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INTRODUCTION
One way to reflect learning is through students´ attitude in class.  Learning happens in different settings. Since long time ago the learning process has been developed in a classroom which may be a great environment to provide the stimuli needed to help a student develop his/her potential (Vekata 2010). The classroom is expected to be an environment conductive to learning, since learning requires a reasonable level of concentration in listening, writing, and reading. According to Tanahashi (2007) the layout of a classroom has a direct impact on what kind of instruction can take place there, therefore, with one glance at a classroom, an experienced teacher can tell you what kind of class is taking place. She also adds “It is my contention that foreign language classrooms also need to be specialized”. The foreign language classroom needs to be a flexible environment that is capable of handling the diverse teaching methods that teachers bring to their students (Tanahashi 2007).
Research on classroom environment has shown that the physical arrangement can affect the behavior of both students and teachers and that a well structured classroom tends to improve students’ academic and behavioral outcomes (Hoffman 2004). Higgins et al (2005) provides a definition of these physical conditions of the classroom as seating, furnishings, spatial density, privacy, noise and acoustic, climate and air quality, and lights.  Also Kramsch (1993) as cited by Wu (2009) created a unique bi-fold definition of the physical environment that she called “setting,” including place and time, place is the physical set up, including the space occupied by the teacher and students, their movements, seating arrangements, ambient surroundings and quality of physical materials such as blackboards and desks. 
The more efficient and comfortable the place, the more flowing the time will be for creating opportunities for innovative teaching strategies and interactions. The two definitions provided above treat the classroom conditions in a general sense, not for a specific formation field. In this study researchers want to determine if the classroom physical conditions affect the attitude not for any subject field, but for the acquisition of a foreign language, such as the case of the English language.  In other words, the scope of this study extends to the physical conditions of a classroom for the learning of English as a foreign language. 
The aim of this research is to know if students feel any difference regarding to their concentration, motivation, and attitude when being in a classroom with the usual conditions (disorganized desks, no visual aids, no decoration, hot weather, and dirty floor) than being in a classroom with agreeable conditions. For such a purpose it is necessary to do an experiment in the classroom, try to rearrange it. To give it better physical conditions that students can perceive, and in that way, they will be able to express their view point at the time of applying the questionnaire.        
This research work makes no use of a specific research method, but rather it takes techniques from different methods as in that way the research purposes are achieved in a more cohesive way. Among the techniques that will be used   for this research will be surveys, which includes the questionnaires as the main instruments. A survey will be prepared with questions that address the issue in a way that the participants feel confident and clearly understand the purpose of the study. The survey will be administered to the students of the Foreign Language Department, in the second term of the year 2012 of the Teaching English Major; taking as sample the Intermediate English I students group 02.  Moreover, the results that will be obtained from the surveys will be of a great importance for the researchers because they will be able to determine how the physical conditions of the classroom influence their behavior, attitude, motivation, comfort, relaxation, and concentration. 
JUSTIFICATION

One of the natural phases of a human being´s life is learning, it occurs in multiple times, places or situations. When it comes to learning a second language, most of the time it is done in a classroom. The classroom represents the place where students need to be comfortable and satisfied because in there they spend a good deal of time. Hence, this research paper intends to find out which is the impact or influence that physical and environmental condition of a classroom has over students’ attitude and perception in class. Upon getting the results and having obtained them which can lead to logical conclusions on the research topic the research team intends to give recommendations to the authorities of the Foreign Languages Department, with the purpose of stimulating improvements in the physical conditions of the classrooms if they are needed. Thus, students have a better environment to contribute to their academic achievement as well.  
This research will contribute to the understanding of the role that the classroom physical conditions play in the attitude and student’s perception. Though, much research has been carried out in this area, the research on classroom conditions for a foreign language learning it’s not strong. A lot of studies exist on general classroom environment, for instance some done by Lyons (2001), and Hoffman (2005). Undoubtedly there is a need to study these classroom conditions in direct relation to the field of English as a Foreign Language.  Yet, it has been let aside how the classroom physical conditions truly interrelate and affect the students’ attitude and perception within the classroom.  This study presents a different perspective, given that it provides evidence through class observations and questionnaires about how these conditions influence students´ attitude and comfort in the class.   
This research project will enrich the educational field contributing to the English as a Foreign Language research. The results will bring not only parameters and recommendations for improvements to the educational field but specifically concerning to the classroom physical conditions and the English as a Foreign Language learning process. It will bring a valuable contribution to the knowledge world for new and coming generation can nourish from these types of researches. In short, this project means one of the steps towards the process to improve the really important but neglected field of the education and the scenario where it takes place.

OBJECTIVES

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

· To determine the influence that classroom physical and environmental conditions have on students´ attitude and perception in the Intermediate English level I. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

· To identify to what extent the physical conditions of the classroom impact students’ attitude and perception in class.
· To recognize how the implementation of changes in the classroom influence students´ attitude and perception about it.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Since the classroom is the place where most students learn any particular topic, it must fulfill certain requirements. They should be according to the need of the people who are going to spend their time in one of them. In some schools or universities which budget is limited, pitifully classrooms are in bad conditions and this might influence students´ attitude and motivation towards the class.  In the specific case of the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador, classrooms at first sight are in good conditions. Nevertheless, due to the amount of students enrolled in the language majors; classrooms seem to be not enough for over 2000 undergraduate languages students. This fact causes overpopulated classrooms, disorganized desks, noise inside and outside the building and sometimes uncleanliness.
In a language classroom setting it is so important to have a pleasant environment and conducive to learning. The challenge is to make it a place where students are not uncomfortable and desperate to leave. Such an environment should be found in the FLD, given that this school is one of the most popular of the University of El Salvador.  Newsworthy and Greer (1978) as cited by Wu (2009) state that the learning environment has different dimensions including the physical environment, architecture, design, and arrangement considerations for the school and particularly the instructional space. 
The physical environment of a classroom is necessary for the physiological needs of students and for guiding their behavior too.  For example lighting, if it is not good students tend to feel sleepy and not motivated to engage in the class. On the other hand, hot weather provokes students to get distracted, they do not focus on the class as they should be. Another condition is noise; this may cause students lose track of the class, for instance, when they have a video presentation or listening exercises. That is why too much noise inside the classroom or outside can interrupt students´ attention to the class. When being in a silence and calm place, pupils are more focused on what is being taught. Another condition that is really important in a classroom is cleanliness. Floors must be clean to create a nice environment for students; this motivates them to enter, to stay there and mostly to take their classes. 
The classrooms in the Foreign Languages Department are not designed for housing a big quantity of students. However, year after year , lots of students enter to it, and most of the classrooms are overcrowded what make the physical conditions worst than they are. There are many classrooms which have broken furniture, the ceiling is damaged, the walls and floor are dirty. Some classrooms are exposed to the noise coming from the street or from the same students who are on the halls. Also in some classrooms there is poor ventilation and lights have to be on, causing the heat get worse.  
 The research project intends to find out if the classroom physical conditions have any influence on students’ interaction, development, and attitude in class. The population is the Intermediate English I students, from the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador. The study mainly focuses on seeing how students feel being in a classroom where conditions are not so good and a classroom where the environment is better, like good lighting and ventilation, visual aids on the walls, clean floor and board and suitable seating arrangement.nt weather, iture broken and nguage department  where such a conditions are, furniture broken and painted, 

















 Besides that, the interest of searching about that, it is because studies show that the more agreeable the ambient is in a classroom, the more students learn and feel motivated. So that researchers were tempted to investigate if this happens in the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador where many Salvadoran people study languages as a major. 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

Perception                                                                                                                It is the organization, identification and interpretation of sensory information in order to represent and understand the environment. All perception involves signals in the nervous system, which in turn result from physical stimulation of the sense.
Attitude                                                                                                                      It is a positive or negative evaluation of people, objects, event, activities, ideas, or just about anything in your environment.
Acoustics                                                                             Pertaining to the sense or organs of hearing, to sound, or to the science of sound.
Classroom environment                                                                              Encompasses a broad range of educational concepts, including the physical setting, the psychological environment created through social contexts and numerous instructional components related to teacher characteristics and behaviors. 
Physical environment                                                                                Architecture, design, and arrangement considerations for the school and particularly the instructional space.
Spatial structure                                                                                              Refers to how students are seated, where the students and teacher are in relation to one another, how classroom members move around the room and the overall sense of atmosphere and order.
Visual aid                                                                                                                  It is an object or representation that may be used to clarify or enhance understanding of a concept or process. The best way to ensure success in learning is to present information in different formats for different learners.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Classrooms can be more than a place to occupy, they are the space where people not only form and enrich their own knowledge but also acquire an emotional significance. For that reason the components that need to be considered in relation to the environment are those referring to the contemporary educational context, physical conditions of the classroom and educators. That is why, as Freeman (1998) mentions that to the extent possible, the physical environment of a classroom is aesthetically pleasant, attractive, colorful, comfortable, and engaging to the senses. It means that the more attractive the environment is the better the learning will be. In this regard, various definitions of the learning environment exist in the literature, with the purpose of giving people the parameters that this setting should have; when learning is the goal.
According to Neisworth and Greer (1978) as cited by Wu (2009) the learning environment has different dimensions including the physical environment, architecture, design, and arrangement considerations for the school and particularly the instructional space. Neisworth and Greer (1978) were careful to explain that the physical environment is important, not just for considering the physiological needs of the students, but in guiding the behavior and relationships formed in the classroom. Providing enough personal space, quick access to learning materials, stimulating décor, and easily adaptable furnishing allow an instructor to construct a curriculum much more varied and tailored to the students’ needs and to keep the students from being distracted from personal discomforts.  There is clear evidence that extremes of environmental elements (for example, poor ventilation or excessive noise) have negative effects on students and teachers and that improving these elements has significant benefits.   Some physical elements in the classroom improve comfort, well-being and probably attitude and perhaps, improve achievement. (Higgings, Hall, Wall,Woolner & McCaughey,  2005)

Kramsch (1993), quoted in Wu (2009), created a unique bi-fold definition of the physical environment that she called “setting,” including place and time, and how they interrelate. Place is the physical set up, including the space occupied by the teacher and students, their movements, seating arrangements, ambient surroundings and quality of physical materials such as blackboards and desks. Time “includes the time devoted to each activity, its timing within the whole lesson, its relative length, its space, the presence or absence of concurrent activities”. The more efficient and comfortable the place, the more flowing the time will be for creating opportunities for innovative teaching strategies and interactions. 
The classroom is the most important area within a school; it is here where students spend most of their time. As said by Milne (2007) that physical environments are increasingly recognized as the “containers that give context to group interactions. In other words, the classroom is the place where students should find well-being, because learning happens there and it requires a reasonable level of concentration for listening, writing, and reading. The design of learning spaces, in addition to fostering the development of such higher order skills, should also become a physical representation of the institution´s vision and  strategies for learning, (Joint Information Systems Committee [JISC] 2006). Students are more likely to prosper when their environment is conducive to learning, either in a new or renovated school. Likewise, the objects, people, and situations in the environment stimulate a person's interests and provide opportunity for action and consequently for development or maturation.  
Some experts in the educational field argue that the structure of the classroom is an outstanding factor in the learning process. The design of most general teaching spaces will usually need to support both tutor-led and learner-led activities. These will include presentations, discussion, collaborative project work, and information retrieval and sharing (JISC, 2010).  Teachers in well-equipped specialist language classrooms typically have easy access to some or all of the following resources: whiteboard, OHP, CD player/tape recorder, video, reference materials such as dictionaries, supplementary reading materials, and increasingly, computers. In addition, they and their students are surrounded by charts, posters, maps and realia which evoke the target language and culture, and provide easy reference for both teacher and students. These can be seen as contributing the extensive second language (L2) input required for successful instructed second language acquisition (Ellis, 2005).
 “The core of the peer and group participation requires school designs that have open, flexible floor plans, modular furniture and highly mobile learning tools such as electronic chalkboards, portable computers, and interactive video”. Lei (2008), says that today’s classrooms, including studios laboratories auditoriums, and other indoor environments, have a wide variety of physical structures that support and facilitate student learning. Because students learn in diverse ways, higher education administrators must realize that classroom should be designed to promote various ways in which students acquire knowledge.
Physical surroundings and atmosphere in classroom are the vital factors to make sure that "the students feel comfortable and confident". They have not only the challenge to learn a new language but to adapt themselves to the setting. Lozanov (1978) says that the learners need a relaxed but focused state as the optimum state for learning. He proposed the suggestopedia approach which   increases the motivation for learning. It is used in different fields, but mostly in the field of foreign languages learning. Lozanov has claimed that by using this method a student can learn a language approximately three to five times as quickly as through conventional teaching methods. Some of the key elements of suggestopedia include a rich sensory of learning environment (pictures, colour, music, etc.). So, based on Lozanov words, a second language classroom should be decked out in a way that students’ senses could be stimulated to learn in a joyful environment.
It is possible to consider the fundamental aspects of the physical environment, such as heating, lighting and acoustics, as well as the overall design of the school, which will encompass these aspects. In a study made by Polityca (2001) it was observed how the environment of a classroom, specifically a group work setting, affects the learning process. In general the author explores how changing the structure of the classroom affects the inter-personal dynamics, which in turn affects learning. In addition, the study states that the role of the tutor must change according to the appropriate classroom structure. For instance, in group work settings, collaboration and coordination require these interactions and these allow the students to learn from others around them. 
Having an appropriate classroom structure to benefit interaction requires space. It is one of the most determinant aspects in a classroom. Kaser (2005) provides a definition about this condition. “The spatial structure of the classroom refers to how students are seated, where the students and teacher are in relation to one another, how classroom members move around the room and the overall sense of atmosphere and order.”  Space must allow the arrangement of most furniture in the social areas of the centre, and it can be done matching the size and purpose of the group. Research on classroom environments suggest that classrooms should be organized to accommodate a variety of activities throughout the day and to meet the teacher’s instructional goals. In addition, the classroom should be set up to set the stage for the teacher to address the academic, social, and emotional needs of students. 
Kaser (2005) also proposes a standard for determining what spatial layout is best to fulfill the needs in the classroom. This includes ways to maximize the teachers’ ability to see and be seen by all his or her students, facilitate ease of movement throughout the classroom, minimize distractions so that students are best able to actively engage in academics, provide each student and the teacher with his or her own personal space and ensuring that each student can see presentations and materials posted in the classroom.  Particular architecture and design of learning spaces will contribute to effective teaching and improvements in students’ achievement. Studies about student academic achievement and building condition conclude that the quality of the physical environment significantly affects students’ achievement. There is sufficient research to state without equivocation that the building in which students spends a good deal of their time learning does in fact influence how well they learn. (Earhman, 2004) 
In this area it is also necessary to note that the seating arrangement has an important relation with the space of the classroom. For instance, Tanahashi (2007) states “the layout of a classroom has a direct impact on what kind of instruction can take place in it. Whether a classroom has regimented rows of desks, is filled with sofas and computer workstations or contains spaciously arranged table arm chairs, the layout tells us much about how teaching occurs and how learning takes place” A flexible classroom will allow the teacher to arrange the seating in the manner that best suits the lesson plan. Without flexible seating some teaching methods are compromised while others have to be totally abandoned. Veltri, Banning and Davies (2006) point out that furniture arrangement in classrooms may influence student learning and adversely impact student evaluations of college instructors. Uncomfortable or inadequate furnishings may shift students ‘focus away from instructors or learning materials being presented. However, the classroom “does not create the ideal learning space but it enables or disables the teacher in their approach to create it” (Horne 1998 quoted in Tanahashi 2007).
Mark (2001) exposes that traditional classroom boxes with desks lined up in rows impede teachers’ efforts of work in teams and have students in the flexible and varied groupings necessary. He adds that less attentive and less successful pupils are particularly affected by desks arrangement. An interesting proposal for a proper seating arrangement is proposed by Clark (2000) suggesting that one of the seating arrangements that allows for more interaction is a “fishbowl” form- a circular pattern of desks with an inner and outer circle forming rows. The arrangement allows for the easiest student-student and teacher-student interaction. Sitting in this arrangement, students tend to participate in conversations more readily. Having only chairs, however, can make students feel quite insecure as they are accustomed to having a desk to hide behind. Lei (2008) claims that in terms of seating arrangement, students sitting in front of classrooms have a greater visibility instructors, chalkboards or whiteboards, and projector screens compared to students sitting far away.
Nielsen (2004) states that a well designed learning environment will enhance the teacher’s ability to deliver the curriculum. The Nielsen´s report points out that while classroom design is not the main contributing factor in enhancing learning outcomes; a poorly designed learning environment will detract from learning. Tanahashi (2007) also adds “unfortunately, classrooms rarely give students room to stand and interact. Instead they are filled inflexible seating arrangements that teachers must learn to work with despite what would be best for their teaching methods”. Those who offer guidance in the planning of building tend to assume that there is some necessary relationship between the design of building and the behavior of those who occupied it. (Higgins et al.  2005)
Often times the large number of students in a classroom impede an appropriate sitting arrangement. Large classes have become a problem in last decades. There is no definition of what constitutes a large class; often a class size is measured in terms of the number of students per teacher and different people have different perceptions of what defines large classes. As a result a large class has no size. However, Nolasco and Arthur (1988) quoted by Xu (2001), in trying to define a large class, point out that the opinion of individual teachers and interest groups varies from context to context. For instance, for those who teach in developed countries, their opinion of large classes will differ from those in undeveloped countries. Visano (2003) observes that a class is large if getting to know students by name is nearly impossible, eye contact with each student would take more. Typical disputes about classroom sizes may address the 25 to 35 student range. 

In the past five decades, colleges and school classrooms in many parts of the world have become progressively larger. Large enrollments result in problems such as: finding enough qualified teachers on a short notice, finding enough portable classrooms, exhausted teacher, poor of qualified candidates, lack of space in schools (Al-Jarf, 2006). Large class enrollments also result in discipline problems even at the college level. Some students talk in class and make it difficult for the majority to hear the instructor and concentrate due to increasing the noise level. Students pay less attention and are distracted by those who talk in class. Instructors spend a lot of time taking attendance. They cannot remember names and faces and cannot call on all the students (Al-Jarf, 2006). While educators and administrators disagree about optimum school size and how school size alone affects student achievement, research has shown that smaller schools enhance social interaction and influence students in many positive ways. 

Haddad’s (1978) quoted in Fleming et al. (2002) argues that “An increase in class size does not necessarily lead to a decrease in level of academic achievement. Likewise, a decrease in class size does not guarantee an improvement in the social environment of learning. More important is what the teacher does with the opportunities provided by the size of the class. In the absence of a statistically established basis for an optimum class size…decisions regarding this issue are bound by fiscal and curriculum policies and conditions” 
Kaser (2005) found in her study that small class size was associated with higher quality classroom environment, better students’ attitudes, and greater teacher satisfaction. Al-Jarf, (2006) and Fleming (2002) based on Thomson’s (1978) ideas continue to discuss that class size in itself has rarely shown a substantial effect on educational achievement. The research itself has been flawed by the impossibility of determining or measuring all the variables that changes in class size can affect. It may be true that the positive effects attributed to smaller classes are not translatable into testable outcomes.  In the end, educational goals, instructional strategies, and related contextual matters may be most important in determining optimum class size. 

The classroom is the heart of any educational system and based on  this, through this study, findings show that crowdedness diminishes the quantity and quality of teaching and learning with serious implications for attainment of educational goals. The phenomenon of overcrowded classroom due to unlimited expansion has taken its toll on the educational system. Only few people will deny that the quality of teaching and learning is on the decline at all levels of the educational system. Furthermore, this study states that seating arrangements on over-populated classes places limitations on the quality and quantity of interactions between the teachers and the students.
Besides from overcrowded classes there are other major conditions that need consideration. For instance studies of the last decade have revealed that many classrooms have poor quality acoustics and that students are not always working in optimal classroom listening conditions (Nelson & Soli, 2000).  This is due to a poor acoustical environment which according to Rajarajeswary (2010) can impact students’ learning and behavior such as attention, listening, and speech perception.  According to the Institute for Enhanced Classroom Learning (2003) children in today’s classrooms have difficulty understanding 20% to 30% of what is said because of excessive ambient background noise. 
Some students struggle to pay attention in class because small background noises interfere with their concentrations. Many researches about physical environment tend to conclude that acoustics and noise are important factors in a school environment because too much noise can affect the stage of memory.  As a consequence in the worst environments children can process just 30% of the sounds in their environment (Crandall & Smaldino, 1994), and it’s a shame this happens because as Rajarajeswary says “Classroom experience is an opportunity to focus on these critical skills in a controlled environment and provide the stimuli needed to help a child realize his or her full potential”. 
 Good acoustics are important in any learning situation, but noise in classrooms often makes children struggle to hear and concentrate, defeating the learning process at the outset. Dockrell and Shield (2006) found that external noise levels did not generally affect levels of classroom noise, which were mainly dependent on internal factors such as the nature of the classroom activity, number of students, etc. In a typical school classrooms may bombard students with three sources of noise:  Noise from outdoors, mechanical noise generated between rooms or between corridors and rooms, noise generated within the classroom, including the ventilation system. Dockrell and Shield (2006) continue saying that noise inside a classroom may be due to a number of factors, for example, noise from outside, noise from building services (heating, lighting, ventilation systems), noise from teaching aids (overhead projectors, computer) and noise from children themselves.  Taken all together, the noise can affect a child’s chance to learn. Chronic noise exposure impairs cognitive functioning, noise-related reading problems, deficiencies in pre-reading skills, and more general cognitive deficits (Higgins et al., 2004).   
Furthermore, with the intention of giving students comfortability for their learning, it must be taken into account lighting, color and temperature of the classroom as well. Veltri et al. (2006) state that low lighting classroom is more conductive to rest and relaxation, and not to an active learning. To the extent possible it must be natural because it has been found to affect feelings, behavior, concentration, and learning. Hence, if the classroom has no good lighting conditions it might affect students´ performance. Also lighting is concerned with health issues, such as headaches, eyestrain and fatigue. Curiously, in a study made by Knez (2001) it was found that female were more perceptive lo light than males. Males and females´ performance and mood were not similar in different kinds of lighting.  Regarding color of the classroom, some researches argue that the color of walls in the classroom affects students’ productivity.  Lei (2008) claims that “colors have a definite psychological impact upon students. For instance, light colors tend to have a calming effect, bright colors keep students awake, and dark colors tend to have a gloomy effect. Having multiple colors with distinct patterns may keep students initially interested in looking at such patterns, and may facilitate their ponder/ thinking process during class time”. Radeloff (1990) cited by Higgins (2005) suggests that males prefer bright colors while females prefer soft colours.
It is important to remember also the temperature and air quality of the classroom, since it is the place where pupils need concentration. Earthman (2004) rates temperature, heating and air quality as the most important individual elements for student achievement.  The ambient conditions or thermal conditions of a classroom can directly affect the emotional state, task performance, and attention span of individuals, thereby influencing their behavior in that environment (Mehrabian and Russell, 1974 cited by Lei, 2008).  Thus, excessive temperature in classrooms can produce harmful physiological situations that can decrease work efficiency and output in humans.  Extreme temperatures often force students to focus away from learning in order to satisfy their immediate physiological needs. To sum up, all these features contribute to the educational environment helping or harming students in possible interactions and learning outcomes. 
 Different perspectives, different studies and different researchers have given their own contributions to understand better how the classroom conditions influence learning. From all the literature the conclusion drawn is that the more comfortable students are in the classroom, the best their outcome of learning will be. The classroom physical conditions are determinant in the integral development of the learning process. The comfortable design of new schools or renewable ones can make a difference in the way students attain their knowledge (Centinkaya, 2001). In addition, the quality of the classroom physical conditions influences their academic achievement (Kaser, 2005).  A well-arranged classroom environment is one way to more effectively manage instruction because it triggers fewer behavior problems and establishes a climate conductive to learning, (Savage 1999). In short, students can articulate the positive and negative factors of their classroom's physical environment, how the environment can contribute or hinder their learning. 
METHODOLOGY

Based on the purpose of the investigation, researchers decided to design a methodology which could include a mixture of methods. The most important here is that at the end, researchers will be able to get the answers to the research question heading this investigation. There was a combination of techniques that could help the development of the study. This was because having different resources it was going to be easier to determine whether or not students were influenced by the physical conditions of their classroom. The techniques used were: observation, arrangement of the classroom, administration of questionnaires to the students and to the teacher as well. First, the ethnography method was considered for the first stage, here the aim was to observe students´ behavior and attitude towards their traditional conditions in the classroom. Survey method was also used in order to have directly students´ opinions of their classroom. Here students were to express their perceptions in the first and second phase of the study. Eventually, the experimental research was carried out too, which meant to decorate and clean the room. This was done with the purpose of giving students tools to compare their traditional classroom with an arranged one. 

This research project intends to understand how the physical and environmental conditions in the classroom, these being the independent variables, influence students´ attitude and perceptions during the class which act as the dependent variable. To get this answer, the researchers considered it appropriate to apply the survey method. As Wagner (2010) points out, the survey method is a very powerful tool that is used extensively by governments, businesses, educational institutions and by individual researchers. Hence, by using this method, the purpose is to gather the data directly from the target population; which in this particular study are the students of English in an Intermediate level who are the key components in this investigation. 
In order to carry out the project and obtain reliable results from the study, the participants taken into account were the ones enrolled in an Intermediate English I subject, term II, year 2012 from the Teaching English major at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.  The research project was done in two phases all with the purpose of determining if indeed the physical and environmental conditions of the classroom influence students´ language learning. First, the researchers observed students´ behavior in the normal and traditional conditions that the FLD classrooms have. A checklist was created in order to be filled in at the moment of observing the class, this checklist included aspects such as tidiness of the classroom, seating arrangement, students´ interaction and visual aids. At the end of this observation, researchers passed the first questionnaire, which was to check the traditional conditions of the room. Researchers set a two week period for the observation stage.

Once the observation part was finished, the hardest but interesting phase came next. This was to arrange the classroom in a different way, in other words, to give it better conditions. What the researchers intended to do here was to deck the classroom out in order to make students feel more agreeable with the environment in which they were learning. The goal of modifying the classroom was to know if the current conditions in which the Intermediate students were immersed, had an impact on their perceptions and attitude in the class. Thus, some of the following modifications were made:  there were only the number of desks needed, meaning, according to the amount of students in the classroom and the desks were arranged in a horseshoe style. Some fans were set around in the classroom, taking into account that this class was taught from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. and students could be anxious because of the heat. Lamps were covered with cellophane paper, which gave the classroom a different effect and a relaxing environment, because of the color.  Besides that the classroom was cleaned up, swept and mopped every day.  Instrumental music was played during specific moments of the class, for instance, at the time of doing some grammar exercises or in any other required time or when the teacher considered it appropriate. 

Finally, some landscapes were posted on the walls in order to give students more relaxation and well-being through visual aids as proposed in the suggestopedia approach. This approach was developed in the 1970´s by the Bulgarian educator Georgi Lozanov who says that learners need a relaxed but focused state as the optimum state for learning. In order to create this relaxed state in the learner; suggestopedia makes use of soothing, rhythmic music, a comfortable and relaxing environment. 
The material used in developing this part of the investigation was: different types of paper like bond paper, cellophane, crepe paper, posters or landscapes, 2 fans, objects to wipe up the board and the floor and a cd player. Every day researchers spent approximately 60 minutes to arrange the classroom, taking into account that every day visual aids were posted and that the classroom was dirty, needing to be swept and mopped. All this was done, because the central part of the research was to record the different changes and reactions of students upon the changes in the classroom.

This stage, the one of setting a new environment, lasted two weeks which was considered to be enough time to settle whether or not students had experienced changes in their well-being in the classroom. Researchers were also observing students´ behavior in this stage of the investigation. Those two weeks, were a good period of time for giving hints to compare students´ behavior in this second stage with the first stage when they didn´t have such conditions.
 

The following week, the researchers showed up to the classroom again, but in this time with the intention of surveying students, as mentioned before. The researchers administered the questionnaires to the 30 students attending the class that specific day. The instrument consisted of 8 questions which were designed to include comprehensible questions without any blurred word or idiomatic expression that could hinder the understanding of the students, and to ensure that the responses were manageable for the researchers. It was also necessary to survey the teacher in charge of the class because he was a good source of getting more information about the students. The questions were done in a way that the population could express their opinions and perceptions about their traditional classroom setting and a renewable one.
Having students´ answers, the next step was to view the results and analyze them. Each response was explained in a detailed way, given that the questionnaire was divided into two types of questions, closed and open ones. The close questions were about checking if they were in agreement or not with the current physical and environmental condition in their classroom. Here it was necessary to create a table and to insert the number of responses. Once having this, Excel was used to get the graphics which could represent the percentage that each response had. In regards to the open questions, it was also necessary to have graphics, but here in a different way. It was taken into account only the “yes” and “no” responses for such a purpose. Their opinions about those same questions were recorded and analyzed in order to know what students perceive about the classroom. It means that the open questions were used in having some graphics and also to have a qualitative data. To sum up, the outcomes from the study were the source for having a wide panoramic of which classroom physical conditions hinder or benefit students´ performance in class and at the end to have proof to give recommendations and proposals for the improvements of the FLD classrooms at the University of El Salvador. 
FIRST OBSERVATION 
Classroom in normal physical conditions

This first stage of the research was carried out from august 13th to august 24th. Here researchers spent two weeks observing the Intermediate English class from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. In order to do so, it was designed a list of aspects to be watched in the classroom with the traditional conditions it had. The aspects were the following:  The seating arrangement, how the desks were organized, cleanness, if floor was mopped, visual props, if there were some pictures with landscapes, heat, noise and students´ interaction because of space. All of them were observed and registered everyday in the list that each researcher had at the moment of being in the classroom.  

In two weeks it could be observed that desks were too close and disorganized, they were neither in rows nor in horseshoe. There was no an specific position of desks,  students who got late made lots of noise trying to find space to get to an empty desk, and it provoked the others felt uncomfortable due to the lack of space. On the other hand walls were clean, nothing around them, no visual aids or any poster that could enjoy students´ view. 

The floor was dirty, a lot of dust and some garbage thrown all over the classroom, researchers observed that students don´t care to throw garbage in the classroom when it is already dirty.  Regarding  interruption, everyday of the observation there was noise outside the classroom especially because a volleyball field which is in front of the classroom and players yell. Students from the left side seemed not to be interrupted because they were a little bit far from the windows, but students who sat by the windows were distracted due to the noise students outside did. One  day, some students outside the classroom were playing volleyball and the teacher played a video in which students had to repeat the words they heard. In this case the interruption was obvious because students who were near the windows didn´t repeat and seemed to make lots of effort to listen to it. On the contrary students who were close to the board and the ones who were farther from the windows repeated more and confidently. 
In regards heat, sometimes the weather was nice due to the season, but most of the time the classroom was very hot, at the time of this specific class which was from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. It was observed that students were agitated and used their notebooks to blow themselves that in a way they seemed distracted because they were focused on the heat. There was any fan in the classroom so that it did not have enough ventilation.  Besides that, it was noticeable that students sitting at the corner of the room looked to have some difficulties to see the teacher and the board. They were the last ones and their other classmates stopped their visibility making it worse when the teacher played a video, the students in the back had to stand to be able to see it. 

Concerning desks, everyday there were around 50 of them, and it made the classroom look overcrowded. The ones that were not used were only placed against the windows. The amount of students in the classroom was 34, this quantity overcrowded the classroom, none could move from the place they were. To make group work they had to move many desks from one to another place. As a consequence, they just interacted with the ones who were near to them.  Another point was that the teacher was not able to approach the students on the back.  There was not enough space, the classroom was overcrowded and it limited students-students´ interaction and teacher-students´ interaction as well. 

SECOND OBSERVATION 

Particular classroom physical arrangement.

The classroom is an important place where students spend much of their time studying, so that, it has to be in good conditions as  Higgings, Hall, Wall,Woolner & McCaughey,  2005 point out “Some physical elements in the classroom improve comfort, well-being and probably attitude and perhaps, improve achievement”. With the purpose of observing students attitude with regard of being in a better environment than the usual, the classroom was decorated, cooled and cleaned. Thus, having such particular conditions it was going to be able to observe students´ attitude towards those implementations.
The desks unused and not in good conditions were taken out from the classroom. Only 33 were left for the right amount of students, these were arranged in a horseshoe position where students had the opportunity to walk through and get to the desk they preferred without others had to move. Besides that, they could see each other and have direct contact with the teacher and good visibility to the board. They were constable at the time of writing notes from the board, since space was better and there were not students in front. Moreover they seemed to be relaxed, concentrated and not worried trying to see what teacher had written on the board. They could see the teacher gestures and expressions.  The teacher could get to each student easily without moving any desk, since horseshoe setting arrangement let the teacher to have eye contact and interaction with the students. 
The board was decked out with blue bond paper, which was a visual aid matched with the other decorations on the on the upper part of the classroom. In addition, some pictures with views and landscapes were pasted around the walls. The students admired the pictures and it looked like they liked them and felt a cozy environment where study is not boring and tedious.  
The lamps were covered with blue transparent paper which made the color of the lights changed,  it gave a fancy and great environment that provoked students were surprised and motivated when they saw a switch in the classroom. The floor was cleaner than before, it was swept and mopped.  Trying to improve the weather, two fans were turned on during the all class, students were not blowing with their notebooks anymore since the class was taught from 1:00-3:00 pm. when is the hottest time. They could perceive the changes since the first moment they got into the classroom. They looked amazed because of the arrange made to their accustomed spot. Finally, they seemed to be relaxed and happy receiving the class.
Intermediate English teacher´s opinion about classroom physical conditions

The professor in charge of the Intermediate English I at the FLD, also expressed his perception about classroom physical conditions. First, he mentioned that over crowdedness in the classroom affects students´ interaction, sometimes when working in groups they cannot move freely around the room because of the amount of students and desks. Also he considers that noise distracts students from the class, specially taking into account that there is a volleyball and tennis court next to that classroom. Players yell and make a lot of noise. Concerning to seating arrangement he said that it allows, at least, performing a limited number of activities that cannot be done in other type of classrooms. For instance, the space in the room does not allow making group work, round tables, or any activity that requires free movements. Finally, he underlined that indeed the conditions of the classroom influence students´ academic performance. Students sometimes feel unwilling to participate or the conditions themselves do not allow the development of activities that could contribute to a better understanding and results in their learning process.  
DATA RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

Analysis of the results from the questionnaires

Two questionnaires were designed with the purpose of having students´ perceptions of the normal conditions of the classroom and as well with the changes made on it. 
The first questionnaire was submitted at the end of the first stage of the study, which was the observational one. Students checked and wrote what they thought about their current classroom´s conditions. The second questionnaire was administered when the stage of decoration finished. Here, they also expressed their perceptions of the classroom but with de modifications done. The Intermediate students answered both questionnaires, giving to the researchers the tools to keep going with their study.  

Following it is presented the comparison between students´ responses from the first questionnaire and the second one. Some questions are similar in both questionnaires, that is why they could be compared. However, there are some that are not, and in those cases they are analyzed separately.  

Question # 1 
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The first question seeks to find out if students had different perceptions between their English classroom as compared to others in the Foreign Languages Department. In the first questionnaire the majority of students pointed out that all classrooms at the FLD had the same conditions, making a 66% of this response. The second big percentage was 28% indicating that the physical conditions of their classroom were better than others. Just a 6% of responses indicated that those conditions were worst. Regarding the second questionnaire, with the decoration already done, the results were very different. For instance, an 80% of students highlighted that the physical conditions of their classroom were better than other rooms and a 20% said that those conditions were the same.

Analysis

There is a great difference between students´ perceptions when they had their normal classroom conditions and when they were exposed to a certain changes on it. Their perceptions swapped considerable in the second questionnaire leading towards the fact that their classroom indeed had better physical conditions.  Most students (80%) highlighted this statement, which means that students liked to experiment another ambient besides the one they were used at the FLD. This also was reflected on students´ comments, when they were entering to the classroom they looked delighted to see a different surrounding.
Question #  2
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Question 2 aimed to discover if indeed students perceived that classroom physical conditions influence their performance in class. In the first questionnaire a 50% of students marked that they affect their performance but not in a great extent, while a 37% thought that they do not affect their development in class at all. Only a 13% agreed that physical conditions of the classroom affect their performance significantly. The second questionnaire, the results were that 57% of students consider that the conditions of the classroom affect their performance but no to a big extent. A 33% of students expressed that they affect significantly their performance and only 10% said that they do not affect at all. 
Analysis

Students pointed out in both questionnaires that the classroom physical conditions do affect their development in class but not to a big extent. There is a balance; pupils consider that those conditions have a middle degree of incidence in their learning. It means that the conditions of the classroom do not affect them totally however they are not passed over. They expressed that it is much more agreeable to be in a clean classroom and with visual aids because it encourages them to be there. They also mentioned that development in class do not depend completely on the classroom because their willingness to learn plays an important role. Thus, in this specific question students´ opinions did not change considerably before and after the changes done in their classroom. 
Set of closed questions from the first questionnaire

	QUESTIONS
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree or disagree

	
	
	
	
	
	

	The lighting in the classroom is adequate
	2
	26
	2
	2
	0

	Ventilation in the classroom is acceptable 
	1
	13
	7
	7
	4

	The seating arrangement is adequate for you as student 
	0
	9
	8
	9
	5

	Visual aids contribute to your learning
	2
	18
	5
	7
	0

	The amount of students is adequate in the classroom 
	0
	14
	6
	10
	2

	The noise outside the classroom distract you from the class
	5
	14
	5
	6
	2


Set of questions from the second questionnaire

	QUESTIONS
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree or disagree

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lighting is agreeable
	19
	6
	1
	1
	3

	 Tidiness motivates you to be in the classroom
	25
	4
	0
	0
	1

	Ventilation is acceptable
	7
	10
	4
	4
	5

	Seating arrangement allows free movement
	11
	8
	3
	6
	2

	Visual aids contribute to your learning
	18
	9
	0
	1
	2

	Seating arrangement is adequate
	10
	11
	1
	2
	6


Question #1
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The first closed question in both questionnaires intended to answer students´ point of view about lighting in the classroom. The first graphic represents the results when the classroom was in usual conditions and the second one when the classroom was decked out. In the first questionnaire 7% of students answered they were in strongly agreement that lighting was adequate, while in the second one 64% answered the same when the lamps were covered with cellophane paper. An 81% of pupils were in agreement in the first questionnaire, in the second one 20% agreed. Regarding if they were strongly disagree, 6% answered it in the first questionnaire and 3% in the second one. The same amount of students answered that they were in disagreement. 6% in the first graphic and 3% in de second one. Finally 0%  in one and 6% in the second survey neither agreed nor disagreed.
Analysis

The results obtained in this question, mark a before and an after.  In the first questionnaire, the lights were usually off and didn’t have any effect,  that is why only 7% of the population said that this was good. Whereas, when the lights were covered with cellophane paper and they were turned on, it gave an extremely change in students´ perceptions. The lights were covered with blue cellophane paper, and even though this color was randomly chosen, it matched with the walls´ color creating an environment that was subtle and suggestive. The most remarkable point here is that pupils felt good when they saw the lights with a different effect, their opinion about light in the classroom was positive. 
Question #2
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This is the second question made in the second questionnaire when the classroom was different. In this 83% of students said that tidiness motivates then to be in the classroom. And 14%  agreed with this statement. While 0% strongly disagreed and 0% Disagreed. Finally only 3% of the students said that neither agreed nor disagreed.

Analysis 

This was another question which was only included in the second stage when changes in the classroom were done.  The results show that nearly all students realized about the changes made on it. A 93% of students marked that tidiness in the classroom motivates them to be there. So it is clear that this aspect is an important aspect that all classrooms must fulfill. It creates a sense of well-being and students feel nice when they see their classroom clean. 
Question # 3
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In this question 3% of students strongly agreed in the first questionnaire, but 23% of students said that ventilation was acceptable in the second questionnaire. On the contrary 41% agreed with this in the first questionnaire, and 34% agreed in the second one.  22 % of the students in this question were in strongly disagreement in the first questionnaire and 13% said the same in the second questionnaire. The same results were obtained in the first and second questionnaire. Regarding  the disagree option, 22% in the first and 13% in the second. On the last option which was neither agree or disagree, 12% students answered this in the first questionnaire and 17% in the second one.

Analysis 

In the first stage, during the observation, there were many students blowing with their notebooks, and seemed to be distracted. Researchers decided to do something for changing that situation; unfortunately there was not much to do about it, but to bring over two fans. So that, in the first phase with no fans in the classroom, students´ positive answers were 44% indicating that ventilation was ok. However, once fans were placed students opinions increased because in the second questionnaire positive responses made a total of 57%. It means that the majority of the students could notice the improvement of ventilation in their classroom and they expressed it on their comment. 
Question # 4
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This is the fourth question done in the questionnaire, the first graphic from the left contains the results gotten in the first questionnaire when all the furniture was disorganized and not even the teacher was able to get to the students. The second graph shows the results when furniture was organized in a horseshoe position.  0% of students chose the option strongly agree in the first questionnaire and when the  setting arrangement was done, 33% answered this same option. Then 29% only agreed in the first questionnaire and 37% agreed in the second one.  26% of students said they were in strongly disagreement in the first questionnaire, while in the second one only 3% marked this option. 29% only disagreed when there was not setting arrangement and only 3% disagreed when setting was done. And in the neutral answer neither agree nor disagree 16% chose this option in the first questionnaire and 20% answered it in the second one.
Analysis 

As mentioned before, there were two stages in this survey, first when the classroom was in the usual conditions and then when researchers changed the seating arrangement looking for seeing if students experienced a change. In fact there is a big difference between the first and second questionnaire´s responses. For instance, 29% of students pointed out that seating arrangement was good in the first stage and a total of 70% claimed that this condition improved in the second stage. Thus, students agreed that seating arrangement was better; they felt comfort when the desks were organized in a horseshoe position. Besides, the observations show that they were more focused on the class since they had more visibility to the board and the teacher. To have organized the desks made students feel relaxed and had better interaction among them.
Question # 5
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This question goes in the same way as the previous questions were explained, the graphic from left represent tradition conditions and the second the decoration. To start, 6% were in strongly agreement that visual aids contributed to their learning when classroom was empty, then in the second questionnaire when many decors were put on it, a huge amount of 60% of students gave the same answer. In addition, 56% were in agreement in the first survey, and only 30% agreed in the second one.  In the next option, 16% of students answered were in strongly disagreement and 0% said the same in the second questionnaire. On the contrary 22% said that they disagreed that visual aid contribute to their learning, but once these were implemented, 0% were in disagreement. 

Analysis
When researchers passed the first survey, the classroom was empty. There was nothing on the walls, the board and floor were dirty. Here, a 62% of students answered in a positive way, that in fact visual aids contribute to their learning. Obviously when the classroom was decked out in a colorful way, with posters on the walls and tidy students´ perception increased considerably. To mention that a 90% of pupils stated that indeed visual aids encourage them to be in the classroom and it makes their learning as an enjoyable experience. Moreover, they expressed in the open questions that it motivated them to be in the classroom and it provides a nice environment. 
Question # 6
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This question was done only in the first questionnaire, 0%  of  students said they were strongly agree that the amount of students in the classroom was adequate. A 19% said they were just in agreement and 19% of students were in strongly disagreement. Then 31% disagreed that the amount of students was the adequate in the classroom, and finally 6% didn’t agree nor disagree. 

Analysis
Researchers decided not to take this question into account in the second questionnaire, because the number of students couldn’t be reduced, and it was logical to anticipate that over a variable we couldn’t control the answer would not change.. Regarding to the results, even there was a large amount of students more than the pedagogically appropriate. The results indicate that students didn’t care much about the overcrowding, because most of them agreed this was adequate. However, at the time of seeing the presentations played by the teacher, students from the back were standing up to be able to see, and there was more mess with the desks, as well as the teacher couldn’t attend everyone.
Question # 7 second questionnaire
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This was a question done only in the second questionnaire when the furniture was organized in horseshoe position. So 36% of students were strongly agree and 27% only agreed. Then only 10% were in strongly disagreement and 20% just disagreed. A 7% neither agreed nor disagreed.
Analysis 
As mentioned in the description, this question was applied only in the second survey because it was there when the seating arrangement was implemented. In the first stage, all the furniture was disorganized, students were behind each other and they had problems to see video presentations the teacher played. The results hint that students felt constable regarding to the space and could carry out activities with free movement.  In the first survey, it was observed that students not even could turn their desks to make group works, because if they did it, other students were enclosed and couldn’t move to another place. In the description it can be noticed that most of the students were in strongly agreement that the setting arrangement allowed them free movement when it was in a horseshoe position. Only 10% were in strongly disagreement, what shows a positive result.
Question # 8 
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This was question number eight made in the first questionnaire but not in the second one. Here 15% of students were in strongly agreement that noise outside the classroom distracted them. On the other hand 44% agreed about that statement. A short quantity of students a 16% strongly disagreed and 19% disagreed about it. Then an amount of 6% students neither agreed nor disagreed.

Analysis

The classroom is just in front of a ping pong field, there are many students who play almost every day there, and they shout louder.  Besides the traffic noise sometimes is heard clearly. So as can be seen in the graph, the results show that almost all the students agreed that noise interrupted them from the class and a very short quantity of students disagreed with the statement. With this result, researchers realized that students do notice that noise is present and distract them from the class.
CONCLUSION
To wrap up the study, it is time to bring up some of the conclusions with regards to how the classroom physical and environmental conditions influence students´ attitude and perception about it. The classroom is expected to be the appropriate environment to conduct learning, given that, learning requires a good level of concentration on the four macro-skills. Also to guarantee that students will find enjoyable to stay in the classroom for a short or even for a long period of time. As   Tanahashi (2007) says “the layout of a classroom has a direct impact on what kind of interaction can take place there.” That is why this spot determines if students will be able to do any kind of activity to guide their learning and development in the class.

Having analyzed the  questionnaires which students  answered according to the  their perception and view point, researchers found out that the results gotten were that negative classroom physical  conditions do influence important aspects of students´ learning like their motivation, concentration, comfort and over all their attitude toward learning a foreign language. Pupils are prone to be motivated in their class if they are exposed to a nice surrounding like the one implemented in the classroom. After observing the negative attitude students had when being in a hot  weather, dirty floor and any decoration around, it was noticed that indeed they showed a different attitude when they were in a special classroom setting. Besides the observations students gave their perceptions about the classroom, and they proved that pupils had a good impression of the room.

 People react to what is appealing to their senses, because everyone has psychological needs. According to the results obtained in the research, students are not satisfied with the traditional physical conditions of their classroom. That is why, taking into account students´ perceptions, it can be said that the classroom should accommodate their needs, such as comfort and well-being. The students from the Intermediate English I showed clearly how acceptable and great they felt with the environment, once the classroom was cleaned and tidy. Thus, from this it can be concluded that even though students get used to the traditional environment they do realize about the lack and need of a change on it

.
Hence, in this research paper it was clearly stated that students from the Intermediate English I group 02 at the FLD perceived that the conditions of their classroom indeed have an impact on their development in class. If the conditions are nice, it means good lighting, not much noise, a clean and decorated classroom, they tend to be more concentrated in class and comfortable as well. Whereas, if the classroom is dirty, hot, etc., they feel desperation and as soon as the class finishes they want to go out of the place. Undoubtedly, students are conscious about the importance of having good and appropriate classroom physical conditions, mostly because in this particular case the target is learning a second language. 

Participants stated that they do care about the conditions of the classroom but they try to ignore them, obviously because there is little or nothing they can do about it. They try to find the way of learning without paying much attention to their environment. This is because learning can also occur outside the classroom; it can happen if students are willing to learn and have the desire to grown in their academic knowledge. Thus, the layout of the room has to be with the moment students are on it, in other words with the period of time they spend there. It can be an agreeable time or a not so good moment, but it all depends on the conditions the classroom gives them. To sum up, it means that classroom physical and environmental conditions have a direct influence of students’ class interaction and their development in the class.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Taking into account the results obtained in this study, researchers consider important to come up with some recommendations. First, to future researchers interested on the field and second to the authorities from the FLD. To begin with, it is recommended that new researchers could make interviews to have direct viewpoint from students and not just running questionnaires. This is because sometimes students get bored of filling out papers and their responses might not represent what they really perceive or think about their classroom. Besides that, the recommendations go to the authorities of the Foreign Languages Department as well, letting them know that doing some improvements of the classrooms students could be more motivated to stay in. 

One fact that the researchers found was that there is little maintenance in the classrooms of the FLD. It is true that at the beginning of each term classrooms are painted, and they look nice with clean walls. Nevertheless, while the term is running there is not any continuance to them. The floors are always dirty that it seems that there are not enough janitors. Classrooms are dusty and with litter thrown on the floor and under the desks as well. There should be supervision of the personal in charge of the cleaning. Moreover, teachers should find the way of making students aware that littering their place of study is not a university student´s attitude.
 Another essential recommendation would be that the personal in charge of maintaining the furniture in good conditions, should be often monitoring them. It could assure that desks are going to be in good conditions and that they are not going to be thrown just because they have one leg  broken, for example. Students could use all desks that are in the classroom because many times they have to be looking for a desk in other rooms, given that, the ones that are in their classroom are not good at all.  

In addition, classrooms should be physically arranged according to the subject. This does not mean that they are going to be overwhelmed with any object or item that could distract students´ attention to the class. It just suggests that the place where students spend a great deal of their time should be an agreeable place. As Freeman (1998) claims that to the extent possible, the physical environment of a classroom is aesthetically pleasant, attractive, colorful, comfortable, and engaging to the senses. To sum up, with little budget, time and willingness those rooms could have a better environment, and with that, to enhance students´ comfortability and enthusiasm for their learning. 

LIMITATIONS
As it is natural in any research project there will be always limitations interfering the process and in this time it was not the exception. They are always present, but they make researchers get experience in figuring out how to overcome any problem and to go ahead with the plan in mind. In this specific project researchers ran into some little troubles, which made the process to be delayed for more time than the planned one for each step.

First of all, the adviser was assigned very late, and it hindered students´ readiness to begin their project. Time was going by without doing much about it and at last students and adviser could have their first meeting. When it came the time of searching the literature review, interesting books containing important topics were found on the internet, but they could not be download. The page required to buy them, if not, by any mean they showed the information. It meant to keep on looking for other articles that could help to enrich the investigation.  

Having finished the literature review, researchers started to plan how to get the data by means of a method. The first step was to observe a classroom with its normal physical conditions. Next, was to decorate the classroom in order to carry out the second observation. During this second step, the lack of sources made the process kind of difficult. The first day that researchers appeared to the classroom, it was so dirty that it was necessary to do the cleaning. They had to look for a broom and a mop but no one in charge of the cleaning was around. There were not fans also, it implied to carry a fan from the house to the classroom. 

One more limitation was that there were not enough outlets to connect the computer, and the fans too. So that, melody was not played for the two weeks as planned. Moreover, at the time of the cleaning and decorating, students were getting in and out of the classroom causing a distraction to the researchers. It was planned that they entered to the room when everything was arranged, however; some students took their lunch into the classroom, and they were present while the place was being, decked out. 
When the classroom was decorated, the observation had been planned to last two weeks. However, the teacher in charge of the level got sick in that period; causing that a couple of class was called off. Sometimes the classroom was already set with the decoration, making it a worthless effort and work. Pitifully, researchers did not know the day the teacher was going to be absent; that is why they just appeared to the classroom. This fact delayed this stage and made the project to be stocked.
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