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ABSTRACT  

 

English is a worldwide language; so many investigations have been done about this 

language. Many scholars have written books about English as a second language and books 

for teaching English but these investigations have been carried out in diverse countries with 

contexts totally different from the ones that Salvadorian students live in. This research has 

been conducted with the objective of providing sources to future English learners with 

Salvadorian contexts especially for the reality of the Foreign Languages Department of the 

Arts and Sciences School of  the University of El Salvador; so that students of the foreign 

Language Department can have access to researches done in their own context. 

This study was aimed at determining how influential vocabulary size and the use of 

reading techniques are in reading comprehension. The research question was “How do 

vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques influence reading comprehension of 

students who are taking Reading and Conversation I course at the Foreign Languages 

Department of the Arts and Sciences School of the University of El Salvador?”. In this 

research, three main aspects of students‟ skill profile were taken into account: Vocabulary 

level, the use of reading techniques and the level of reading comprehension.   

 

In order to collect the data, the instruments selected for this research were three different 

tests. The first one, a vocabulary test from Cambridge University Press. The second, a test 

for identifying the use of reading techniques that was designed by the researchers taking 

into account different sources. And the last one, a reading comprehension test designed by 

Cambridge University Press. These tests were administered to 62 out of 78 students that 
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were taking the Reading and Conversation I course of the Foreign Language Department of 

the Arts and Sciences School of the University of El Salvador during the second semester 

of 2013.  

 

After administering the tests, the students‟ results of each test were divided into 

subcategories in order to organize the information gathered. Those categories were 

established by the grade that students obtained in each test. This organization helped 

researches to analyze the data for answering the research question. Microsoft Excel was 

used for the statistical procedure. Line graphs were done for representing the data so that 

researches could interpret the results for achieving the conclusions of the research.  

 

The conclusions of this research are going to be helpful not only for students but 

also for teachers since it gives an overview of the impact that vocabulary level and the use 

of reading techniques have on students‟ reading comprehension. Since this research has 

been carried out at the Foreign Language Department of Arts and Science School of the 

University of El Salvador. 
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OBJECTIVES 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

 To determine how vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques influence the level 

of proficiency in reading comprehension in students of Reading and Conversation I 

course at the Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences School at the 

University of El Salvador during the second semester of 2013. 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE: 

 To determine how the level of vocabulary reached by students of Reading and 

Conversation I course at the Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences 

School of the University of El Salvador during the second semester of 2013 influences 

their level of proficiency in reading comprehension. 

 To determine how reading techniques that are applied by students of Reading and 

Conversation I course at the Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences 

School of the University of El Salvador during the second semester of 2013 influence 

their level of proficiency in reading comprehension. 

 To find out which variable is more influential in the level of proficiency in reading 

comprehension in students of Reading and Conversation I course at the Foreign 

Languages Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University of El Salvador 

during the second semester of 2013. 

 

 



  

9 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

10 

 

1.1 Statement of the problem 

Reading is one of the four macro skills that a student who is learning English as a 

Foreign Language needs to master in order to become a proficient bilingual person. 

However, the full understanding of it can be difficult to achieve. It is noticed that students 

at Foreign Language Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University of El 

Salvador are not an exception. During the reading and conversation classes students go 

through many problems because reading is not worked on systematically in the mother 

tongue, so students cannot apply techniques like guessing word meaning, scanning, 

skimming, etc.  Moreover, students that frequently read in their mother tongue have a better 

understanding of a passage in the target language; therefore, it is essential to study the 

factors that influence reading comprehension. It is crucial for students to become aware of 

the things that are influencing their reading comprehension and how they can improve this 

important skill. Our research project will determine how vocabulary size and the use of 

reading techniques affect the reading comprehension level of proficiency of the students 

who are taking Reading and Conversation I at the Foreign Languages Department of Arts 

and Sciences School of the University of El Salvador during the second semester of 2013. 

With the information that is going to be gathered, the researchers will be able to determine 

the variable that influences students´ reading comprehension the most. 
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1.2 Significance of the Problem (and historical background) 

The history of the English language started with the arrival of three Germanic tribes 

who invaded Britain during the 5th century AD. These tribes, the Angles, the Saxons and 

the Jutes, crossed the North Sea from what today is Denmark and Northern Germany. At 

that time, the inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic language. But most of the Celtic speakers 

were pushed West and North by the invaders mainly into what is now Wales, Scotland and 

Ireland. The Angles came from "Englaland" and their language was called "Englisc" from 

which the words "England" and "English" are derived. (“History of the English Language”, 

May 28
th 

, 2013) 

Today, American English is particularly influential, due to the United States of 

America´s dominance of cinema, television, popular music, trade and technology. But there 

are many other varieties of English around the world, including for example Australian, 

New Zealand, Canadian, South African, Indian and Caribbean English. 

Nowadays, it is noticed that to know English provides students with more 

opportunities to succeed in the society since it is the most important language, the official 

language in 70 countries. To master English skills can give people many opportunities to 

get a job in different areas such as bilingual schools, call centers, tourism, etc. Reading is 

one of the skills that people need to focus on, since it allows them to access any written 

information. ESL students at the Foreign Language Department need to read a variety of 

English texts in different subjects and comprehend their content. However, there are many 

factors that affect the comprehension of a reading: environmental influences, interest, 

motivation, vocabulary size, reading habits, reading techniques (Georgia Dennis, eHow 
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Contributor, May 30
th

, 2013). This research will aim at describing how vocabulary level 

and the use of reading techniques affect the level of reading comprehension in students of 

the Reading and Conversation I course at the Foreign Language Department of Arts and 

Sciences School at the University of El Salvador.   

The “wisegeek” website defines vocabulary as the body of words that make up a 

language, and the importance of vocabulary in reading comprehension cannot be 

overstated. Without a good working knowledge of words and their meanings, both written 

and verbal communication will be muddied or poorly understood. This definition states that 

vocabulary has a big impact in the level of reading comprehension that students have. 

Taking into consideration both the size of vocabulary and the use of reading 

techniques, our study‟s main goal is to answer how vocabulary size and the use of reading 

techniques affect the reading comprehension in students of  Reading and Conversation I 

course of the Foreign Language Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University 

of El Salvador.   
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1.3 Purpose of the study 

The purpose of this research is to determine how vocabulary size and the use of 

reading techniques affect reading comprehension. The focus will be on students of Reading 

and Conversation I course at the Foreign Language Department of Arts and Sciences 

School at the University of El Salvador since these students have already taken all the 

Intensive English courses and they are supposed to have reached a high level of English 

proficiency. Students from these courses might use the results of this research to strength 

their reading comprehension.  Moreover, through this research it will be determined what 

vocabulary level these students have and whether they use reading techniques or not. 

Besides that, the research aims at finding out which of these two variables, vocabulary level 

or the use of reading techniques, is the one that influences the most in the level of reading 

comprehension reached by students.  
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1.4 Research questions. 

Research question:  

How do vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques influence reading 

comprehension of students who are taking Reading and Conversation I course at the 

Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University of El 

Salvador during the second semester of 2013? 

 

Subsidiary questions: 

 How much does vocabulary size help students to understand a reading? 

 How does the use of reading techniques help students in reading 

comprehension? 

 Which of these two variables, vocabulary size or reading techniques, 

influence reading comprehension the most? 
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1.5 Limitations  

Although the research team was able to carry out most of the plan for the present research, 

there were also some hard times in pulling off this investigation. Here are some of the 

limitations the research team faced during the process of this work:  

 The members in charge of conducting the research project had different time 

schedules available, so the research process took more time to be done as planned 

due to the personal occupations of each one. 

 Another is, the limited access to appropriate bibliography written by well-known 

researchers and updated information that could support this research work. 

 It was not possible to administer the instruments to all subjects under study since 

not all teachers give the researchers the opportunity to do it; therefore, the sample 

population was of 62 students out of 78 that had been calculated. 

 In each Reading and Conversation I group, a great amount of students did not attend 

regularly or they arrived late; consequently, it was so hard to administer the 

instruments to everyone at the same time. 

 The instruments were long, so some students did not finish them because the time 

these took to be solved was about 2 hours.  
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1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

It is important to define the main terms that are going to be used in thesis research 

so the readers can have a better understating of this project.  

Reading Comprehension: This term is defined as understanding a text that is read, 

or the process of “constructing meaning” from a text. Comprehension is a “construction 

process” because it involves all of the elements for the reading process working together as 

a text is read to create a representation of a given text in the reader‟s mind. (Partnership for 

Reading, 2005).  

Vocabulary Size: It refers to the number of words of which a learner has at least 

some superficial knowledge of meaning. Other author defines it as the number of words 

that a person knows http://engres.ied.edu.hk/vocabulary/vocabulary2-3.html.  

Reading techniques: They are defined as specific abilities which enable a reader to 

read the written form as meaningful language, to read anything written with independence, 

comprehension and fluency, and to mentally interact with the message (SIL International, 

1999).  

Word family: It is a group of words that share a common base, to which different 

prefixes and suffixes are added. 

Non-experimental research: It is the research design that does not involve a 

manipulation of the situation, circumstances or experience of the participants. Also it is 

characterized by procedure of collection of data which often forfeit some degree of control 

in return for obtaining data. Short questionnaires can be used to get data for a non-

experimental research. 

http://engres.ied.edu.hk/vocabulary/vocabulary2-3.html
http://grammar.about.com/od/tz/g/wordterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/ab/g/baseverbterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/pq/g/prefix.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/suffixterm.htm
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CEFF: The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF 

or CEFR) it was put together by the Council of Europe as a way of standardizing the levels 

of language exams in different regions. It is very widely used internationally and all 

important exams are mapped to the CEFR. There are six levels: A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, and 

C2. 

C1: Effective Operational Proficiency. It is the ability to communicate with the 

emphasis on how well it is done, in terms of appropriacy, sensitivity and the capacity to 

deal with unfamiliar topics. 

Scanning: It is a reading technique where the reader looks for specific information 

rather than trying to absorb all the information. If you're reading a timetable, say, you want 

specific information usually and so look for something that is convenient for your journey 

plans- when you do this, you are scanning. 

http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/scanning.html#q7Xhiitrg2YHAYfK.99. 

Skimming: Skimming is reading a text to get the gist, the basic overall idea, rather 

than concentrating on absorbing all the details. For instance, many people skim read a 

newspaper article just to get a quick overview, or a text could be skimmed to see whether 

it's worth reading in detail. 

http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/skimming.html#WzE0riMtBk6VRUJr.99.  

Previewing: Previewing a text means to get an idea of what we are going to find in 

a particular text or in other words it is a skill of learning about a text before reading it. It 

saves time, gets a sense of what the text is about and gives us a kind of overview. This 

simple skill includes seeing what we can learn from the head notes or other introductory 

http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/scanning.html#q7Xhiitrg2YHAYfK.99
http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/text.html
http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/gist.html
http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/skimming.html#WzE0riMtBk6VRUJr.99
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material, skimming to get an idea of the content and taking a look at how the text is 

organized. It saves a lot of time for us as after previewing a text, we can set a purpose or 

evaluate whether the text meets our purpose or not. 

http://faculty.ksu.edu.sa/sajidchaudhry/Learning%20Resources/132-2.pdf 

Predicting: Making predictions is a strategy in which readers use information from 

a text (including titles, headings, pictures, and diagrams) and their own personal 

experiences to anticipate what they are about to read (or what comes next). A reader 

involved in making predictions is focused on the text at hand, constantly thinking ahead 

and also refining, revising, and verifying his or her predictions. This strategy also helps 

students make connections between their prior knowledge and the text.  

http://beyondweather.ehe.osu.edu/issue/the-sun-and-earths-climate/making-predictions-a-

strategy-for-reading-and-science-learning. 

Inferring: When we infer we take what we know and combine it with clues from 

the text to draw a conclusion or predict a result. Making inferences is vital to developing 

understanding of a text. It enables students to discover the deeper meaning of the text and 

what is not directly stated by the writer or the creator of the image. When they infer, 

students form opinions and make assumptions and judgments about events, situations and 

issues in the text, and how the characters are thinking and feeling. 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/712assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2012/ind

ex.php?id=literacy/reading/lr_cold/lr_cold_s23a2_12 

 

 

http://faculty.ksu.edu.sa/sajidchaudhry/Learning%20Resources/132-2.pdf
http://beyondweather.ehe.osu.edu/issue/the-sun-and-earths-climate/making-predictions-a-strategy-for-reading-and-science-learning
http://beyondweather.ehe.osu.edu/issue/the-sun-and-earths-climate/making-predictions-a-strategy-for-reading-and-science-learning
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/712assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2012/index.php?id=literacy/reading/lr_cold/lr_cold_s23a2_12
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/712assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2012/index.php?id=literacy/reading/lr_cold/lr_cold_s23a2_12
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 2.1 Review of related literature and analysis of previous researches 

Reading comprehension 

Reading is one of the four macro skills that foreign language learners should master 

in their language learning process if they want to become well-rounded users of the target 

language. Grellet (1981) defines reading comprehension as the capacity to understand a 

written text extracting the required information from it as efficiently as possible. In other 

words, comprehending a reading is to grasp the most important elements of a text. The 

ability to read is seen as the most stable and durable of the foreign language skills since 

learners acquire most of their vocabulary through reading. Also, it provides learners with 

the opportunity to be exposed to well-organized and well-written pieces of writing which 

help them to improve their language abilities. Like readers who are native speakers, when 

foreign language learners read a text their main goal is to comprehend its message. Hence, 

it shows that foreign language students need to master reading since it is useful in a target 

language.  

 Many authors claim that there are factors which have an influence on reading 

comprehension. In May 30
th

,2013 Georgia Dennis, a contributor of eHow website, 

mentioned vocabulary size, the use of reading techniques, reading habits, educational 

background, motivation, previous knowledge etc. as factors that influence at the moment of 

comprehending a reading. According to the investigation vocabulary size and the use of 

reading techniques that learners apply in order to comprehend a reading are determinants 

on reading comprehension. Therefore, this study will focus firstly on the influence of 

vocabulary size and secondly on the use of reading techniques. 
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Vocabulary size 

The first influential factor in reading comprehension that is going to be described is 

vocabulary level since authors like Anderson, Freebody and Calixto state that it is 

significant on the comprehension of a text.   “It has long been accepted that vocabulary 

knowledge is an instrument for reading comprehension” (Anderson & Freebody, 2000).  If 

foreign language learners do not have enough vocabulary they will not be able to 

comprehend a reading text because language learners need to have a high level of 

vocabulary which allows them to have a good understanding since it is considered as an 

essential tool at the moment of interpreting a text. Also, Calixto (2006) says that the 

amount of unknown vocabulary is crucial in order to know if it enables the foreign 

language learner to read with reasonable comprehension. In essence, the amount of 

vocabulary known is determinant at the moment of comprehending a text. 

In order to fully understand a text, language learners have to manage a high amount 

of words. Schmitt & McCarthy (1997) presented some data that establish that there are over 

54,000 word families in English, although educated adult native speakers know around 

20,000 of these word families. They argued that a much smaller number of words, between 

3,000 to 5,000 word families, are needed to provide an English learner a basis for 

meaningful reading comprehension in the basic level. Then, if English learners do not know 

that amount of words they will face problems at the time of comprehending a reading.  

  Identifying word meanings is crucial in understanding a text; it is for that reason 

that MC. Quirter states some facts about word meanings. Students know one meaning of a 

word, but it is known that one word has different meanings in different contexts. Thus 
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MC.Quirter (2006) states that students need to have a deep understanding of word meaning 

rather than simply knowing the literal meaning of a new concept. It is important that 

students explore the multiple meanings of a word; otherwise they will get a wrong message 

from the reading.  

 

The use of reading techniques 

Vocabulary has already been described as a factor that influences on reading 

comprehension; on the other hand, Grellet claims that the use of reading techniques affects 

the comprehension of a text as well. These are tools that help readers to understand a 

reading faster and fulfill the reading purpose. He states on his book: Developing Reading 

Skills (1981) that comprehending a text depends greatly on the purpose that the reader has. 

A skilled reader will reject the unnecessary information through the use of these techniques 

and quickly find what is looking for. It reveals how the use of reading techniques has a 

great impact on reading comprehension.    

In order to achieve successfully the reader‟s purposes, Brown presents a number of 

reading techniques that are helpful to get a high comprehension level of texts. Skimming, 

scanning, inferring, semantic mapping, previewing and predicting are reading techniques 

stated by Brown (1994: 292-296). All these techniques help the readers to improve their 

understanding by getting the main points from the text, increasing the reader‟s ability to 

think, linking ideas, and setting the context of the text. Hence, through the use of reading 

techniques, students get a better understanding of a text.  
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According to authors like Kerr, the use of reading techniques are helpful not only 

for general reading, but also for tests. In his article “Skimming, scanning and inferring” 

(2009) he mentions that it is common that English language tests, either international (e.g. 

the Cambridge First Certificate) or local exams (e.g. the Polish school-leaving test, the 

„Matura‟) include a reading component that usually includes tasks that are better 

accomplished if the students apply different techniques such as skimming, scanning and 

inferring.  It demonstrates that the use of those reading techniques help students to get high 

score on reading comprehension tests. 

 There are some studies about the relation of the use of reading techniques and 

reading comprehension; an example of it is the research carried out in Mindanao State 

University. Tabudlong, Abucayon, Larayos & Malawani (2012) did an investigation in 

Mindanao State University in Philippines that found out that there is a significant 

relationship between the use of reading techniques and the level of reading comprehension. 

The results of the reading techniques and reading comprehension tests showed that the 

respondents who have high scores in the reading techniques test have high scores in the 

reading comprehension tests. These results show the consistency in the performance of the 

students in both exams since the results demonstrate a parallel relationship.    

The investigations that have been carried out demonstrate that both, vocabulary size 

and the use of reading techniques, have an influence on reading comprehension. All these 

findings evidence that the use of reading techniques and vocabulary size are not only 

positively related with the level of reading comprehension, but also they provide a 

significant help in the successful understanding of a given text. In the literature review was 

not found an author that compares which of those variables is the most influential on the 
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level of reading comprehension, the research seeks to find out which of these two variables 

already described is the one that influences the most on the level of reading comprehension 

reached by students of Reading and Conversation I course at the Foreign Language 

Department of Arts and Sciences School at the University of El Salvador. 
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CHAPTER 3 

METHODOLOGY 
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3.1 Description of Research Design and Procedures Used. 

Type of research: Correlational research   

This research project was a correlational study since its main purpose was to find out the 

connection between the independent variables, vocabulary size and the use of reading 

techniques, with the dependent variable, reading comprehension. Moreover, this research 

had the perspective of mixed method because of the combination of qualitative and 

quantitative method. The data was gathered and interpreted in numbers and those results 

helped the researchers to describe how the dependent and independent variables were 

associated one another. This process was carried out in order to find if reading 

comprehension is influenced by the vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques in 

students of Reading and conversation I of the Foreign Language Department of Arts and 

Sciences School of the University of El Salvador. 

 

 Research design: Non-experimental design 

Non- experimental research is a category of research design, in which the researcher 

observes the phenomena as it occurs naturally, and no external variables are introduced. It 

was a non-experimental research design since the independent variables were not 

manipulated at all. Researchers collected data without making changes in the context or 

introducing treatments. The instruments were administered without any review about the 

use of reading techniques or any previous preparation for the taken exams. 
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Procedure used 

Researchers needed two class hours of Reading and Conversation I course in order 

to administer the three instruments for the investigation. So researchers asked for 

permission to teachers, some of the teachers authorized researchers to use time class for the 

exams. The tests were administered to all the students that attended class the authorized 

day. In order to identify the students´ tests, they wrote the ID number in each exam. In the 

first session students took the reading techniques because a specific time was given to do 

this test. After finishing the reading techniques test, students answered the vocabulary test; 

this was how the first session finished. In the second session, students answered the reading 

comprehension test in about an hour. This tests were administered to students at the end of 

the term since students have already studied the use of reading techniques during the 

semester, also they have already passed the five Intensive English courses that are 

necessary in order to take the Reading and Conversation I course.  

3.2 Sources of Data  

In order to gather the data, researchers did a tiring search with the goal of getting the most 

reliable and valid data. The first test, Reading Comprehension test was selected from 

“Certificate in advance English C1”, an official examination paper from University of 

Cambridge ESOL examinations. The second one, Vocabulary Level Test, was also taken 

from Cambridge University, but in this time from an online source. It was found at the 

website http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf. Finally, the use of reading 

technique test was a compilation of different resources, books and websites. It was selected 

from the book „Reading power‟ which was written by Beatrice S. Mikulecky and Linda 

Jeffries authors. Moreover, the websites http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com and 

http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com
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http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2 were 

used for making some of the items of the use of reading techniques test. The sources of data 

that were described are reliable in order to obtain an useful data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2
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3.3. Sampling Procedures  

Universe 

The universe in our investigation included all the students of the Foreign Language 

Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University of El Salvador who were taking 

Reading and Conversation I course during the second semester of 2013. The total of 

students in the courses was 238, who were distributed in 8 different groups at different 

schedules. 

Sample 

The sample was 20% of the universe which was equivalent to 78 students ideally. 

The sample type planned to use was randomly sample type so 10 students from each of the 

8 different groups of Reading and Conversation I course were going to be selected as 

sample in order to achieve reliability and validity. But due to the fact, that the researchers 

faced the inconvenient that not all the teachers in charge of the subject allowed them to 

administer the instruments to students, the sample type had to be changed and convenience 

sampling had to be used. Hence, the data gathered was obtained from only 62 students from 

four complete groups of Reading and Conversation I course of the Foreign Language 

Department of University of El Salvador. 
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3.4. Methods and Instruments of Data Gathering  

Instruments  

This correlational study used three instruments due to the fact that there were two 

independent variables and one dependent variable, and it was necessary to measure all of 

them. First, a Vocabulary Level Test designed by Cambridge University Press was used for 

measuring the students‟ vocabulary level. Secondly, a reading test for identifying the use of 

reading techniques was administered to students; this test was designed by researchers with 

exercises taken from different sources. The last instrument used was a Reading 

Comprehension test from the book “Certificate in Advanced English C1” from Cambridge 

University Press. So, with these three different instruments the data had been collected.  

Vocabulary Level Test: A Vocabulary Level Test based on the common European 

framework was administered to Reading and Conversation I course in order to measure if 

they had advanced vocabulary level.  The test given to each student consisted in solving 30 

difficulties in which students had to choose three out of six words and match them with 

their respective definition. This exam took around fifteen minutes to be answered. For 

reaching the advanced vocabulary level, students needed to obtain a score of 22 to 30 right 

answers in the test.  

The use of reading techniques test: This test was designed by the researches 

taking into account the different reading techniques like scanning, skimming, guessing 

meaning from context, making inferences, previewing and predicting.  This exam consisted 

of fifty three items in which students needed to have a grade of seven or higher in order to 

make an optimum use of reading techniques. Even though it was a general reading 
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technique test, in order to have reliable results, researcher decided to evaluate technique by 

technique because each technique has particular characteristics that were important to take 

into consideration.  

Reading comprehension test: The English reading comprehension test was 

selected from “Certificate in advance English C1” from Cambridge University. This exam 

measured the level of reading comprehension that students of Reading and Conversation I 

course had. It had 34 difficulties and took students about an hour to answer the exam. 

Students needed to have a grade of seven or higher in order to make a proficiency level of 

reading comprehension according to the Common European Framework. 

 Having already described the characteristics of each instrument that were used in the 

research, it is necessary to mention that those instruments were essential for gathering the 

information and carry out this research project. 
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CHAPTER 4 

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 
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4.1 Analysis of data 

In order to analyze the data the researchers were going to take into account 

categories for a better understanding of the data. Each exam score was going to be divided 

into two categories; the categories for the reading comprehension test were going to be the 

students that reached the C1 level and the students that did not reach it. Also, the 

vocabulary level was going to be divided into the students that had the advanced level of 

vocabulary and the ones that did not have it. Moreover, the results of the exams on the use 

of reading techniques were going to be subcategorized in optimums use of reading 

techniques and poor use of them. After gathering the data, it could not be processed as it 

was planned because only two students passed the reading comprehension test, so there was 

no way to make a relation between the scores obtained. Therefore, the researchers decided 

to analyze the data in a different way.  

Researchers had to arrange the data based on scores obtained in the tests by students 

of Reading and Conversation I course. First, the data was organized with the purpose of 

checking each of the tests and giving each student a grade from 1 to 10. Second, the grades 

of the three exams were associated to the corresponding students ID in order to identify the 

grades gotten by students in each exam. Third, the data was arranged based on the reading 

and comprehension test grades in an ascendant way, from 1 to 10. Moreover, a statistical 

frequency chart was made in five intervals of two points each one. By using that chart, the 

results were presented in a line graph that showed the scores that students obtained in the 

three different exams. Its purpose was to identify the amount of students that passed and did 

not pass the different tests as well as to represent the relation between the grades obtained 

in each test. 
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4.2 Analysis of the data by graphs  

Individual scores obtained by students in each test 

 

        This line graph represents the grades obtained by each student in the three tests 

administered. The data was arranged based on the reading comprehension test, from the 

lowest to the highest grades with its respective vocabulary and the use of reading 

techniques test grades. The graph shows that there is a positive correlation between the 

vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques grades with reading comprehension 

because the students that have a high score in reading comprehension also have a high 

score in vocabulary and in the use of reading techniques.  A positive correlation between 

vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques is perceived in the students that had 

scores from 6-8 in reading comprehension and the students who got scores from 8-10 in 

vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques as well. As a conclusion, the scores of 

vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques should be higher than 8 in order to have 

a positive influence in reading comprehension. 
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Statistical frequency of scores obtained in the three different exams that 
were administered to students 

 

The line graph shows the statistical frequency of scores in each range for the three 

tests administered. According to this, 60% of the students got grades between 2.1 and 4 in 

the reading comprehension test, which means the majority of students did not get the C1 

level because according to Cambridge University Press a score of seven is required in order 

to achieve C1 level (advanced reading comprehension).  It also shows that 95% of the 

students reached from 6.1 to 10 in the vocabulary level test. This tells us that a high amount 

of students who are taking Reading and Comprehension I course have high vocabulary 

level. Besides, through the results it can be seen that 48% of students got an average score 

of 4.1 to 6 in the use of reading techniques test. As a result, students have the knowledge 

about the use of reading techniques; however, they have not internalized them and are not 

able to use them in an accurate way. 
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The correlational relation between vocabulary level and the use of 

reading techniques. 

 

According to this line graph, there is a positive association between the independent 

variables, vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques. It is evident that there is the 

positive correlation between these variables because when vocabulary scores are high, the 

scores in the use of reading technique test increase and the other way around. As a result, 

the use of reading techniques and vocabulary level are related to each other, therefore, they 

should not be isolated. 
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CHAPTER 5 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
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5.1 Major findings   

 

1. There is a positive correlation between independent variables, vocabulary and the 

use of reading techniques. 

 

2. There is a positive correlation between the independent variables, vocabulary and 

the use of reading techniques, and the dependent variable reading comprehension. 

 

3. The level of reading comprehension that English language students have at this 

level of the major is not the one that they supposed to have.  

 

4. Students know the reading techniques but they cannot apply them unless they are 

told to do that. 

 

5. Students of Reading and Conversation I course have a high level of vocabulary.  
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5.2 Answers to research questions 

Research question:  

How do vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques influence reading 

comprehension of students who are taking Reading and Conversation I course at the 

Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences School of the University of El 

Salvador during the second semester of 2013?  After analyzing the data, we can say that 

the vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques have a big influence in the reading 

comprehension of students who are taking Reading and Conversation I course since 

students that have higher level of reading comprehension also have a high vocabulary level 

and a high use of the reading techniques while reading a text. But in order to have this 

influence, it is necessary to have a high level of both, vocabulary and the use of reading 

techniques. Even though students obtained a high level of vocabulary but not a high score 

in the use of reading techniques, its reading comprehension was not affected in a positive 

way because its scores remained low.  

Subsidiary questions: 

 How much does vocabulary size help students to understand a reading? It is seen 

in the data that vocabulary level influences in a positive way in the reading 

comprehension. Most of the students passed the vocabulary level test with high grades 

obtaining the advanced vocabulary level established by Cambridge University Press. 

Also the students that obtained a C1 level in reading comprehension had a high level of 

vocabulary. Therefore, vocabulary level influences in reading comprehension since the 
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students that have C1 level also have a high vocabulary level but for influencing in a 

positive way they also need to have a high use of reading techniques.  

 

 How does the use of reading techniques help students in reading comprehension? 

Researchers concluded that the use of reading techniques influenced in the reading 

comprehension because students that got low scores of the use of reading also obtained 

a low score in the reading comprehension test. Therefore, the use of reading techniques 

affects the students´ reading comprehensions.  

 

 Which of these two variables, vocabulary size or reading techniques, influence 

reading comprehension the most? None of these two variables, vocabulary level and 

the use of reading techniques, influence the most because both are essential in order to 

have a proficient reading comprehension. Moreover, vocabulary level and the use of 

reading techniques influence in reading comprehension when both scores are high but 

not when the grades obtained on those test are different; which means that there is not 

possible to have an positive influence in reading comprehension when one of the grades 

is higher than 8 and the other one is lower than 8 as well.  
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5.3  Conclusions 

At the end of this study, the researchers reached the following conclusions: 

The independent variables, vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques, have 

a positive correlation between them. It is seen that when the use of reading techniques 

grades increase also the vocabulary grades increase. Similarly, if the use of reading 

techniques decreases the grades of the vocabulary level does it too. This correlation is 

observed in all grades gotten by students in the test. It does not matter the amount that the 

grades increase or decrease because the positive correlation stills remains.  

 

The independent variables, vocabulary level and the use of reading techniques, have 

an influence in the dependent variable, reading comprehension. Because students who got 

higher grades than 8 in vocabulary and the use of reading techniques obtained a higher 

grade+ than 6 in reading comprehension. That is the reason why researchers conclude that 

in order to have a high grade in reading comprehension it is necessary to have high grades 

in both vocabulary and the use of reading techniques. 

 

In order to take Reading and Conversation I course, Foreign Language students 

have to take the five Intensive English subjects that the curriculum requires. That means, 

students should have the C1 level of reading comprehension at this level of the major. 

Cambridge University Press establishes that for having  the C1 level of reading 

comprehension, which corresponds to the advanced level in Common European 

Framework, students have to obtain a grade higher than 7.0 in such exam. However, the 

results of the study clearly reflected that the majority of students, 87%, did not have the 
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reading comprehension level that they should reach the advanced level because most of 

them got scores from 1 to 4.0, and only 3% reached the level. To conclude, Foreign 

Language students do not have the reading comprehension level that is required at this 

point of the major. 

 

Students identify the reading techniques but they cannot use them when reading a 

text. Most of the students passed the test of the use of reading techniques with a grade 

higher than 6.0 but they did not apply the reading techniques in the reading comprehension 

test. If students had applied the reading techniques in the reading comprehension test, they 

could have gotten a higher grade in this test. Researches can reach this conclusion because 

of the grades of two students that have a C1 level; they obtained a high grade not only in 

the vocabulary test but also in the use of reading techniques. Apparently, students of 

Reading and Conversation I course have not internalized those techniques because they are 

able to use them when they were told to apply a specific technique but not in a text without 

requesting to use certain reading technique.  

 

The Vocabulary Level Test from Cambridge University Press that was administered 

to students of Reading and Conversation I course showed the vocabulary level that they 

have. This test categorized students who got scores of 7 to 10 in advanced vocabulary level. 

The findings of the study supported that almost all the students have the advanced 

vocabulary level since most of them passed the vocabulary test with a high grade; therefore, 

students of Reading and Conversation I course have an advanced level of vocabulary.  
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5.4. Recommendations 

 Not only is recommendable to make use of Reading Techniques but also to have 

a high Vocabulary Level in order to have a high level of Reading 

Comprehension. Because the use of Reading Techniques is as important as 

Vocabulary Size when comprehending a reading. 

 

 Reading and Conversation I teachers should encourage students to learn which 

reading technique they have to use when reading a text because students are not 

able to identify the reading techniques that they have to apply unless they are 

explicited told . 
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7.1 Design of the study 

A. Description of Research Design and Procedures. 

Type of research: Correlational research   

A Correlational study attempts to discover a relationship between dependent and 

independent variable. This academic study is considered an example of this type of research 

since it is going to relate variables.  It´s main purpose is to find the connection between 

independent variables, vocabulary size and the use of reading techniques, with the 

dependent variable, reading comprehension. Moreover, this research will be carry out under 

the perspective of mixed method because of the combination of qualitative and quantitative 

method. The data that is going to be gathered will be interpreted in numbers and those 

results are going to help the researches to describe how the independent and dependent 

variable is associated one to another. This process will be carried out in order to find if 

reading comprehension is influenced by the vocabulary size and the use of reading 

techniques between students of Reading and conversation I of the Foreign Language 

Department of Arts and Sciences school of the University of El Salvador. 

 Research design: Non-experimental design 

Non- experimental research is a category of research design, in which the researcher 

observes the phenomena as it occurs naturally, and no external variables are introduced. It 

is a research design in which variables are not manipulated. Researchers will collect data 

without making changes or introducing treatments. The instruments will be administered 

without any review about the use of reading techniques or any previous preparation for the 

test that sample population is going to take. 
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Procedure 

In order to gather the data researchers will need to administer three tests to students 

of Reading and conversation I course. With the purpose to gather the data, researchers are 

going to ask teachers to allow 10 students to leave the class and take the tests. The 

instruments are going to be taken by the students in two sessions of one hour class each 

one, so students will have one hour class with the teacher in charged for the class and one 

hour for taking the tests. The first session students are going to take the Reading 

Comprehension test which is going to be the longest instrument. The second session 

students are going to take the vocabulary level test and the one that applies the use of 

reading techniques. In order to identify the students´ tests, they will write their student´s ID 

in each instruments provided by the researchers.  

 

B. Sources of Data  

In order to gather the data, researchers are going to do a tiring search with the goal 

of getting the most reliable and valid data. First, the Reading Comprehension test is going 

to be selected from “Certificate in advance English C1”, an official examination paper from 

University of Cambridge ESOL examinations. The second one, Vocabulary Level Test, is 

also going to be taken from Cambridge University, but in this time from an online source. 

Its website is http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf.      Finally, the use of 

reading technique test was a compilation of different resources, books and websites. It was 

selected from the book „Reading power‟ which was written by Beatrice S. Mikulecky and 

Linda Jeffries authors. Moreover, websites like http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com and 

http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2 are going 

http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com
http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2
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to be used in order to obtain some exercises about the use of reading techniques. The 

instruments are going to be selected from trustworthy sources with the aim of gathering 

reliable data. 

 

C. Sampling Procedures  

Universe 

The universe in our investigation includes all the students of the Foreign Language 

Department of the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of El Salvador who are 

taking the of Reading and Conversation I course during the semester II-2013. The total of 

students taking the subject is 238, distributed in 8 different groups at different schedules. 

Sample 

20% of the universe is going to be selected randomly as the sample in order to do a 

reliable and valid research.  If the universe is 238 the 20% of that universe is equal to 78 

students. Since there are 8 different groups it is necessary to select the same amount of 

students of each group. Therefore, 10 students of each reading and conversation I course of 

the Foreign Language department of University of El Salvador are going to be selected 

randomly from each attendance list.  
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D. Methods and Instruments of Data Gathering  

Instruments  

The instruments that this correlational study is going to use are three due to the fact 

that there are two independent variables and one dependent variable and it is necessary to 

measure all of them. First, a Vocabulary Level Test designed by Cambridge University 

Press is going to be used for measuring the students‟ vocabulary size. Secondly, a reading 

test for identifying the use of reading techniques will be administered to students, this test 

is designed by researchers with exercises taken from different sources. The last instrument 

that will be used is a Reading Comprehension test from the book “Certificate in Advanced 

English C1” from Cambridge University Press. 

Vocabulary Level Test:  It is an online test from Cambridge University. It can be 

found at http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf. This test will measure if 

students have the vocabulary required for being in an advanced vocabulary level. This 

instrument has 30 difficulties that they are going to solve in a hand out given by the 

researchers on which they have to choose three out of six words and match them with their 

respective definition. This exam is also based on the common European framework. For 

reaching the advanced vocabulary level, students need to obtain 22 right answers in the test. 

This exam is going to take around 10 minutes to be answered. 

The use of reading techniques: this exam is designed by the researches taking into 

account the different reading techniques like scanning, skimming, guessing meaning from 

context, making inferences, previewing and predicting. The scanning section, guessing 

meaning from context, the previewing and predicting items are obtained from the book 

http://cdextras.cambridge.org/Readers/RPT_last.swf
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“Reading Power” who´s author are Beatrice S. Mikulecky and Linda Jeffries moreover, 

skimming and making inferences are gotten from http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com and 

http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2  websites 

respectively. This exam consist of fifty two items in which students need to have a score of 

seven or higher in order to make an optimum use of reading techniques. Besides that, the 

exam will take about 20 minutes to students to answer it.  

 

Reading comprehension test: The English reading test was selected from 

“Certificate in advance English C1”. This exam is going to measure the level of reading 

comprehension that students have based on the common European framework. It is going to 

take students about an hour and fifteen minutes to take the exam. And the researches will 

use these results for a bivariate analysis that is going to tell them how vocabulary size and 

the use of reading techniques influence on reading comprehension.  

  

After describing the characteristics of each of the different tests that are going to be 

used in the research, it is necessary to mention that those instruments are very important for 

gathering the information that is going to be analyzed and interpreted in order to answer the 

research question.  

E. ANALYSIS OF DATA 

In order to analyze the collected data the researchers will take into account the 

following categories. By the score obtained on the different instruments, students will be 

divided in two categories: first of all, the students that get an advanced level of vocabulary 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise.com
http://www.education.com/study-help/article/making-inferences_answer/?page=2
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(22 to 30 points) and the ones that do not reach it (less than 22 points). Second, according 

to the score obtained in “the use of reading techniques test”, they are going to be classified 

into two groups: the ones that make an optimum use (grades higher than 7) of reading 

techniques and the students that make a poor use of reading techniques (grades lower than 

7). And finally, the students will be classified as students that achieve the C1 level in the 

exam of Cambridge University Press and the ones that do not have it, C1- level 

 

The next chart presents the classification of the data that will be gathered based on 

the results that students will have on the exams. 

 

 

INSTRUMENTS CLASSIFICATION GRADES 

Vocabulary test Advance level 22 to 30 points 

 Not advance level Less than 22 

Reading techniques  Optimus use of reading techniques Higher than 7 

 Poor use of reading techniques Lower than 7 

Reading comprehension C1 Higher than 7 

 C1- Lower than 7 

 

In order to answer the research question “How do vocabulary size and the use of 

reading techniques influence in reading comprehension of students who are taking Reading 

and Conversation I course at the Foreign Languages Department of Arts and Sciences 

school of the University of El Salvador during the second semester of 2013?” the 
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researchers are going to do a bivariate analysis with the data gathered through the 

instruments. 

First of all, the dependent variable “reading comprehension” is going to be 

correlated with the independent variable “vocabulary size”. In this way the researchers are 

going to identify if students have parallel grades on both exams concluding that the results 

on reading comprehension whether or not are influenced by vocabulary size.  

Secondly, the dependent variable “reading comprehension” is going to be correlated 

with the independent variable “use of reading techniques”, so that the researchers would 

identify if students´ grades on both exams are related one to another.  

Finally, the three variables are going to be compared in order to identify which 

independent variable (vocabulary size and use of reading techniques) influences the most 

the dependent variable (reading comprehension).  

After gathering the information a statistical procedure has to be done for the 

analysis of the data. The collected data is going to be processed by using the program 

Microsoft Excel. In order to represent the data bar graphs are going to be used. So the 

correlational research can be done throughout this tool.   
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7.2. Instruments 

                                        UNIVERSITY OF EL SALVADOR 

     SCIENCES AND ARTS SCHOOL  

     FOREIGN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

         VOCABULARY LEVELTEST 

OBJECTIVE: DETERMINE IF FOREIGN LANGUAGES  STUDENTS WHO ARE TAKING THE READING AND 

CONVERSATION I COURSE HAVE THE VOCABULARY REQUIRED FOR BEING IN ADVANCE LEVEL. 

Instructions: Choose from the words of the left the ones that fit on the definition of the right side. 

Write the letter in the space provided. 

QUESTIONS 1 TO 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 4 TO 6 
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QUESTIONS 7 TO 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 10 TO 12 
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QUESTIONS 13 TO 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 16 TO 18 

 

QUESTIONS 16 TO 18 
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QUESTIONS 19 TO 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 22 TO 24 

 

QUESTIONS 22 TO 24 
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QUESTIONS 25 TO 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 28 TO 30 

 

QUESTIONS 28 TO 30 
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UNIVERSITY OF EL SALVADOR 

SCIENCES AND ARTS SCHOOL   

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

READING TECHNIQUE TEST 

 

OBJECTIVE: TO DETERMINE WHETHER READING AND CONVERSATION I 

STUDENTS AT THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF EL SALVADOR MAKE USE OF READING TECHNIQUES TO COMPREHEND A 

TEXT. 

ID:________________________ 

SCANNING: 

Direction: Read each question. Then scan the advertisement to locate the correct answer. 3 

minutes 

1- How many different beverages are advertised? …………………...._______________ 

2- What is the price of a 9” pie? ……………………………………….______________ 

3- How many ounces (oz) of vegetables can you buy for .79? ………._______________ 

4- How many Eggo Waffles are in a package (pkg.)    ………………._______________ 

5-  What is the name of the company which sells frozen carrots? …..._______________ 

6- Which juice is 100% natural? ………………………………………_______________ 

7- How many pieces of pizza can you buy for $2.39? ……………….._______________ 

8- Which pizza is cheaper? ................................................................... _______________ 

9- What is the weight of the frozen bread dough? ……………………._______________ 

10- Is pink lemonade on sale?  …………………………………………._______________ 
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SKIMMING 

Directions: Look at this text and then answer the next five questions in five 

minutes. 

PHOBIAS 

What is a phobia? A phobia is an intense fear or feeling of anxiety that occurs only in a 

particular situation that frightens you. This might be something as seemingly logical as a fear 

of heights, or as illogical as a fear of the colour green. At other times you don’t feel anxious. 

For example,  if you have a phobia of spiders (as millions of people do), you only feel anxious 

when there’s a spider around, otherwise you feel fine. About one in ten people has a 

significant phobia, although few people seek treatment. People develop phobias to all sorts of 

things. Each phobia has its own name. Some (of a very long list) includes:  

 Musophobia – fear of mice 

 Peladophobia – fear of bald people 

 Amathophobia – fear of dust 

 Pnigophobia – fear of choking or 

smothering 

 Maieusiophobia – fear of childbirth  

 Homichlophobia – fear of fog 

 Arachibutyrophobia – fear of peanut 

butter sticking to the roof of the 

mouth 

Phobias make people avoid situations they know will make them anxious, but this 

can make the phobia worse. A person’s life can become increasingly dominated by 

the precautions they take to avoid a situation they fear. You may know there’s no 

real danger and you may feel embarrassed by your fear, but you’re still unable to 

control it. It’s better to confront your fears, even if it’s in a very careful way or with 

the help of a trained therapist. A phobia is more likely to go away if it began after a 

distressing or traumatic event. What’s the treatment? Cognitive behavioural therapy 

– a ‘talking treatment’ where you learn all about the thing or situation you are 

scared of and how to change your behaviour – has a high success rate in phobias. 

Your GP can refer you. 

 

1. The purpose of the text is to... 

A) Give information about phobias 

B) Give instructions for people with phobias 

C) Persuade people with phobias to seek help 

 

2. A phobia ... 

A) Happens to everyone when they are frightened 

B) Happens only in certain situations 

C) Only happens to people who are anxious 

 

3. The writer advises people with phobias to ... 

A) Consult a psychotherapist 

B) Avoid situations that make them anxious 

C) Confront the fear rather than avoid it 
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4. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy is ... 

A) A recommended treatment for phobias 

B) Not a recommended treatment for phobias 

C) Is a recommended treatment for some phobias 

 

5. What is the main message of this article? 

A) Some people have phobias and live in fear of certain things. 

B) If you have a phobia you should see a therapist. 

C) What a phobia is and how to treat it. 

 

GUESSING MEANING FROM CONTEXT 

 

Directions: in each of the following items, there is a word you may not know. Guess 

the word meaning from the context of the sentences. Then, choose the correct word. 

 

1. What does ravenous mean? 

___________________________________________________________ 

Could I have a piece of bread? I missed breakfast and I am simply ravenous. 

a. starving        b. upset      c.  angry      d. happy 

 

2. What does wink mean?  

_____________________________________________________________ 

George winked to me from across the room. It was a signal not to say anything 

about what we have seen. 

a.  blink          b. jump        c.   point      d.   pull up 

 

3. What does sallow mean?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

The poor girl had a sallow skin and very thin, bony arms and legs. 

 

a. pallid          b.  colorful      c.  dark       d. lucid 

4. What does dike mean? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

After so much rain, the river flowed over the dike and into the fields. 

People in this area began building dikes many centuries ago. It was the only way to 

keep the sea out of their villages. 

a. duct        b. fence        c.     mountains        d.  city 

 

5. What does gaudy mean? 

______________________________________________________________ 

She was wearing such gaudy clothes that was easy to find her in the crowd. 

a. light    b. vivid        c. gloomy      .d pallid 
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MAKING INFERENCES 

 

Directions: Read the selection, and then answer the questions that follow. 

 

ANCIENT ANIMALS 

Dinosaurs are everywhere. You see them in movies, books, museums, and TV 

documentaries. They show up as stuffed toys or on T-shirts. These prehistoric beasts 

may be extinct—no longer living—but they're definitely not forgotten! It's been a long 

time since dinosaurs roamed and ruled Earth. Scientists say the last ones died about 65 

million years ago. We know the dinosaurs are gone, but no one knows exactly why. 

After all, no one was here to witness what happened! Most scientists believe dinosaurs 

died out after a gigantic meteorite hit Earth's surface and drastically changed the 

planet's climate.  

 

Birds and mammals that were protected by feathers and fur were better able to adapt to 

the weather changes than cold-blooded dinosaurs. Other scientists say dinosaurs aren't 

extinct, they just look different! These experts believe the prehistoric beasts changed 

and developed into birds! Still other scientists say that Earth's warmer weather caused 

more male than female dinosaurs to develop. So, they say, dinosaurs died out because 

there were no more females to increase the population! How do scientists know what 

dinosaurs looked like? There were no cameras millions of years ago, so dinosaurs are 

the only ones who know . . . and they're not talking! Scientists get clues from dinosaur 

fossils, and infer the rest. Bones, footprints, and other remains are evidence of how big 

dinosaurs were and how they moved. To figure out how they looked with their skin on, 

scientists look at animals that live today.  

 

Because dinosaurs were lizard-like, scientists can infer that dinosaurs looked a lot like 

modern-day lizards. And since modern lizards are brown, gray, or green, then 

dinosaurs probably were, too! That's why dinosaur pictures and museum models have 

the same colors as today's lizard populations. Scientists are always discovering new 

things about dinosaurs. In recent years, fossils were found in Antarctica, proving that 

dinosaurs lived on every continent. Experts also figured out that Stegosaurus had only 

one spread-out row of plates down its back, not two individual rows. And fossils of the 

smallest and the largest dinosaurs have been found. What will scientists discover next? 
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 1. From the first paragraph, you can infer that… 

 a. you can see dinosaurs only in museums. 

 b. all dinosaurs were very tall. 

 c. the author doesn't like dinosaurs. 

 d. people of all ages are interested in dinosaurs. 

 

 2. Scientists found a rare blue lizard in Colombia, so you can infer that 

 a. the scientists were looking for missing people. 

 b. some dinosaurs might have been blue. 

 c. no dinosaurs had ever lived in Colombia. 

 d. the lizards built nests near the top of a volcano. 

 

 3. Since scientists are always discovering new things about dinosaurs, you can 

infer that 

 a. they still might not have found the smallest or biggest dinosaurs. 

 b. science is no longer interested in looking for fossils. 

 c. prehistoric people left written records with descriptions of dinosaurs. 

 d. when scientists make inferences, they are always right. 

 

 4. What can you infer from the fact that Stegosaurus has just one row of 

plates? 

 a. Stegosaurus wasn't as old as scientists thought. 

 b. Old pictures and museum models of Stegosaurus had to be changed. 

 c. Someone stole the other row of plates from a museum. 

 d. Stegosaurus means "roof lizard." 

 

 5. What can you infer about lizard eggs? 

 a. Cooler temperatures should produce more female lizards. 

 b. Hot weather should produce female lizards. 

 c. Cold temperatures will produce more male lizards. 

 d. Hot weather will produce more orange lizards. 

 

 6. What can you infer about scientists? 

 a. They never watch TV. 

 b. All scientists study about dinosaurs. 

 c. They don't always agree. 

 d. They never make mistakes. 
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PREVIEWING AND PREDICTING: 

 
 

An amazing article has this title:  

 

Which of the following ideas could you find in the article? Check YES OR NO. 

 YES NO 

1. Boston has many wonderful museums. _____ _____ 

2. The sports teams in Boston are exciting to watch.  _____ _____ 

3. There are many poor people in Boston. _____ _____ 

4. The Boston symphony Orchestra is one of the best.  _____ _____ 

5. People are not very friendly in Boston  _____ _____ 

6. There are many famous old buildings in Boston. _____ _____ 

7. Apartments are expensive and hard to find _____ _____ 

8. Jobs are hard to find in the Boston area _____ _____ 

9. People like to walk and jog in the city parks _____ _____ 

10. Winters in Boston are cold and snowy.  _____ _____ 

 

 

 
Another magazine article has this title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of the following ideas could you find in the article? Check YES or NO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 YES NO 

1. Dentist hurt your teeth. _____ _____ 

2. Dentist use may up-to-date machines. _____ _____ 

3. Some dentists play the radio for their patients. _____ _____ 

4. Some dentists will pull out all your teeth. _____ _____ 

5. You can get your teeth cleaned at the dentist´s 

office. 

_____ _____ 

6. The dentist may x-ray your teeth. _____ _____ 

7. A visit to the dentist is very expensive. _____ _____ 

8. The dentist tells you how to take care of your 

teeth. 

_____ _____ 

9. Some dentists become very rich. _____ _____ 

10. Modern dentists must study for many years.  _____ _____  

BOSTON: A GOOD PLACE TO LIVE 
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