDUI:.i cotion ~:::ossi bls . (~' ho ~, tud8nts l t s sk i s tllen , t iE; 

r Rco cnition o f tl ESS ~o ds . 

~ll th e29 e r gunent s l ead to the concl · sion th a t it i s 

• .L 
::!.. t., :.18C 8ssa r :.I 

At this stage, the r esea rchers pause to consider t ha t 

all .the compositions used in the sample of this investigation 

a r e t e stimony that ev en vhen the students are in an advance d 

I e e1 of the :najo r the,j do !lot ffi2s-ter ba sic r e nuireElen t s to 

establi sh 2< L r ~3illmetically corr e ct con:-:lUnj.c;3tion tn ':nglish 

nor to ove rc ome their native languag e interfe r ence . 

Th r ough the analysis of th e data , the r esea rch ers hav e 

found enough 5vi denc s to s t a t e that Qo r e tban t hs influence of 

high r 2t e of int r2 1inGu~ 1 e rrors found i n th 0 c08po s itio: s . 
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t o ,_, OU e d o~s no t rne on t hat 

SCL1 (3 r e8son 

-' .. - -" J 

...... .. J.... ,. ...... - .j.. - , ~ 
J _ _ _ -
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Fi na l ly , it is di f fi cu l t for t he r essa r che r s to g i v e s ug~~s ti o n s 

to ov s rco rn ~ th o ? r ob l sn of t e stu d~n ts ' prod ucti on o f s ynt a c t ic 

~ rrore d u ~ t o ths u~s . f camnuni c?ti v9 s tr e t 9gi ~ ~ . ~ x1) s ri 2nc e 

~nd ~ de9~ kno~lsdge o f t he leu Eu8g c a r e r e~ uir 8d t o f i n d a 

sol u t i on to thi 8 ) r o b1 28 . Ro~ev er , ~ith t he kno~l edge gain ed throu~h 

the ~ro c sss o f t~e ~ r ~ s en~ gr 6~uati 0n ~ork , th e r esea rchers ~r e s5nt 

- The Foreign Lang~ao5 ·Depa~t~ent must re duce t he numb e r 

of stud ents, at least at the intensive courses , in order to give 

more indivi dual att ention to each student. 

- The For e i gn Langua~ e Depa r tment must cr e at e g r oup s of 

study a n d pr actic e o ut s i de th e cl assr oo m, mainly in t he e a rly 

stag e s . 

- Th e For ei gn Lang ue[e ~e~8rtment mu s t e staulish Gr~ar I 

a s a c O M~ ul so ry r e~ ui sit e f o r ~ngli sh Co mryosition I . 

- Th e For e i g n La n g ua ge Depa rtment must o r ganiz e s ho rt 

~orkshops o r semina r s at t he ~n d of e a ch s emes t e r , in which 
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t~e t e8 chsrs Dho l~V ? ~orked in th e int en _iv e courses share 

ex~erienc?s conc e rninG the Ltudy of s rrors in the Gtudents . 

~urt l1'::Tmore , th e evi d,2nc e t;2tl18 r ed throuGh Guc h studies should 

be th e basis f or -;Jlanning l e .rning st r a t egi es for th A students 

in tho08 courses . 

Foreign lang uR[e students in th ~ int ensiv e cour ses 

should be encouraGed t o ~r3cticQ analytic gr anQa r inst e rd of 

inductiv ~ gr aBDa r . 

T_ e ~oreiGn La ng uage ~e~artment shou_ d aim at e stablishing 

a oore student- c ent e r ed cla.sroom atmos~he r ~ in the int ensive 

~nGlish courses . 

'~riting s~ould be taug~t sta rting in the fir s t semeste r 

- ~he For ei gn l2D[ Uage 1S ) 2rtoent sho I d eim at es t abliGhin t 

? ru,::r-; i - unj_f r)rn ':'l: C1 :=-.~,·-"t s nr;tic )lennin i"; L--:. the int ~nsi 1 2 :=nc _isL 

C ') tlr f) -J P • 

- The nUr:J.iJs r of s tu c.:=- nt s ~nro ll -.,:-' Ll CO[J-")osi tio:_ COUr G8S 

r:lUst ,:; r -:;d uc -:·d . 
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B1 DL1 OGR: .P ~_ 

Inv e stiC8 ci on .DOCUf:lentcJl . I'·lexico, Edi t o r es Unidos . 9- 22 

In s trunentos de I nvest i ge cion . lT ovena -;1 icion 

1 e:~ic o , :C:d i tores r:e~dc 2 nos Uni dos . 11- 20 

BI Gl1dond e Castr o , ?TO r I!1a Pe r son a l Int e r vieD . Jun e 1989 . 

Br o'.'!il , :!)oug l Ds L . 1937 Principl es of Lang uage Lea rning 

and Tea chinf!: . 2nd . ed . -~n~l e~700 d Cliffs , ITer! J e r sey : 

P r entic e- Ha ll . 42- 55 

Celce - Hur c i a , I:ari a nn e a n d Di an e Lo r sen- Fr eeclB n 1984 The 

Gr amna r Boo\: . '"Poa ch e r s 1·13 ss2 chuse tt s : 

De~bury Hous e Publishe r s . 10- 613 

Chalker , Sylvi a 1987 Curr ~nt ~n~li sh GraD~2 r u . : . ~ . 

Ea sT·!ill':';:1 Publi sher s . 100- 269 

In t erl anr-; ua ~e Perfo rmanc e : r':: l1G Re l a tion ....,lli. iJ Bet '.';een 

Se l e ctod ~rro r s , Learne r s ' Cha r a ct e ri s tic s , and Lea rn e r s ' 

59- 65 
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Co r de r , S . Pit 19( 4 !I .s tr.:::. t e~i es o f COLmunic Cl tion 'l in s tret e,gi e._ 

in Inte r1 .J J ' u .? f e ConLunic .3tion 0 .'.7 (-::leus Faercl a n d Gabri e l e 

KD3De r. 2n d . ed . Lon con : Lon~~o n I n c . 13-19 

Co r dova G. Jorg e y Victo r Trujil lo A. 1987 ~va lua tion o f t he 

,s tudy PLm f o r Licenci atur8 -3 n I dioma Ing; l e's and Profesol'c do 

en lCl :-=;l1 Gen ol1 za de l I dio r18 Ii1r;les in th e Ba sic .:lr ea of 

th~ For ei~n Lan~ua ~e De pa r tm ent . Gr ad ua tion Dork . San 

3alva do r , ~l Salvador . 14- 20 

Cort e de Rosa , Ma ri a e l Me r Pe r sonal 1nte r vieD . Ma rch 1989. 

Damas de ~r~valo , Mari a Te r esa Person~l 1ntervieD. June 1989 . 

Diaz R., ':lara and Guiller~nina del S . Vas Gu Gz 1987 s tudy of 

the Ne thodologv a n d Te chni nues i n t he ~ee c1inp of the ~ngl i ~h 

T,,:m f': ua~e and its Arn.l ic a ti on i n th e Basic .'\r e" of th e De grees ; 

I' Lic. en I dlol:.lB 1n12: 1 is" andil :?r o f esora do e n I di oLl Tn~l 8S II
• 

Gr ad ua tion Do rk. Sa n 3a lvedor, ~l Salvodor . 1- 15 

1982 I ,,3ngua e 

rr 1:!Q . O~-: for d Uni v e r ~i t: :?r e.ss , Ox fo r d . 133- 199 

~Derc h . Cl a us and Gabri e l e K3SiJer 1 984 !12?l a ns a n d ::.t r 3 t egi e s 

1nt R r1 en~uage ~om[Unic Dtl o n y Cla us 7ae rc 1 . n d Gab r "ele 
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KDs~e r . 2n d . ea . L ~ don : Lo~ Dan Inc . 21- 59 

GL.sn'::01 . J Jll;los ] . and J011l1 :? :;:'or::,.., i o - 935 -::;ss ~ ntials 

of Stati stical ~alysis for t he Behavioral Sciences . 

Col umbuo , Ohio : Herrill Publishing Co . 32- 108 

Han~er1y , Hic tor 1986 Synthesi s in LangUa~8 Tea ching . : n 

Intro duction to Lan~ui stics. Vol . 1 of t he series in 

Langui s tic~ . Se cond Lan~llage Publications . Bl a in e : 

:rashington. 2- 15 

Hendrickson , J a fi es 11 . 1980 " Brror Correction in Fo r ei gn 

Language Teaching . Recent Theory , Research , and Prac tic e . ll 

in Peading on ~ngl ish as a Second Language . ed . by Kenneth 

Cro ft . 30ston : Littl e Bro':.rn and Company . 153- 169 

Hillard , : r nest R. ane Go rdon H. Bo '.'.' e r 198Lj. Th eori as of 

Lara 

Lea rning_ Third . ed . Hen York : Pl. P1J1eton- Cen t uicy- Cr oft 

n 
'<.)~ . , Bl an ca and Dionely ~ . Ba rrer a 193 7 ~val u3cion 

y Di se~o del Plan de ~studio de l Pr ofesorado en ~ .ucacicin 

Medi a uara l a ~nse~anz a de l Tdioma Ing1 e~ ! Gr adua tion 

Dork. San 3a lvador , ~l 3a lva r or . 10- 38 

IIa cer D, Jc:.r.1 CS ?er3011clInterrie\-! . I!8 rch 19 9 . 
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SchrJ ch t e r , J ,'3 c r; ue l:, nand I·I.::: ri cmn e Ce lc e - Ilurcia 1930 !ISome 

ROGP r-n'l tion 3 Conc '2 rninc ':L' O J.noly s i,-.11 in Readinr: on ~nglish 

,~0 . b:;, IC -:; nn '_' tll Croft . Boston : Littl e 

2r o ~n a n d Couuany . 12 - 131 

':::;n~ l e':'ood Cli f f , ~Te ': ' JtS r Se:,' : Pr entic e- _~e ll . 

Suncin -,o r d8 r o , '2\1 vg r Pe r sonel I n te rvi s ~ . Jun e 1989 . 

Teron e , ~l ain e 1984 Ii .som e Thoughts on th e IJotion of Communicati on 

5trat eC/i in s tra te gi e s in Int e r lsnRUEl R8 COmml1niC ;:1 ti on . by 

Slaus Fas rch and Gc briel e Kasper . Lon don : Lon~rnan Inc . 61- 74 

~pron e , =l a ina ; And re~ D. Coh e n and Guy Dumas 1984 1I A Clos e r 

Look at Som e Int e rlan~ua ge Te rminolog y : ~ Fr me~ork for 

Comnunic a tion 0 tra t e~i GG 11 in ltn} t e ~i e s in Inte rla n5uc·.r:::e 

by Cl us Foe rch and G9 bri 01 e Kasp e r . London : 

Lon g08n Inc . 5- 19 

~i ~e rio , Ga i o ~~ rson 8 1 I nt ? rvi e · ~ . J Ul1 G 1 9,09 . 

'Tl11 ire' e cI • 

., ",,-..-.. 
, .A'· { 

- ... .... ' ... 

1930 

- j .- '1 - ':" ...... -: C" ---- -- '- , 
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~e c ond Lanfua~~ ~ cd . by Ienn e t h vr o ft . Bo ton : 

J.Ji t t1 8 =r o ':;n i311 c1 CO!TJ0l1.-7 . 91 - 119 

Turebi an , Ka t e L. 1973 .. r--anua l f or ':Jr i t e r s o f Te r m Pape r s , 

Th e s e s and Di s s ert a tion s . Fourth e d . ChicaRo : The 

Unive r sity o f C iC 8fO Pr ess . 33- 56 

'.-.frir:h t, .'lu r ey L . an d J ame s H. Hc Gillivray 1 960 Le t ' s Lea rn 

Engli sh . 3e cond ~d . U. S . A. Ame ric an Book Company . 
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Auxili a ry Vel~bs : Al s o called !lh e l ~oing verbs!! . A. verb tha t 

combines r.ri t Il enot ler t o forn c3 verb ph 1" e se . 

_\1"i thm etic Ueen : ~' ver a{!,c 0 f r aF s cor es comput ed by a con tinous 

vari bl~ . 

Avoidanc e : ~ tyue of comnunic a tive strategy ~hich consists 

of a ~rou~ o f differ ent Qeans of ge tting aroun d TL r ul e s or 

form s Dhich a r e not ye t an est abli sh ed part of the learn er ' s 

CO!:l-oe t e ::-:c e . =-: : ~ cr_lplG : Topic .i.-v oi dcH1ce , Sel:1Emtic :~voi dance , Appeal 

to a uthority , Pa ra~hra s e , lessa~e abandonment , l angua~e sri tch, 

e tc e t cr a . 

CODpe t en c e : The abi l ity of nat i ve s~ea t e r s to crea te and 

un ~e rstand ~rDmma tic a l sentences , to de t e ct ungr eoma tic a l 

sent enc es an~ to make othe r l insui s tic judgemen t s about 

utt e r ences in t heir len c u8R e . 

Compound sent ence : T~o sent enc cci conne ct ed by a conjunction 

r.rhich expr ess a comul e t e r e _e t ed i dea or thoURh t. 

Co n .i unctions : Cft en ca l_ ed llc oo r dina t e con.iuncti n s tt . They 

- -112 -
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jOil indepcn dAnt sentences to forg a corpoun on e . 

Connector : 

to c oni18 c t sentenc_ ~3ttcrn0 to Doks coeDound senten c es . 

Communica tive s tr teg v : ~n att euut th e l ea rn e r makes to e :" u r ess 

L 2311inr; r;hen he f DC8S a difficult .? in the TL . Thi s difficult ,' 

i s r 2 f e rr ed t o his ina L .auate COBB"nd of th e ~L . 

Contra tive ana ly s i s : ~ o ci entific des crip ti o n o f the l an gua€e 

t o be l ea rnea coupared ~ith the Da r a ll e l des crip tion of the 

n a tive l anGuaGe of t he learner . 

Da t a : Informa ti on or~anized for analysis of comryutation . 

Dire ct Obje c t : th e noun phr ase t hat f ol loDs a tra nsitive ve r b 

in 0 ve r b phrase . 

=rro r : A systematic , consi sten t da vi a t i on cha r acteri stic of 

t he l ea rn e r ' s ling ui s tic sys t eo a t a giv en stage of l earnin g . 

~rror !ill81ysis : The analysi s of the e rrors made b ~/ the students 

at the tiQ8 of l ea rning 3 s e con d language . 

70rds t ha t ave a ~or~Jologic2l an . ) honological s i mi_2rity 
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"!it_1 ·) 'Jc:nl S_l n es ',:it~lOut 8tten din" heir semantic differen ce . 

Indirect Ob j 2ct : O~ e of t_ 8 noun phr ases th t follo1s certain 

v e r~ s that t ake t~o no un DhraS8S as Da rt of th e verb phrases . 

Int e rl cn c u3Ss : The rucc es c i V8 lin~ui s tic s y s t ems th~t c: l earn er 

cor... -::;ruct:..:; OL :1ts '.va' -~o t ::"e :.~=- c t ~ ::.~ - ,- ()f CI TL. 

r't~ rlingual erro r s : ~rro rs caused by t he influ enc e of th e 

l eo rner ' s native l an~uacc . 

Intr lin~ual error s : ~rro r s o ri~in 2 t ed 1i t hin th e structure 

of the TL its elf . 

Intransitive verb : 1\ vel~ b t __ a t does not take an ob.iect . 

Lea rnin~ str ~ t e~y : T_ e str2ts~y used bv the learner in or der 

t o incorDorate t l e TL i nto his int e r lancu2£e systeo . 

i ·loc~C11 ,3 u =dli2.r ~! : _nc verb s uch as ca n , "';'ill , shall , me", must 

or OU!! __ t . 

io rpholo ~y : The stuay of vo rd form a tion including t he origin 

and funct i on of i nflections and de riva tions . 

Ii . .L. al:e : :Jevi~ti ns due to 1,? e rformanc e ractor s su ch as l1eEIOry 

limit .Sition • 



Ho un: _~ fon clo .... s oft n c1a:l·;::ed in ~n!l:l i .... h b~T the abilit,l to 

'Over elabo r at ion : ~ype of coomunicative strotegy by ~hich the 

students apply a rule of the TL to inappropriat e TL forms. 

Object : The noun phrase or phr ases t hat follo~s the verb in 

a verb phrase or the pr eposition in a prepositional phrase . 

Pe rformance : The a ctual utt e r anc e produc ed by speak ers of a 

1311{juage . 

Pr efabric ated Patterns : ~ c08municative st r a t egy by ~hich 

rri. thout kno ':ri.ng its inne r structure . 

Pr epositions : Sho rt ~o r _s normally plac e d befo r e noun~ or 

pronouns . They c an also be folloDS d by ve r bs . 

Possessive fo rm : __ cramnatical infle ction indic a tinR possesrion . 

~andoo Table : A tabl e used to se lect a sample . Za ch r andom 

t able is made up of t en vertic al colunns and fifty horizontal 

ror!s. 

Randomn8ss : It i s r e_ t e~ t o the proba ble fre ruency in ~hic~ 
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events can occur i n r ela tion t o th e tota nUQber of events 

.Sannle : r eprese nt a ti e part of a univer~e . 

Score : Resultant quantity of a n inves tiga tion . 

3emantics : Th e study of sc i en c e of meani nR in lancuage for~ , 

es)e ci a1 ly rdth r e g a r d to it s historical che n ge . 

s tra t egy : The ~ ay tIe learne r uses to lea rn a l a ncuage or the 

me ns he u ses to conmunic a te i n it . 

Syntax : The a rra n gements a n d int err e l a tionships of Dords and 

phr ases , cl a uses , and senten c es . 

Synt a ctic cOD~on ent : T_e ?ert of ~ gel_ e r _tive - transfo r[ ati onal 

.s:: r amma r tlw t de Is ':d t_I syntax . 

~arget Lan g uage : The l an~uage 3 le a rn e r i s a c ~uirin~ o r learning . 

Tr ansfe r : Type o ~ c omnunicative s tra tegy by ~hich the I e rn e r 

transf e r s hi s n oti ve lan~u3~e s y s t em to the TL . It can be 

nega tive or )ositive . 

':l r ansiti ve '10 :;:- ::' : .'c vo r b t het tal;:es c3n Cloject . 

- 116 





--...\_.-------_._ -'.....;....,----_. 

TAE:.LE B.l. continued 

Row 
Column No. 

No. (11 ) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) ( 17) (18) ( 19) (20) 

01 46968 57727 92862 64521 89917 14 :>(;4 645H2 275R1 749]4 84618 
02 44191 53263 55877 73329 45003 13484 05729 04427 78220 762J7 
03 34398 06224 33816 728J1 34792 63531 23099 4008 0 55316 32791 
04 74978 03065 07713·00184 47458 970H 13049 05127 61346 38744 
05 22146 16086 38337 11333 72081 61350 56485 12948 30934 56629 

06 40039 64003 47246 00921 21180 00586 52854 07373 57683 63391 
07 52337 64456 15477 57873 78198 70698 47480 26203 42053 25502 
08 37592 04093 17822 41990 80873 27459 84244 97917 23758 34200 
09 11025 55748 84143 62267 19201 59253 37137 55489 56732 33907 
10 )0337 926:14 54713 38974 68482 3J 749 188)0 55285 70057 31117 

11 67592 82547 89116 56520 42239 61164 20308 98764 37933 69635 
12 93507 52009 18543 46802 54872 30543 36982 99793 87083 09298 
13 24432 37280 64342 72346 15361 0(iJ 2 1 59697 602(';2 31624 76034 
14 39916 31838 27107 88884 4 2320 09792 000,19 45005 75827 08035 
15 74621 96754 ]8?R~ 73369 98967 43572 ]]682 50895 31791 17954 

16 91033 56081 16619 72514 78212 205 25 47263 7R039 19064 10200 
17 42576 67672 91036 3·1846 44013 353 62 28805 95505 02161 31754 
18 06366 306J5 03723 80158 253/6 64856 19564 ] 2928 76497 43950 
19 92709 67089 80871 42549 25946 278 26 ]5413 91875 64696 10638 
20 9108!! 85352 13048 22300 26364 14404 08848 00744 76515 241~9 

21 68859 77447 53900 59084 87482 50111 05451 14315 60403 18459 
22 59541 30913 80422 96303 24641 24328 10016 56207 79630 55961 
23. 39183 26933 4658J 93403 59289 73102 65474 77039 74173 02265 
24 67433 109]2 (;019:'; 76378 1]801 09715 70048 98178 54848 78342 
25 61753 71956 90753 90356 49927 29527 52874 71252 54624 32313 

26 78109 11]00 63196 37458 690:15 13860 36535 67706 69038 99124 
27 93237 15809 7S0tl') 30771 7(1322 51%1 04403 31206 78919 78895 
2/l 37554 88263 89925 91472 19172 25190 20036 49660 48019 54484 
29 62131 17117 23292 51385 33350 769 25 68579 25711 84440 13366 
30 29899 74703 13203 62245 59986 4~3t!'j b4940 155H7 7:J815 114642 

31 16948 5828!1 07173 02989 8980(1 83625 36530 21914 34035 20920 
32 04931 05'.)75 12988 46093 6h168 76011 50465 65845 88i25 0~61l 
33 95714 36£97 18R5] 71308 00507 75046 92152 69721 48222 30832 
34 86053 91435 48661 83657 0%24 02887 08747 99108 27124 33203 
35 59306 01041 31006 96377 01899 46019 02708 87233 38882 06086 

36 05453 54054 03989 67627 77648 01)864 60443 45424 85208 57732 
37 71851 77466 27851 95556 51364 89£32 44104 71038 22524 22996 
38 80203 28098 00409 25751 528·31 45531 99732 34007 64544 49921 
3S 13507 80273 3%68 20128 67517 56633 97475 84244 88092 85606 
40 67926 54145 36779 64621 14395 63670 15744 36269 82307 72877 

41 72567 34426 046Z!! ]1535 79269 95728 222~9 480(i2 95489 82386 
42 28868 56494 11587 F4536 34459 13851 10683 687R1 16773 01936 
43 69574 08044 9:;': 08 29493 98014 850~ 7 69li07 769 60 74220 57117 
44 71200 33079 25741 77834 54450 177'12 59757 116499 37031 80336 
45 89965 59822 45;24 98271 57332 86950 59150 92579 39128 41870 

~6 58718 2Cl1~ 02010 57791 65577 03942 48568 43159 18704 17460 
4" 50541 3819] 0,812 62545 49612 28~,: 1 20001 55993 51606 56563 
48 493n 2!'O]0 20G52 84463 95867 57869 2441'3 586]0 31103 20093 
49 11850 14365 02656 95658 34296 43546 15701 17783 01348 29104 
50 34224 61 U:l4 74270 25777 47937 20 2:)5 63757 46969 61343 19213 

50~ 
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TABLE B.1, continued 
Column No. 

Row 
No. (31 ) (32) (33) (34) (35) (36) (37) (38) (39) (40) 

01 79228 94510 57711 64366 8!'O40 43 271\ 6 90 72 22003 89465 61483 
02 48103 56760 8 2564 33649 3517 (; 327.78 5 ]];,7 0~)'1 H9 474 G2 55931 
03 70969 27677 996 21 63065 73194 7114 G2 1!.l:J 16 7 7~' ·l!J 45 0n 4 39895 
04 69931 20237 75246 59]24 124114 22012 7n31 82-135 5630 1 99752 
05 37208 22741 41946 74109 037 60 21094 40210 76617 52317 50643 

06 60151 92327 85150 27728 64813 47667 66078 03628 95240 03808 
07 46210 47674 53747 95354 67757 75477 26396 09592 96239 50854 
08 55399 48142 12284 95298 56399 613 5 8 87541 12998 79639 63633 
09 23677 64950 97041 43088 80143 34294 '91468 01066 90350 78891 
10 41947 70066 90311 17133 11674 00826 75760 37586 33621 14199 

11 16972 42181 87945 94]04 95701 00743 754 1] 51930 51869 98991 
12 74938 79042 38473 89672 45752 3 5715 89537 78155 09851 249113 
13 78075 53671 81047 92759 94519 59473 9]679 90536 41676 35230 
14 76744 26190 21649 79753 21287 17698 39490 00533 34823 08134 
15 82273 69293 23383 59365 ]8258 54530 47274 6%86 5508) 28731 

16 30239 23081 ' 09526 26055 87099 41372 55512 32754 87317 91638 
17 41177 77163 38252 10349 495]] ] 7540 6]78] 3 2769 51662 55606 
]8 07715 88600 69730 78912 196 42 39764 47]46 19472 84012 08887 
19 16855 47454 98638 151B9 87345 80509 3339 2 5 0BG6 17 629 26208 
20 27985 61979 02979 98092 41184 73815 57939 91057 04860 66667 

21 77411 98433 42302 86602 26596 64175 64359 97570 64437 5559 2 
22 19453 18731 01039 18933 92188 83767 56148 56261 79920 78514 
23 03381 35]19 30355 08287 00448 32800 24]06 04054 70572 710(3 
24 11659 27315 09204 262]3 57325 51470 56]08 2314] 16121 53925 
25 35032 14283 20642 15311 36238 12079 67596 00017 51789 90737 

26 32061 51250 39825 08554 88716 40945 68579 33784 62025 32535 
27 81855 16888 24630 15077 47256 08529 54837 24161 95621 53483 
28 48422 09247 43406 16093 01168 28523 31406 49360 99243 85090 
29 86190 56195 31409 88248 5243 6 70161 98500 74702 99546 74570 
30 90627 37048 50285 69189 97489 83007 31477 13908 97472 74448 

31 60103 76739 57644 5674 6 63005 08804 . 47081 65928 65045 58629 
32 09606 69465 16536 94055 86328 56533 16670 57295 26249 18524 
33 62479 29610 03235 51050 15855 66828 , 081]5 16166 32854 74206 
34 40232 52840 02512 99258 09327 ~,5073 86030 29933 00528 67359 
35 10690 55550 81275 78369 33658 47000 8!J425 60573 81137 254H 

36 73958 38949 99568 72713 22665 03244 17399 83950 66820 08704 
37 56554 57926 41529 00619 51972 09442 60298 81066 28362 .0165 
38 35676 20333 77622 93718 57255 09780 26798 60083 58959 45691 
39 01383 85677 96572 16401 31379 885J9 4J325 33938 36342 03327 
40 29448 88487 05814 82402 42132 85708 89754 57495 57655 786H 

41 56863 94737 68661 43498 33376 BJ659 07422 58435 24855 15523 
42 20269 34456 48608 IJ787 86056 88290 17463 66628 03033 80771 
43 06790 99803 86439 94235 48560 629)2 82302 43198 97087 97104 
44 73690 79726 0 6492 7743J 49864 69775 46450 02J22 09083 92746 
45 76222 20006 98660 88690 01190 05588 76651 03461 11987 80756 

46 18434 21893 80472 19499 80423 58643 27088 6E458 78358 5~6(16 
47 20463 75133 41713 84279 56045 79079 20212 ~'1560 60518 95126 
48 27105 770~5 72016 23683 01386 4038J 74673 J J 811 36625 629511 
49 47736 56338 07546 36084 73126 33364 78730 47282 76795 95719 
50 60938 13970 90288 79457 50343 92054 12541 93216 58624 37392 
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it.BLE B.l, continued 
Column No. 

P 'lW 

I . (21 ) (22) \., (23) (24) (25) (26) (27) (28) (29) (30) 

01 31692 51607 89056 74472 91284 20263 16039 94<191 33767 73915 

02 82997 58320 04852 52595 95514 56543 06636 61291 67504 57205 

03 05043 40582 46051 60261 04996 8 225" 47375 87507 05112 88489 
04 75781 38768 70475 00601 ·18378 3 2()77 36523 3 084 3 07057 78326 
05 21033 15175 30741 45814 92222 167U4 00197 51267 33224 40276 

06 99092 60991 12571 71753 65214 33885 82939 50723 88987 69761 
07 07204 93373 85112 29610 30375 64836 111459 OR2 35 67650 72930 
08 88859 97254 07771 21393 64657 42013 12753 03028 24224 24918 
09 30497 91407 72900 15699 58653 38063 25072 48698 88083 48040 
10 09726 18075 458!'>2 54968 43743 82050 78412 79456 95032 10984 

11 95330 01985 24128 60514 42539 91907 25694 37097 39566 24043 

'-2 09760 32388 05601 49923 66126 541-16 67213 52:!31 48381 89442 
13 01534 81967 15337 95831 8,1643 407n 4756 2 95·194 62087 18064 
]4 11231 5 93:..0 48368 57195 36287 O:lO 'IG 87136 36057 93913 70080 
15 71056 48762 80221 59683 27504 21121 94711 11807 80882 48359 

J6 34208 05374 60304 43178 97247 24875 26259 67622 14657 80354 
17 47132 62839 82198 92445 60650 76 219 02772 48651 66449 89213 
18 55685 93302 43019 45861 95-193 16106 12783 37248 83533 2544 0 
19 17803 18184 10510 27159 83008 20544 41665 99439 70606 28974 
20 55045 17219 66737 59080 78489 126 26 60661 53733 70062 14289 

21 01923 33647 98442 59293 83318 334 25 76112 87062 01295 11083 
22 07202 76476 71888 518'15 17468 41964 6869·1 59 662 55905 26898 
23 68825 68242 95750 11033 58634 78411 08523 19313 29327 47526 
24 68525 06496 17446 41378 32:;68 82019 66101 56733 43308 82641 
25 80819 33515 97373 43064 16221 99697 37951 07947 12935 49391 

26 64200 96929 26044 49283 56545 67200 21325 85056 51345 06309 
27 30156 29121 75874 42399 41121 90643 19585 06364 47203 19679 
28 50467 14282 89098 66717 14753 73356 47781 34165 82842 00121 
29 53764 83212 26675 64184 64455 29023 03181 13674 08838 83829 
30 81727 35572 95469 36825 81882 95083 68323 14965 34166 32351 

31 30007 55558 96026 97398 21723 86560 52617 07771 61886 4A234 
3Z 75104 23682 78756 72728 85940 57290 75507 7I!715 0]426 02310 
33 06180 62724 36835 80288 25075 32609 33312 21348 87710 55457 
34 22098 34834 66117 36252 82717 50585 4363 9 79999 07414 84003 
-~ 13173 64783 20984 11929 If1849 26211 77375 49561 96747 67007 

'36 75273 36108 55265 15653 82270 99216 27805 60088 06056 97377 
37 89849 65756 44454 04602 14292 74458 57777 35934 (15160 26359 
38 91108 43562 18883 16569 49599 73871 67101 1 20~'1 56492 15981 
39 51843 01542 178Rl 1295 1 !H913 39583 949G9 61146 35907 72164 
40 . 02644 23564 85464 6:!947 92571 89377 85(1(H 8465 ·1 20465 86212 

41 38608 83374 74032 62183 08740 05279 30155 31032 71512 16476 
42 43164 28909 88624 14992 85359 10193 32491 14769 63691 92610 
43 80933 52950 456'16 36636 05085 28053 27596 5·1873 684i6 65823 
H 67690 96766 69250 1931~ 47855 43489 77479 G241R 54079 40069 
45 68579 17014 25362 15114 30982 27250 29052 71115 83369 46776 

46 46353 39733 44677 50133 26623 15979 10651 04263 3-1 08 7 67005 
47 30039 09532 52215 09164 20930 88230 43403 63230 83525 935JO 
48 89200 ~2772 42195 91634 39272 46462 76835 27755 03151 75692 
49 58118 57942 14807 68214 76093 47484 24468 91764 52907 ]6675 
50 97230 33027 70166 43232 98802 70715 30216 35586 lR909 79658 
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: .P 1 =: . D I ~c C 

LI ST OF -=RRO::-~,J 

I . orn ,sDl on.s 

1 . Najor Constituent s 

( '3 ) i,I \~ __ ;J [-"; 

Hn,::no '::n 1 )"'~ th e v/e,31 thy peopl e accLlsed t hj_ s place of 0 

t he guerrill a 's house ••• ( A2 ) 

Unknovm 2 ) * ••• some of the se people tri e d to convince our 

~arents 0 to gi ve up our ideas ••• (C2) 

Unkno vm 3)* ••• asked him 0 for the court ••• (C2) 

Unknown 4)* ••• later th e teacher 0 at me ••• (C3) 

Unkno vm 5) * ••• the bus driver said "hold on Vie a r e 0 to 

overturn" ••• ( Gl) 

Unkno VJn 6)* ••• some of them ere married, 0 to attend their 

children ••• (PI) 

b. Subjects : Joun or Pronoun 

Tr ansfer 7)* ••• I turned aroun d my head to s ee \'/ho 0 was ••• ( AI) 
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Overgen 8 ) * ••• a nd I me t a fri end there \'/ho knew eve rythin~ 

and 0 tol d me ••• ( A4) 

Ove r gen 9)* ••• later a t eache r c a lled the g roup in whi ch 

I was and 0 entered into the ••• (C3) 

Tr ansfer 10)* ••• then we began to walk to La Ca ve rna del Le6n 

and s uddenly 0 started to rain ••• ( Vl ) 

2 . Grammatical Mo rphemes 

a. Pr epo sitions 

Transfer 11)* ••• about our courtship , but they did not agree 

o because ••• ( Al) 

Avoid 12)* ••• it was 0 August 10, 1 981 ••• (Ll) 

Unlmo.m 13 )* ••• 'Ie a rrived 0 s t. Ana City •.. ( Rl) 

Unkno 'm 14)* ••• a terrible visit 0 La Caverna del Leon ••• ( Vl) 

Unknovm 15) * ••• 'Ie a rrived 0 Amapulapa, and na i d 0 the 

ticke t s ••• (R2) 

Unkno wn 16)* ••• I de ci ded to gO ~ Cig uapila pa ••• (Vl) 

b . Articles 

Overf';en 17) * ••• 'I e made us friends a nd in 0 f ew mon:.hs ••• ( Al) 
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Tr3nsfer 18)* ••• I never onna have 0 boyfr iend ••• ( A4 ) 

Overgen 19)* ••• about some cornpl oints from 0 neighbors •• (C2) 

Unknown 20 ) * ••• a tire had exploded and he could stop against 

o thick ~all by the roa d ••• ( Gl) 

Unknown 21)-)(' ••• so I dec i ded to stop 0 taxi cab ••• (G2) 

Unknown 22 ) -:l- ••• finally , 0 afternoon went dorm ••• ( R2 ) 

Unknown 23 ) * ••• finally , 0 next day we came ••• (Sl ) 

Transfer 24 ) * ••• I 'Jas 0 er.rployee A A ~ (.S2 ) 

Transfe r 25)* ••• I saw in 0 direction whe r e I live ••• ( S2 ) 

c. Plurals 

Overgen 26 ) * ••• all the student0 \'Jere making . . . (C3) 

Unknm'lll 27 ) -l(- ••• it ha. yene d , 'Ihen I :Jas six yea r0 old ••• (C3) 

Unkno\'lll 28)* ••• these televisions set0 don ' t have ••• ( El) 

Overgen 29 ) ,;- three fri end0 and I went to ••• ( Gl ) 

Unlmo\'m 30) * •.• helping him '!hen he has pr o blem0 ••• (In) 
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UnknoITn 31)* •.• one of the Dost ~onderful church¢ i n El 

S~ lvador ••• (Rl) 

Overg cn 32)* ••• I sa~ a l o t of bDt¢ and r at¢ ••• ( VI) 

d . Auxiliari es 

Unlmo 1:m 33 ) -x . ••• I ¢ n e ver gonna have boyfriend ••• (A4 ) 

Unknorm 34)* ••• I ¢ going to do a ll my homev!orks ••• ( C3 ) 

SiliPJlif 35)+:· .... six ye a rs when my Qoth e r ¢ s ent me to school 

• • • ( C3 ) 

Sim,lif 36 )* ••• after I ¢ d runk a soda ••• (Ch) 

Simplif 37)* ••. I had aust go tt e n off bus 26 , 0 1al ked t~o 

blocks ':!hen ••• ( (;5 ) 

Simplif 38 )''+ ••• I hit an oldsmovi l which 'la s in rIV left side , 

jlist fi::'12.ch e c: seyin~ ~'.L { '\ ' ula l.- ••• J,12) 

Si mpll. f 4C>· ••• ot _er thir~J; t _.at c an I do is intra. nC G him 

':.'i Ll rl .'.' farnil~' bec::3 use he 0 need to knO'.'l about 

ql,Y life too ••• On ) 
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41) of- ••• I 0 s ca r ed of i t and r J l1 to t ,le p, ,, t e ••• ( S2 ) 

e . Re ,ula r Past Ten s e/Regular Pas t Pa rtici nle : Ed 

UnknoTIn 43) * ••. they got convinc e0 ••• ( AI) 

UnknoTIn 44) * ••• th ey told th em (refering to the par ents) 

t ha t we ·rould had many p r obl ems if Vie con t inue0 

wi th •• • (C2 ) 

Transfer 45 )* ••• th ey we r e invent0 f r om t he old ••• (C2 ) 

Unknown 46 )* ••• I almost felt to sle ep •• so I deci de0 ••• 

( G2 ) 

Unkno wn 47)* ••• we crossed t he Oaklan d bridge and pic·0 up 

( G2 ) 

Unknown 48 )* ••• de ci ded t o h elp the peonle Vlho r esult0 

hurt ••• (P2) 

Unkno wn 49 )* ••• cro wd \"Ihich pushed us an d pul10 ••• ( R3) 

Unknown 50 ) * ••• I sa'.'l my ho use fallen dorm by t he 

ea rthquake and I ask0 t o my ••• ( 02 ) 
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f . Third Pe r son Si ngula r Infl e ction . 

Ove r gen 51 )* ••• i f a ma n like~ me •• ( Nl) 

Overgen 52)* ••• be cause he need~ t o kn oD ••• ( Nl) 

f!) . 'Infiniiive J lor ,.,;:er i,: to t! 

Transfe r 53)* ••• a group of people whose only interest i s ~ 

make money ••• ( G3 ) 

Transfer 54)* ••• one of them de cided not ~ continue ••• ( P2 ) 

Transfer 55) * . . . I de cided to chan g e o f studies a n d 0 hav e 

. . . (P3) 

Transfe r 56) * ••• the only thing we rIan t ed to do wa s ~ s1]/i m ••• 

( R2 ) 

Tr an s f e r 57)* ••• it is not easy ~ ride ••• (/2) 

h . Po s s e ssive Form :' s 

Ove r gen C: Q)" ~ ) U To ••• J.. neither had a dr ive r 0 lic en se ••• ( G2) 

3 . Pronouns 

a . Obje ct Pronoun 

Tr an s f e r 59 )* ••• to intro du c e 0 with my " family and tells 

t~ em abo ut our courtship b ut ••• (Al) 



'1'r3n fe r 60 )* . . . th 3n , I t81~3d to t~e sa l es~onan abou t tlis 

p r o l a m and I 8ho~ed 0 t he ••• (el) 

Transfer 61)* ••• so , the mast e r asked 0 to k eep silen c e ••• 

(1 12 ) 

Transf e r 62 ) * •• cro w which p urhe d us a nd pull 0 a nd I ••• (R3) 

II . ADDITIOnS 

1 . Doubl e Marking 

a . Di r ect Obj e ct 

Overgen 

Pref . P 

Ove r gen 

63 )* ••• he asked me to be his girlfri end and I 

accepted ~ ••• (in ) 

64 )* ••. all th e subj e cts that I took it ••• ( 2) 

b . Present Indica tive 

65 ) * .•• kno.'.7 his f amily too , ebout his life , his "fork , 

\,111 e t doe she 1 L~ e to do ... (H ) 

c . Auxili a r y Verbs 

Ove r gen 66)* ••• the 10rst i s that thi s youth that i s in front 

of the t e levi s i on se t~ don ' t have r ealizinp th a t 

• •• (-::::1) 
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J:1UGi.c \! , · .-J '.::or._~ ,_· t ,_- So '::l ;-' ''8;'' If 5 ) 
\ - . OJ . "" " ""'- "e '" .~ 

• •• (12 ) 

8 . Negative Form 

~r~nsfer 69)* ... she said i f nobody did not ~ive me ••• (C3) 

::='rp::sf.:;; r 70 )~I.- ••• the t '/ 0 brothers di d not su ff e r nothing ••• (P2 ) 

2 . Simple Addition 

a . Addi t i on of " be ll in an adve rbi a l phrase 

Transfer 71)* . . . I de cided t o stop Cl taxi cab and lived th e 

place as soon as ~ ,possible ••• ( G2 ) 

b . Articles 

Overgen • • • I neithe r hac a driv er license nor ~ in sur a nc e 

to pay ••• (G2) 

Overg.:;;n 73)* ••• we crossed the Oakla nd bri dge ••• ( G2 ) 

Ovs r £e n 74)* ••. 5e ca n realize about many int e r est i ng things 

lhich do not exist i n our country , for instance . 

the t e chno logic al ••• on) 

OV9 r~en 75 ) * ••• th e last 6th of August there was a sunny 

mornin F; ••• (H2) 



Overgen 7F)* •.• I ' ll invite him to my hous e to hav e ~ lunch 

or a dinner (Nl) 

Overgen 77 )* ••. next, I lost the control of ••• ( V2 ) 

Ove r gen 78) * ••• soon I f elt a pain in my arm ••• (V3 ) 

c. Prepositions 

Transfe r 79 ) * ••• as I can r emember she ..,vas t a lking too much in 

that day . . . (C3) 

Transfer 80)* ••• I told .EL myself ••• {C3 ) 

Transfer 81 )* ••• everything around of me ••• (C3) 

Transfer 82 ) 0;':0 ••• I knew that she wo uld di e in any moment ••• ( C4 ) 

Transfer 83)* ••• bu t I coul d not a ccept t hat it was hannened 

in that day •.• (C4) 

Transfe r 84
0
) * ••• I ask to my neighbo rs ••• ( S2 ) 

Tr ansfe r 85)* ••• I told to my boss ••• ( S2) 

Tr ans fer 86 )* ••. I r ode on a horse ••• ( V2 ) 
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d . Ad verbs 

Over el S f) * and decided to look fo r a pla c e ~he r e to have 

br eakfa st ••• c.- 1) 

e . Be rker !lto" a ft e r specia l verbs . 

Over gen 88)~'" ••• we \'JO uldn ' t l et them to dest roy \lha t \'Ie ••• CC2 ) 

Ove r gen 89 )-* . . . t hey make young people . t o become drug use r s 

(t·13 ) 

Ove r gen - 90)-:-:- ••• . vte r eal i zed that that kind of a ctivity let 

us to make a stronge r and l as ting ••• ( R2 ) 

Over gen 91)* ••• youth' s .va y ••• ( El) 

Overgen 92) * r ock ' s music ••• ( El) 

OVG r gen 93)* • • • t he nei ghborhood ' s houses ••• ( El) 

3 . Compound ~ddi tion 

Ove r e l 9h ) -K I r ealized t ha t exis t ed many nr oblems about 

th e uni ve r sity ••• ( A2 ) 

Overe l Q!:;) -l(-
,/./ ~e su ff e r ed t oo much beca use of th e ea rth quaKe 

but I -think that on th a t night th e majori t y lDf 

us ••• ( :\3 ) 

[k»IB!,.19JliC: 



Overel 

Ovcrel 

Over el 

Overel 

Over el 

Over e l 

OV8 Y'81 

96,0:, .••• a t the moment o f dinne rtime ••• C.3 ) 

97)* ••• i n t h8 vhri s t~as time ••• (~3 ) 

98 )* ••• in th e mo rning of t hat day ••• ( A3 ) 

99; * ••• I bought a nice "pair o f shoes . I tried 

on my shoes ••• eCl) 

100) * ••• the girl ~ tha t vas sellin~the shoes ••• eCl) 

101 ) * ••• shy as well as I .•. ( C3) 

In;:> ·h · ...---/ our n~m8G ••• she aIlel (07.' 
\ vJ) 

O'ler e l 0103-) ,'- ••• the bell beg8n t o ring ••• ( C3) 

Overel 104)* ••• the guy Dho Das driving ••. (C5) 

Overe l 105 )0 ••• I tol a ~ v9 rythinp to my pa r ents and until 

th.3t time I r ef.1embe r ed ••• (C5) 

Overel ~06)* ••• and I dr ove to ~y house t o and have rest •• 

( G2 ) 

C ersl 107'* f~lt +0 ) • • • _ _ v dancing ••• (G2) 
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Ove r e l 

OV2 r el 

Ove r el 

Ove r el 

Overel 

Overel 

Ove r e l 

Ov e r e l 

l08~* ••• behind th Em it exi sts 0 gr oup of ••• ( G3 ) 

109)* ••• vatchin~' mu s i c vi deos ma k e ch a n ge s •• (El) 

~lO )* ••• hi s ha~piness o f being in t hat memorable 

day ••• ( -·12 ) 

111)* ••• f o r me tli s Das r e a lly th e mo t spe cial tri p 

that I r ememb e r (81) 

112) * ~~. my narents a n d I de ci ded t o make a tri p to 

spend our vacation in a n isla n d i n th e Fonse c a 

Gul f ••• ( I) 

113 )* ••• fortun a t e ly m~ chil dren, oy wife , a nd me 

v/e r e '/i th no da ma Rs ••• ( ,'32 ) 

t h e ship workers ••• (UI) 

115 /'~' ••• a c a r loa ded nith e:x~losives mede eXT)losion ••• 

III . ~n ,sFORnATIONS 

1. Overr egul a riza tion 

2 . 0 r onF us e of va rb form s 

a . l Addi tion of the t hird pe r son s inRul a r infl ection . 

Ove r gen 116)* ••• I t ook h im home t o ••• a n d tells the m about 

( J.l) 
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( -', ' ) - , - , 

Ove r cen l I B) ~:, 1e fel t s08 e thin~ ra r , tha t f li ed ~ round 

( 1 1 ) us ••• _ 

Unl\: o~';n 119) '::' lo t n e c5s ~D ry to call ed th e ~olicc ••• (Gl ) 

Over gen 121 )* ••• I t ol d by mys e l f as a r eD~ r de( c t h e r ••• 

((;3 ) 

~ 5 ,'(l (l J' J'1 0 '1 of 11 T_ ' ,TC· ii o . __ 1 . __ IJ ~ 1 _ ~ro~r 8s si ve fo r o . 

rrrcnsfe r 1 22 , -x c1 L1 rin r I 

co f fee • • • C~4) 

TI~ ~ ncI~ Cl r 12-)'::-d l...l ~ _ JI ••• she '_',1':8 t elldn1:' too [.lll ch ••• ( ",3 ) 

Tr ansfe r 124)* ••• hapuy because she Des t alki nr t o ~e ••• (C3 ) 

'T1 r an~-~ c r 12 ~)'~:-__ . 1 C" 1. , ___ ../ ... I 1.'!PJS tel d n i.] '.',li t h t h em fo r about [1::0 

11 0 u r s ••• ( r; ~- ) 



~i --~ " ) .,. 

Tr ?ns f c r 127 ) * ••• they ~~nt to ~~a r th e s~ m e clothes th e singe rs 

.'. r .Jnsi'e r 

(j -; ....... Yl r":'(:::'I, 
- .• ' - l. .. ,., ~-

1.2'} )'):' ••• T f ailed t',-ro of the subject.'::; t118t I Y.'at:: 

, - -. ) .. -'- .':",,.-: -: . _ .. 

l ~ ~, .. 
.- ~. ;. ) -.-.-

( UI ) 

- l~h -

fo r l' 0.t urn ... ( r:?- l ) 

[2''':; t tine n'l . " 
';-no .. ,' ,,=, r1 r e c 
[ .. ,. _ , .. . ( - '-' 



Over gen 134)* ••• if 18 C ntinue 1ith our ~urposes ••• (C 2 ) 

O!~rgen 135 )* ••• to do Dll my 10m0ITO~ks •• • (C3) 

Transfer136 J* ••• th es~ t elevi sions set ••• ( Gl) 

~, t he D2joritJ o ~ 88803 a ~ e fool and 

felses ( :21 ) 

Over gen 138) * • • • to buy some fruits •• • aLl) 

Tran s fer lL~O)-::- •• • o the rs changes thc.t music •• on) 

OV81'.:.en 141 ) -::- ••• s tudents fail mor e than on e "" ub.iec~ 

c, urin .'< ( ;:::1 ) . ... - -

Over gen 142)';':- . •• ' j '3 bcg8n to en jo,Y our 011 da y.a ••• (R3) 

2 ~ rc h i/ 1t p ~n q~ ir. ~ ~O - t- s • 4L ... _ __ .I _ -" ~ _ - v_ - c J. .L :1. 

C s r :ren 143 .).:: . •• • ~1 3 -':.01 . ~ •• r •. ~7 b .ttle cousin '-'ias died ••• 

1'18 S crYin c fo r " •. on) 
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ove r.c;en lLt5) .:: ••• I still '/ere v ry s[:ld ••• ( Al+ ) 

Ove r gen 11-+6 ).;, ••• 2,:'!1QSt all my f amily were a t home ••• (LI) 

Ove r gen lLl-7) * • • • music vi deos whi ch are more popular 

Ovegen 

among young peopl e i s ••• (M3) 

14~* ••• it Das ve r y hard because all the subjects 

.ITQ.. not ••• ( P3 ) 

b, Use of Drong Mod al Auxili aries. 

Ov er gen 149 )* ••• be cause for his f amily I'll kno w ••• ( Nl) 

Over gen lsn)* ••• we could leave the fair ••• ( R3 ) --- -

Overgen 151)* ••• that t he fir e TIas been extinguish ed ••• (Ul) 

Overgen 152)* ••• I could try to know about his life ••• ( N1 ) 

Overgen 153)* ••• I can of f er my help if he ha s ••• ( Nl) 

Ove r gen 154 )* ••• I'll invite him to my house ••• (Nl) 

Overgen 15~* ••• other thing tha t can I do is introdu ce ••• ( Nl) 

Over gen 156) * ••• . if a man... I could try to ••• en ) 
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Ov e r gen 157 ) -:,- ••• I c o ul d speak 'lith him about ••• ( NI) 

c . Pr epo s ition s . 

Ove r gen 1 58 )+;- ••• but y e t t he wealthy ••• C\2) 

Overp:en 159 ) * ••• _ thi s VJas v e ry funny -.i2.... me ••• ( A3) 

Ov e r gen 160 )-:f ••• ~ Jul y , 1 98 5 ••• ( 1~4) 

Transfer 1 61:) * ••• th eir OVln culture for foIling •• ( A5) 

Ov e rgen 1 62 ) * ••• t hey we r e inven t from th e o l d peopl e ••• (C 2 ) 

Over gen 1 6.3 ) -¥.- ••• \'rh e n th e t ea che r c a me in to it.. ( C3 ) 

Tr a n s f e r _1 6 4) * ••• I talked \vi t h the ••• ( Cl) 

Transfe r 1 65"} * ••• I was t a lking with t hem fo r about VlO 

hours ••• ( CL~ ) 

Ove r gen 1 66 ) * ••• an oldsmovil vlhich wa.s in my I e ft ••• ( G2 ) 

Overgen 1 67 )-Y.- ••• i mitation in cultures of f o r e i gn cultures 

• • •• ( HI) 

Tr ans f e r 1 68 )-:<- ••• t h a t youn g: lJeoD l e CGn improve t h e behavio r 

vri th th eir p a r ents ••• (HI ) 
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Over gon 1 69)* ••• I rya ~ in the Oa~lnnd Dri dge ••• ( G2 ) 

Tr onsfe r 170) -X- . ~ . f or of hOI:18 ••• ( Ll ) 

Ove r gen 1 71 1* ••• a t a t erribl e ca r a c ci dent ••• ( Ll ) 

Trans f e r 172)-)0- · . . othe r thing tha t ca n I do is introduc e 

him Dith my family ••• ( Nl ) 

· . . because fo r hi s f ami ly I 'll knOi'! ••• (In) 

Tr s ll s fe r 17 LI-) -:~- · . . rre '.'!ere I i vin;:; to AmaDulapa • •• (R2 ) 

l ~~ '* ••• th en ~e had breakfas t outside 0 f the ..J...(./ .1 

house ••• ( R3 ) 

Over gcn 176H.:; ••• de ci ded to s-pend s 11 day l on g in t he fair ••• ( R3 ) 

Overgen 177 ) * ••• a ft erna r ds , ne had traveled a t about •• (R2) 

Ove r gen 178 ) * ••• to mate a fire ' in th e se asho r e ••• ( Sl ) 

d . Pronouns 

Over gen -179)'+ ••• a fri end of hi s •• (8-2) 

Cve r gen 180 ) -:;. ••• a fter ~ a rri ved my f a the r a n d my si s t e r •• 

(ITl) 
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e . Aclve r b:::; 

v c r GG il 181)* ••. tlDt I only undre s sed Dys81f ••• ( G1) " 

OVeTt;en 1 8 2-) ,; ••• l.1ore t 1a l1 n eve r ••• ( H2 ) 

f . i\.d j ec tives 

Ove r gcn 183 )* • • I hac t o r.J.eet t:1Y boy fri e n d but t he cl as s 

ended early ••• ( A4 ) 

Over gen 1 8 1:;'-) ": ~- •• • s h e was ,: e}l:d§:1h ug l y ••• ( C3 ) 

Ove r gcm 1 85) * ••. I I m th e old chil d ." •• (In ) 

Ovprgen 

Overgen 1 8 7 )* ••• I s t a r ted as a bi o l oFY st u dent a n d I failed 

t h r ee subjec t s ... but the n e :~t semes t e r V!DS 

po r st ••• (P3 ) 

e. . Demonstra tives 

Overgen ) "* ' 1 1 88 ,- ••• "t 1ese rJa y I CGn hav e a ve r y gooc; •• On ) 

Overgen 1 89 ) * ••• they a r e taking fr om thi s videos ••• ( "~l) 

h . Conjunction s 

Tr ansfe r 1 90} -X- ••• it seemed to me ve r y easy ••• bu t later 

it loo~~int e resting ••• ( A2 ) 
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-..J.i. 2 . 1 o f t i1'j !·.1 r.121:e Ch 3 1 re ... ••• ( Hl) 

Tr .:::>n s f e r 1 9 2) '~· . . . my first drCl Y a t th e uni re r s ity bef;an 

after I r e c eived my di p lor.1a i n High s choo l, 

but I ""uff e r ed a lot ntil no 'I . . . ( P3) 

Tr ansf e r i 9.3)·::· • •• r/e stay e d in tha t ••• , but during t hi s 

time ••• ( Sl) 

i . In t pn s i fie r s 

Oven~'en 1 94 ) i:· ••• I beg fm to feel so nervous, I a_most 

cri ed ••• (C5) 

j . Poss e ssives 

Ove r .c:en 1 95) oY.. • •• 'Then t he 8nS\'.'e r ' s da y ••• ( C2 ) 

Ove r g en 1 96 ) * ••• our youth~ behaviors ••• ( El) 

Ove r gen 1 97)* ••• r ooM ' s mo t or shi p ••• ( Ul) 

k . J.rticles 

Ove r gen 198)* ~agreabl e voice ••• C \1) 

Ove r ge n l og )* a incoDuar a ble love ••• CA1) 
./ . - -

Ove r gen 200 J';;' ~ s· eci al dat e ••• (Li ) 



Ove r ,gen 201 / ·x· • • • t old r.J. e a bad n e1.'!S • • • en) 

Over~en 202 ) * • •• an t erri ble vi sit ••• ( Vl) 

3. Poo r lexic on 

a . Ve r bs 

Over,gen 203)* • •• De Dade us frien ds • •• (.1) 

Over gen 204)* • •• if he could ge t into the c l a ss ••• ( Al) 

Over gen 205 )* • •• and trying to kn o1.'! each othe r • •• ( Al) 

Unkno nn 206 ) ·x· ••• lose t heir O\'ffi culture for f olling fore i gn 

·cu s toms •• ( A5 ) 

Overgen 20 7 )* ••• my f amily intended to seperate us but t hey 

coul d not ge t it •• • ( A2) 

Overgen 208) -J(. ••• an d also I started kno vring much mo r e ••• ( A2) 

Over gen 209)* ••• don ' t learn anything ed uc a tive ••• ( .5 ) 

False F. 210) * ••• t hese videos pre sent scenes like ••• ( A5) 

Transfer 211)* ••• s uddenly on e of my uncl e s aPDea r ed masquerade 

of s t a . Cl a us • • ( A3) 



Tr a n sfe r 212 -)* ••• an d a ll the s tud e nt s ne r e making a line •• (C3) 

Ove r gen 213)* ••• a t e acher c a lled the g roup •• ( C3) 

Ove r g en 2 14)* ••• we began running a cross the room •• ( C3 ) 

Tr a n s f e r 215 .' * ••• to avo i d us t o buil d the court ••• ( C2 ) 

Ove r~en 21 6)* ••• tha t we could played until 8 p. m ••• ( C2) 

Ove r gen 217)* ••• ne had t o add the signatur e s •• (C2) 

Overgen 21 8) * . . . hon p l eased we ~e re for h ad had the pe r miss ion 

and can p l a y in i t (C 2 ) 

Oversen 21 9 ) * ••• I ~ everyrthere looking for someone •• ( C3 ) 

Overgen 220 )* ••• the y a r e t a king from thes e video s ••• ( El) 

Overgen • • • ~hen ~e had to p r eua r e for return on we di d 

not nan t to EO out of \"la t e r ••• ( Gl ) 

Overg en 222)* ••• I deci ded to stOD th e taxi c ab ••• ( G2 ) ._----

Ove r g en 223 )-~- ••• after '-.' 2 au pay our money ••• ( ·,2 ) 

Tr211Sfe r224) .:. ••• )e . in d ther,l i t exi.sts a g2.~O lp of ••• ( G3 ) 

- 1~.2 -



Tr ansfer 225 ) .:<. ••• t he - alie na tion for sin~ers ••• ( ~l ) 

False F. 227)';/'· ••• I ha d t give consolation t ••• ( El ) 

1 './e ·;~'::~E:n 228 .. ..• be a se .&' -., his farli .. J' It 11 kno ll'. .. C- .. _) 

'_,f er~~e·"l 229 -)·: ... kno.', his family could be ••• ( n ) 

Ove r gen 230 ) * ••• 'Jhen t he a ccident o ccured r/e ••• ( Ll ) 

Tran s f e r 23]) .:+ ••• I f e lt like a crazy ••• ( Li) 

Transfe r 232 ) 01.- ••• to a tt en d t hei r chil d r en ••• (Pl) 

Tran s f e r 23.:9* ••• th e :?·30:?le ,lho r esu1 t hurt ••• ( P2 ) 

Transfer 234 ) "* ••• but th e p r oblem ~ vJhen ••• ( P2 ) 

Overgen 235 ) * ••• t heY E.2.i. sa d ••• (P2 ) 

Overgen 236) ,(- ••• t hey \Jere afr a i d 0 f th e ••• ( P2 ) 

Ove r el 23~* ••• ne began to enjoy our holidays ••• ( 3 ) 

Overgen 2 ~ n\ * J O;· ••• made s~imming com~e titions ••• ( Sl) 
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Over p;en · . . T sa~ in dire ction Dhe r e 1 live ••• ( S2 ) 

b . noun , 

Transfer 240.* ••• in th e class ••• ( Al) 

Transfer -241)* ••• I f eel 8 strange sensation ••• ( Al) 

Ollergen 242 .:\ . ••• my kno .'Jle dGes a t •• ( A2 ) 

Transfer 243·) .;{- ••• God gi ves me the force ••• ( A2 ) 

Transfer 244)';':- • • • the August fair .0. 

Overgen · . . .'Ii th that field o • • 

'alse F. 246~* ••• a l i ttle distra ction 

( A3) ,. 0 

(C2) 

••• ( C2) 

Transfe r 247~* ••• that a ll these things ~e r e fal se ••• (C2) 

False F. 248 )* ••• all th e students De r e making a line ••• (C3) 

Ollergen -249)* ••• 1 di d not knorJ he r behavior ••• (C3) 

Oller gen 250)* ••• in the l ast amusement ••• (C3) 

Olle r gen 251)* ••• a terrible illness ••• (C4) 



Ove r cen 252) * ••• th eir r eal entity ••• ( El) 

False F 25j)* ••• t he m~jori t~ of t e l evi ~ i ons ••• ( El) 

' Over gen 254 -) -Y.- ••• and a 11 th e travel ••• ( Gl ) 

Transfe r 255)* ••• coconut TIa t er ••• ( Gl ) 

OV8 r gen 25h ).;~ ••• to chnolo gice.l adve. nc es ••• ( Ill ) 

False F . 257 ' )* ••• th e national hymn i s ••• ( M2 ) 

Tr an s fer 253)i(' ••• to change of studie s ••• ( P3 ) 

Over gen 259)* ••• t he excursion ••• ~Rl) 

Over gen 260) ~, ••• my fri ends and I 1 .L" ••• El a Ke (3 .!. l r e in t h e 

s ea shore ••• ( Sl) ... 

Over cen 261)* ••• to sinG r omantic s ongs , to t ell tales , 

t o •• • (.Sl) 

Fa. lse F . 2(2)* ••• \'!e r e in Libe rty ,'Pe r l\: ••• ( 52) 

Trans f er 263)* ••• gthe r thing that can ••• ( Hl) 
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rnl ~~n~~p r ~ r l) * i L 
_ ..!. c .,:, 1__ /nLi •• • __ l., '.y:. S Cl C 1 e s S r:1 a y _ s • •• ( :\1 ) 

Over r en - ( 5) * ••• t hi s ~1 2 c 9 o f th e ff u e ~rilla ' s ho use ••• 

( .1..2 ) 

Tr .'} n rr:.'i .::. I 2' ';0 1 ••• r1 rin.dn e:: co ff ee ve r y n e rvous • • • ( A4 ) 

Ove r E?·n 267) ·::· ••• ,::nc. • a 'J , ev er: t !1C ~~T [' n d chilclr en ••• ( C2 ) 

, 
Ove r gen •• • ue ~e r e in fr ont of La C. ve rn a del Leon an ~ 

ente r ed . An d a ft er , we felt ••• ( Vl) 

OVP. T' P.ll . - u - . e C8use there Des 2 fire . _:fter thi s , a t 

5 : 10 p . m. I TIent ••• (Ul ) 

Tr ans f er '270 )* ••• TIhen suddenly a agr eable voic e •• ( AI) 

Tr ansfe r 271)* ••• thes e videos ur esen t s cenes like unreal 

s e:c .•. ( -'-5 ) 

Transfer .27 2)* ••• don ' t l e a rn anything educ a tive ••• ( AS) 

Ove r t; en ? '7 ~) * - ( . 
. . . 
e • • 

i t 

( AI) 

a tall , black " s trong an d handsome 
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Tran~fer 27~)* ••• until a ~ood day •• (~l ) 

Tr ansfe r 27S) * ••• t o ha e a little di s tra ction ••• (C2) 

Overgen 276 )* ••• the videos are fool ••• ( El) •.. 

False F. ~7 )* .. th e r e are t hree najor r easons TIhy ••• (Pl) 

Overg en 2(,[j ) c; ••• but the next semeste r \'Jas \fO r s t •• (p3) 

Over gen 279 )* ••• some friends and I deci ded to t ake a trip 

by train to one of t he touri;stio .places .•..•.. (r2 ) 

Overgen280 }* ••• all the year ••• (R3) 

Transfer 281 )* ••• if the fire had re a che d the fuel it has 

been morta l •• ~Ul ) 

e . quanti fi e r s 

Overgen 282 )·::· ••• ;'/e suffered too much be cause of ••• (13) 

f . Pr e:t;)ositions 

Transfer 283 )* ••• the old bus crashed vith a truck ••• (P2) 

Transfer 28h)* ••• during th e trip , TIe ha d •• ( R2 ) 
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Transfe _ ~ ,~5) '::' •• • . ··e stayec in that ~)lace during days ••• ( Sl) 

Tr a n s f e r ?r' .. ()* ••• rl urin ~ t his time I r:l"'CJ<=> ( Sl) 
- . '" '-' ... . 

Transfer ~37)* ••• and I ~as unabl e t o walk during a •• (V2 ) 

g . I-:!on,junction 

Ove r r;en 2Cl S ) ·x· ••• like if I ha d knQ1.·m ••• ( AI) 

h . Adjective Phrase 

Pr efabr i . Z8G ).:;. ••• decided to spend all da y long in the fai r 

••• (R3 ) 

i. No un for another g r ammatical element . 

Ove r gen ~90)* •. if it Das truth •• (C2) 

Overgen 291)* ••• in the army forc 8s ••• (C2) 

Overgen 292') '::' ••• a n d sorle qu e stions r elationSlin \"lith ••• (C3) 

Tr ansfe r 293) ;~ ••• bet L_c. bO.;rs on t 18 other s i de block • . • (':5) 

Ove r gen 294)"'- • • • m:; mot}:e r ,\ia s de!'1 i1 1 ••• (TIl) 

=~_'.'Ji t:l sod as ••• (P2) 

j . :?r .. - . C' ~j.tj_ on inst e ad of anothe r elef.'1ent . 

Tr ansfe r 296 )* ••• during I ~as ~aitin~ ••• ( a4 ) 
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Tr nsf e r 2~~ * •• • 1mll try to s~eaK ~ith him for many 

time ••• (In ) 

Transfer 2 9E )* ••• we stayed in that place during f our 

days ••• ( Sl ) 

k . A j~ctive ~o r ano t he r element . 

Transfer 299 ) o~ ••• then the rna ster vi si ble angry •• • ( 12 ) 

1 . Verb instead of a noun . 

Transfer 300 )* ••• they we re inven t from th e old •• (C2) 

m. Adverb i nstead of another element . 

Transfer ;0~ )* ••• but they did not agree because they though t 

that we had to knoIT us mu ch more •• ( AI ) 

Overgen 302)* ••• a slo~ly bus •• (P2 ) 

n . Literal Translation 

Transfer 303 )* ••• ij:: though t in differ ent way after that ••• (..-;3) 

Tr.?nRfe r 30 4'1* ••• I did not kno.'! all around this place ••• CJ 

Transfer 305) * ••• that ITas I f e lt something strmge 

runnin insi de of my body ••• (C3) 



Tr an s fe l' -::,c( ).* •••• t at 'Ii th only l iL -e their s chool s ge t run 

to th e~ r hOD, in order to ~a tch ••• ( El) 

• • • first , I di d was visite our great grandfather 

• • • ( VI) 

O. Confusing the s ubject for an object o 

T f ~ r\r ) "-r ans cr - ') u < ,. • •• conse quently they t ak e more t han four years 

I V. HI SORDERH G 

1 . "lord Order of Consti tuents . 

Tr ans f e r 3 J~ )* •• rhan I TIa s in t he la tiona l Universi ty of ~l 

--. - ""'" \ .: . 
~- _v ' 

Sa lva dor , on July 1905 , it Das the fir s t time 

coul e 

• • but 2 __ ~ f a sudden froD t~e pick up' truck , 

;, [1 ,::;n r-ot of f o'ca r f ying ••• ( C5 ) 

Tr?n~ f ~ r 311)0 • .. they h ad been plan~ing to orga~ize a 

tournanlent and , fin 211."! the~1 di~ it.. . (1.12 ) 

Tr~nsfe r ~l~)* ••• th e l as t 6th of ~u ~ust t l gr e ras a sunny .-/_L.... C.J 

mo rninG ••• ( 12 ) 

Tran, f e r 313)* aft er me , G! r:::'~'Je d m;/ f athe r and my s i s t e r ••• (: fl) 



Trans fer 3141* ••• a crond which pushed us an d pull and I .•• 

( D"Z.) 
"--, 

Tr ans f er 315)* ••• if th e fir e had r ea ched the fu e l it had 

be en mortal ••• ,told us an engine er •• 'Ul) 

Tr ansfe r 31 6 )* •• ob bu ~ numbe r 101 ••• (V3) 

2 . Sub j e ct/Ver b Orcls r i n em'be rl clecl Domin.? l compl ement clDuse . 

Ov er gen 7:17)"-:J " ••• oth er t hirr t ha t can I do ••• eNl) 

3 . Adje cti !9/ Noun Orde r 

Transfer 318 )* ••• men us e ful for my country •• ( A2 ) 

Tr ans fer 319)* ••• the r egis t ery academy ••• ( A2 ) 

Tr ansfe r 320)* ••• th e administr a tion ac adem y ••• ( L2 ) 

Overgen 321)* ••• a hot cup of coffee ••• (R3 ) 

Over gen322 ) -¥,- the students of Nuevo Lic ea Centroameric ano 

. . . ( .S2) 

Tr ans f e r 323)* ••• a s ton e ve ry sha r n ••• ( V3 ) 

4 . Int e rn 2 ~ ~d ve rbi 21 Phrase Order. 

Tr2Ds fe r 324) -:':- ••• t1 Gy l e ft Soe t c ,)c,rr ue in the morning a t fi ve ••• 
(1)2 ) 

151-



TranefG~ 32E ) ·· ••• I study ve r y h a rd in my subje c ts ••• ( ~ l ) 

~ra n sfe r 327)* .•. I turn ed a r o un d my h ead ••• ( ~l ) 

"7 ;:>0 ) "'. J'_, '') .. • •• I s till ~e r e very s ad ••• ( A4) 
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Music videos a re one of t he most effective forms of 

yublici ty. I"!Iusica l groups ;?ror:lO t e the ir s on g s by means 

of them. Some pe opl e like them, other p eople dislike 

them. Some of the mu s ic videos a rise controve rsies. 

IJet us take, for inst§tnce, the music video c a.lled "Like 

a Frayer", sU-.."'1.g b y V!adonna. Religious p eople say t h at 

this music vid eo is ~rofane, obscene and irreverent. 

Some other people g o beyond, saying that the singer "has 

bee~ possessed b y the devil", that she ttis a bitch", etc. 

But, in spite of her d etractors, TiIadonna continues sing­

ing . .ft.nd music videos V'/ill con t inue being p r oduced, be-­

cause b ehind them it exists a group of p eople 'I"hose onl y 

interest is make money . They are not g oing to stop pro-­

ducing music videos for they are a good. form of publici­

ty. They know tha t people who watch music videos, esp e-­

cially yoU-..~ p eople, a re a go od market of consumpti on. 

Young pe ople try to imit2.te the way of dreSSing , the way 

of ,<valking of their idols. Where do they l earn how to do 

i t ? By means of music videos . 
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