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In 2004, a new president was elected and during his political campaign, a lot of promises were made. However, the ones that call the attention are those related to education, specially the English area. One of the compromises the president made had to do with Education in a long term. A plan was proposed and was called PLAN 2021. This plan has been implemented by the Ministry of Education in order to improve students' English communicative skills. Therefore, there are some questions that come to our minds as the following: are teachers well prepared to face the new challenges of PLAN 2021? What other things are needed to make this plan successful? Are changes in the curriculum of the major Profesorado en Inglés Para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media needed? What is the teacher's profile? What is the teachers' competence required? 


Due to Plan 2021, the Ministry of Education has been implementing evaluations to measure the proficiency of English teachers and teachers whose specialty is not English but teach “English”. The expectations of the PLAN 2021 are high. Teachers must be able to fulfill the requirements needed to achieve the goals. However, some teachers have gotten a poor level of English, according to data presented by the surveys of the Ministry of Education in "La Prensa Gráfica" published on March 30th ,2005  pages 4b - 9b. Universities, the Ministry of Education and other entities are making their observations on some aspects that influence in  the poor performance of most teachers. Besides that, most experts claim for  a revision of the current curriculum of the major  Profesorado en Inglés Para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media.

In 1998, Universities that offered the major Profesorado en Inglés Para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media implemented a new curriculum according to the instructions given by The Ministry of Education. The reasons to implement it were varied but the most important was the need to standardize it since there were a lot of differences in curricula implemented by the universities at that time. 

This essay is focused on the study of the current curriculum of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica  y Educación Media  against the competence of the English teachers required by the Ministry of Education in the process of developing PLAN 2021.  The goals of Plan 2021 will not be reached if the English teachers’ curriculum is not revised and modified since there are some aspects that must be taken into consideration such as: 1. A revision and modification of the curriculum. 2. It has an Advanced English level as a requirement to start the career and the lack of a standard criterion. 3. It is limited and inflexible. 4. The arrangement of the subjects is not appropriate.5. The evaluations taken by the teachers show they are deficient in some aspects. 


The current curriculum (this is the way the current curriculum of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media will be referred to along this essay) is a property of the Ministry of Education. This ministry is the academic entity that gives the parameters, norms, and the general specifications of how the work must be done and checks the documents in order to be sure that all the requirements established are accomplished in the final curriculum produced. According to the Ministry of Education and some professors working in the most important universities in El Salvador ( University of El Salvador -UES; Central American University  -  UCA;  Don Bosco University  -  UDB ),  the  current  curriculum  has  been  implemented since 1998 with the aim to standardize the major of Profesorado that universities had been offering to students.


In order to design this curriculum, the Ministry of Education hired a group of specialists / experts in the field to elaborate a study plan. According to the information given in the report so called Boletin Informativo issued by this Ministry, the result of this plan is a professional with a high linguistic competence, experience on class management, teaching material design and use and knowledge of different learning language methods, but most important it is to form a teacher that improves education in El Salvador. "An English teacher has to be able to communicate in an effective and adequate way in different contexts in order to teach a second language from the communicative approach perspective 1”.

_____________________________________________________________________ 1 Ministerio de Educación, boletín informativo Resultados ECAP 2004 (translation done by the team)
In spite of the implementation of the English curriculum in 1998, many years have passed by and the current curriculum has never been evaluated by the Ministry of Education ever since according to the information given by the experts at UCA, UES, UDB and even Ministry of Education. The major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media  lasts three years, which means that every three years there must be an evaluation to identify deficient areas in order  to make modifications. Education is changing and the reality of El Salvador has changed, too. Therefore, an evaluation of the current curriculum must be done to adjust it to the new situation. A curriculum made in 1998 cannot reach the goals of a national plan proposed in 2004 . These goals will not be reached if the English teachers’ curriculum is not revised and modified since there are some aspects that must be taken into consideration such as the following:
       The first negative aspect in the curriculum is that there hasn’t been a revision or modification of the curriculum. Nicolas Ayala, MTI, chair of the Foreign Language Department from the University of El Salvador (UES) said that the evaluation of the current curriculum is the Ministry of Education's responsibility. Up to now, that governmental entity is considering a revision of the current curriculum for the first time since it was implemented. This revision will be done in all the specialties of Profesorados not only the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media. He added that when a curriculum is implemented, it is supposed to be checked after the first generation of graduated people. In the case of this major, a revision must be done every three years.

    Nicolas Ayala, MTI (UES) said that universities have sent many observations on the curriculum and presented them in meetings. Also, their representatives have expressed their points of view repeatedly, but the Ministry of Education has not acted yet. The MINED was expected to consider a revision of the curriculum in 2006 and it was to take into consideration the formative observations done by the universities. However, it didn’t take place. It seems that the Ministry of Education is not giving a real importance to this matter. Professors of the universities interviewed ( University of El Salvador (UES), Don Bosco University (UDB) and Central American University (UCA) ) agreed that the current curriculum is not totally deficient, but it is not designed according to the real situation of students. In their opinion, this curriculum should be revised and adjusted.

The second deficient aspect in the current curriculum of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media is that it has an Advanced English level as a requirement to start the career and the lack of standard criterion. It  has not been designed according to the real situation of students who are taking the major in contrast with the competences required by MINED to develop PLAN 2021 nationwide. The students that want to study this major have to fulfill some requirements such as advanced English level to start the career and other aspects that influence their performance all along the career. Besides that, the curriculum of this major has been implemented since 1998 but Plan 2021 was proposed by the government in the year 2005. Plan 2021 gives English more importance to make English classes communicative, so they need English teachers with a good level of English. Unfortunately, there are some gaps in the curriculum such as the development of students’ oral proficiency since students do not start with the advanced level which is a prerequisite, and along the career subjects for the development of the four skills are not reinforced because the students’ advanced level of English is taken for granted.

Some of the deficient aspects stand on the lack of a standard criterion. Originally, the current curriculum was designed for people who speak English or have an advanced English level to enter the career. Rolando Labrador, M.A., (UCA) says that the Ministry of Education has not defined what is understood by an advanced English level. In this way, each university has to define its own criteria of what they consider an advanced English level. The OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) can serve as a parameter of what to expect for each level of proficiency: basic high, basic low, intermediate high, intermediate low, advanced high, advanced low and superior. However, Universities have accepted students with a basic or even no knowledge of English since they need an amount of students to serve the career. So, even though advanced English level is a prerequisite, the criterion has not been established. And if it were, not all the universities could continue offering this career since the number of the students with advanced English  level would not be enough  to open a course.

          According to Nicolas Ayala, MTI, (UES), the problem indeed is not the criteria; the real problem is that most students who want to study the major do not come from bilingual schools or countries where English is spoken as a first or second language. They come from public schools and their level of English learned is not an advanced one. In addition, these students have taken English with teachers that in most cases are teachers of English with little linguistic competence or at worst teachers whose specialty is not English. According to information presented by the Ministry of Education in  El Diario de Hoy published on Saturday, February 3rd , 2005, page 4, thirty-six percent (36%) of teachers in public schools  are teaching English but their specialty is not English and there is only sixty -four percent (64%) of teachers that are graduated in this area. The professors from the universities interviewed expressed that they are making extra efforts to make their students succeed in the ECAP and in their professional life. However, many aspects considered in the curriculum unable them to get this goal. For example, the level required to start this career is Advanced and the teaching practice starts when students are not really able to profit such activity since the subjects related to pedagogy start later on in the career. 

Generally, the new students of the major try to learn English in the university while coursing the major and not all the Salvadoran universities are strict in the selection system of students. Each university that offers a major of Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media  has some conditions. For instance, that service is not given if it is not a class made up of twenty students. For that reason, to continue offering the career, most universities have to admit students with a low level of English. Universities such as the University of El Salvador (UES) and Don Bosco University (UDB) offer their students free extracurricular classes to improve their English. However, the Central American University (UCA) provides courses to the students but they have to pay a certain amount of money to take the classes. This is one of the efforts universities are making in order to diminish the impact of this requirement imposed by the Ministry of Education and to continue offering this career. Nevertheless, from 19 students coursing the last year of the major from both UDB and UES, the ninety-five percent of them (eighteen of the students surveyed) answered that they had an intermediate level of proficiency according to their own criteria. 

Most students that are finishing their career hold that their level of proficiency is intermediate while they are supposed to start the career at an Advanced level. Some of the results are unexpected since the PLAN 2021 is already taking place. Nineteen students from UES and UDB stated that their level of mastery of English competence in the four skills go from poor, average, good and very good. Reading was the first skill checked. Sixty-three percent of the students (twelve) affirmed that their level is good. Twenty-one percent (four) stated that it was an average level. Eleven percent (two) said it was very good and five percent (one) stated that it was  poor. Listening was a tied up case. Forty-two percent of the students (eight ) agreed that their level was good and other forty-two percent ( eight ) said that it was average. Eleven percent (two) set out it was very good . Five percent (one)  stated it was poor . Writing  was the third skill asked about. Fifty-eight percent  (eleven) affirmed their writing skill was good while the thirty - seven percent  (seven) stated it was average. Five percent (one) said that it was very good. The last skill checked was speaking. Sixty-three percent of the students (twelve) agreed that their speaking skill was good. Twenty-one percent (four)  set out that it was average. For the eleven percent (two) it  was very good and five percent (one)  said it was poor. Even though there is a certain  number of students who said that their mastery of the four skills was good, eighteen students, that is, ninety-five percent, agreed that their level is intermediate. So, is it in the good level for the intermediate level criteria? There is the possibility that they consider themselves in a good rank according to the standard for intermediate.

An article from EL Diario de Hoy published on March 29th, 2005 page 14, said that the Ministry of Education had surveyed 3,854 English teachers to measure their abilities. The results showed that only ten percent of the English teachers surveyed (385) are qualified to work in the field. Through the survey, the Ministry of Education pointed that the main limits were in Speaking and Reading. One thousand forty (1,040) teachers said that their linguistic competence is very limited. 949 English teachers have a high level of Reading and only forty-four schools have English teachers in El Salvador according to the article mentioned before. This was a nationwide survey that the Ministry ran in order to set a background for the implementation of the Plan 2021. Later on, the Ministry of Education contracted the American School for evaluating teachers.

According to Nelson Martínez, MA,  (2005, Don Bosco University) the Ministry of Education intends to evaluate the linguistic competence of teachers who are teaching English. Also the process of learning formation the universities are applying in the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media is going to be evaluated.  There should be some aspects to take into consideration such as students’ English level, the students who studied in public schools come from a system that taught them English from Seventh Grade to High School .Besides that, the system of study make students attend English classes just three times a week and that is not enough to develop an average competence in English. One class everyday and changes in the methodology used by the teachers in schools are necessary to achieve this goal.

This curriculum is focused on the Pedagogical Area because students are supposed to have an advanced level of English, but students consider that subjects related to the English Area should be added. The students’ advanced English level is taken for granted, so subjects that develop students’ English skills are not focused along the career. According to Nicolas Ayala, MTI, (UES), the University of El Salvador and other Universities have sent this and other observations and evaluations on the curriculum to the Ministry of Education, but no decision has been taken by this entity to modify or change the curriculum.

The third negative aspect in the current curriculum that influences the students’ competence at the end of the career is that the curriculum is limited and inflexible. It has been designed for people who do not work. Students study in the morning shift, and in the afternoon, they do their teaching practice.  Nicolas Ayala, MTI, (UES) states that some of the students have economic problems. Most of the students take this major because they need to work fast but the structure of the curriculum forces some students to stop studying because they need to earn money, so they have to decide between the major and the work. Due to their economic situation, most of them choose to work.

The fourth aspect is that the arrangement of the subjects is not appropriate. The major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media has five teaching practice subjects. The organization of these subjects at the beginning of the major makes students feel they are wasting their time since they are not really aware of their importance yet. Besides that, they observe teachers that are teaching English but it is not their specialty. As a result, eighty-four point four percent (84.4%) of the students surveyed agreed that Teaching Practice (I or II) is unnecessary. This is a surprising fact since they are studying to be teachers and the Teaching Practice is a useful tool to gather experience and knowledge, but according to these data it is not. 

The arrangement of the subjects of the curriculum makes students focus more on  other parts of the curriculum than in the English learning process. Expresión Oral en Inglés   is the only subject in the curriculum that focuses on English to develop students’ four skills (listening, reading, writing and speaking). The curriculum is divided into three areas: Teaching Practice, Specialized Formation (Grammar and reading techniques) and General Formation. It does not have a Skill Developmental Area where students can learn to communicate and improve their English competence. Besides that, most of the subjects along the career are in Spanish such as the ones in the General Formation Area and Teaching Practice I, II and III. In consequence, the students interviewed said they felt the necessity to incorporate in the curriculum other subjects that develop their proficiency in English. This fact can be seen in the results of the survey passed to students in the last year of the career. The seventy-three point seven percent (73.7%) of them concluded that Phonetics should be added to the current curriculum. Thirty-one point six percent (31.6%) answered that Linguistics should be added. And thirty-one point six percent (31.6%) said that the curriculum should include English Pronunciation. Fifteen percent (15 %) of the students considered that Phonology needs to be included in the major curriculum. According to the students’ responses, the curriculum needs to include subjects related to the Skill Development Area and focuses more not only on the students’ knowledge of English but also on their performance.

Teaching Practice Area has five subjects which are divided into class observation, teacher’s assistance, and curriculum design and application. Students start their teaching practice by observing teachers at schools and in Teaching Practice IV and V students teach classes. Students are asked to attend English classes in Public Schools and sometimes the teachers observed and assisted do not have a specialty in English. According to some students that took Teaching practice and had to teach some classes, they were asked not to speak English when explaining the activities or grammar points. Now the question arises as to how the theoretical elements learned during the career will be put into practice and how they will implement the communicative methodology proposed by Plan 2021. 

The fifth aspect is that the evaluations taken by the teachers show they are deficient in some aspects. There is a type of evaluation all teachers have to take in order to get the escalafón, that is, a teaching certificate given to the students when they finish the career after taking this evaluation called ECAP. "The ECAP ( ECAP stands for Evaluación de las Competencias Académicas y Pedagógicas )  is not an evaluation of the curriculum. It is an evaluation that provides indicators of mastery in the fields of particular competences for each specialty   (Preschool Education, Basic Education, Special Education, Natural Sciences, Language and Literature, Social Sciences, English and Mathematics), combined with the generic competences from FORMACIÓN DOCENTE that all professionals in the teaching area have to manage (Fundamentals of Education, Psychopedagogy, Fundamentals of Didactics and Curriculum Development).2 "  


The ECAP has been taking place since 2001 and the results obtained in the ECAP are the following: “In 2001, the Fifty-seven point one percent (57.1%) of the teachers that took the ECAP passed it. In 2002, only the forty point four percent (40.4%) of them passed the exam. In 2003, fifty point eight percent (50.8%) of teachers were approved and in 2004, the total of approved teachers was fifty-one point nine (51.9%). 3 "  A significant variation is not seen in these results even though the last result helped to put a balance with a better 

______________________________________________________________________

2  Ministerio de Educación, Orientaciones para los Estudiantes de Formación Docente, ECAP 2004

3 Ministerio de Educación, Boletín Informativo Resultados ECAP 2004

result than those of  the last two years. For that reason, this is an alarming news that leads to ask these questions:  Are the students really prepared to face the challenges of the Plan 2021? What are the aspects that influence these results?    

Students’ competence at the end of the career is not the expected one. The results obtained in the ECAP presented before on page 10 show deficient competence on the university students' part that limits the cognitive development in areas such as the contrast between the two languages (English and Spanish). Nevertheless, not all the results of the current curriculum are negative if the competence is defined as to know how to communicate. The students know the contents of the course and they are competent to do the work they will develop as teachers. However, teachers interviewed expressed that by taking the TOEFL as a reference point, students of the major, at the end of the career, have an intermediate average of English proficiency, but this is a contradictory point, since the required level of English is advanced. In conclusion, at the end of the career, they have all the knowledge to be teachers, they know grammar, didactics, psychology and English reading techniques, but their oral performance in the language is poor.

According to the information presented by the Ministry of Education in " El Diario de Hoy" published on Saturday, December 3rd , 2005, page 4  4, English teachers from public schools are at the basic level. In 2005, the Ministry of Education made 2,341 English teachers from public schools take the TOEFL at the Escuela Americana. There were four levels    for   " the   suggested   training  placement  for  score  ranges:  basic -  score  ranges

_______________________________________________________________________

4 “El Diario de Hoy”, Saturday, December 3rd, 2005, page 4, (translation done by the team)

from 310 to 425, low intermediate- score ranges from  426 to 500, high intermediate- score ranges from 501 to 550, and advanced - score ranges from  551 to 677   5".  The information found in this article shows that the average score was 412 points, which means that teachers from public schools are in the basic level and only 135 teachers got more than 500 points. 

In the Test of Professional Knowledge (TPK) that evaluates the capacity for using methodology in the classroom, teachers from public schools got an average of 17 from the 40 points. 17 points implies that they are in the middle low capacity.  And in the SEAT (Spoken English Assessment Test), that determines the oral proficiency in English, the average was 2.2 points of 5 possible points, basic level, "elementary proficiency- A score of 2 is characterized by a minimum ability to communicate verbally in English”. 6  

 
The COMPITE strategy (COMPITE refers to the English area of PLAN 2021) assessed 2,341 teachers that work from primary to high school in the public educational system, in order to evaluate their English competences and skills. The Ministry of Education hired Escuela Americana de El Salvador to evaluate teachers through standardized tests such as TOEFL, TPK and SEAT. Thirty-six percent (36%) of the evaluated teachers (842 people) do not have a degree in the English field. However, most of the scores in the categories are in basic or intermediate. 

_______________________________________________________________________

5 Escuela Americana- Compite MINED/ ITCA, Individual Teacher Profile, October, 2005

6 Escuela Americana- Compite MINED/ ITCA, Individual Teacher Profile, October, 2005

The following data are the reports given by the Ministry of Education after a year of implementation of the Plan 2021 (COMPITE is for the English area):

Cuadro 6: Puntajes obtenidos por los docentes de inglés en los diferentes exámenes de competencia.

1. ITP-TOEFL


Puntos posibles: 677 puntos

Promedio nacional: 412 puntos

Categoría: Básico

2. TPK

Puntos posibles: 40 puntos

Promedio nacional: 17 puntos

Categoría: Media baja

3. SEAT

Puntos posibles: 5 puntos

Promedio nacional: 2.22 puntos

Categoría: Básico

TP-TOEFL: Prueba estandarizada para acreditar el dominio del idioma a nivel nacional e internacional.

TPK (Test of Professional Knowledge). Mide el nivel de conocimiento de los docentes en las siguientes áreas: evaluación, teoría del aprendizaje, administración del aula, pedagogía y aspectos sobre inglés como segundo idioma.

SEAT (Spoken English Assessment Test): Examen para medir el dominio oral del idioma inglés. Evalúa claridad de expresión, pronunciación y fluidez.” 7 
The information gathered shows a real incongruity between the results gathered by the evaluations and the expectations of Plan 2021. The results of the evaluations show that teachers in public schools have deficiencies (We refer just to public schools since these are the data found, finding about private school teacher competences has not been obtained by the MINED). The first incongruity is that 842 teachers out of 2,341, which represents the 36%, are not English teachers; they are teaching this subject but it is not their specialty. The second one is that in the evaluations taken by those teachers, TOEFL, TPK and SEAT, they

________________________________________________________________________

7  Ministerio de Educación,  Primer Aniversario-Plan Nacional de Educación 2021-(Marzo 2005- Marzo 2006) p. 33

http://www.mined.gob.sv/pdf/aniversario2021.pdf 

obtained a very low level. If students that start the major have advanced level, how can they get a basic level at the end? Can they develop their students’ four skills if they are in Basic level?

  The reality of El Salvador has changed and the objectives of education, too. Universities are trying to make their best effort to make competent students fulfill the requirements needed for their graduation. Also, they attempt to enable students to succeed in the area related to teaching. Even though the extra opportunities they create to make their students improve, the deficiencies in the curriculum could make those students fail when they face their professional lives.

  Plan 2021 main purpose is to develop students’ four skills, but the tendency in public schools is oriented to teaching English by using some techniques of the grammar translation method. The Ministry of Education also has to set a methodology and other aspects to guide teachers in the development of the curriculum design and application. Since this undergraduate project started, the methodology to be implemented in the classrooms has not been established by the Ministry of Education. The only information gotten is that the purpose of this plan is to develop the four skills (reading, speaking, listening and writing). It says that the curriculum will be updated in order to include new methodologies and techniques, but it does not say which approach or method they are going to focus on in order to reach their objectives. 
Changes in Education will not be possible if there is not a change in the study programs oriented not only to reading and writing but also to communication. Subjects must be added to the major: one that leads the phonetic (and pronunciation domain) and subjects to develop the four macro skills, specially listening and speaking. More subjects to reinforce or develop students’ four English skills along the major should be implemented in a new curriculum.

According to Rolando Labrador, MA (2005), “We must be worried for a new program but it is more important to renew the attitudes and aptitudes of the University professors to plan more creative classes where the students have the main role. Programs are never perfect, we cannot say that a program is good or bad. A bad program could be done wonderful by a good teacher and vice versa. A good program in hands of a bad teacher does not work.”  Unfortunately, we cannot agree completely with this affirmation. Even though it is true that the extra efforts made by the professors of the major can help students reach a better level of English, it is impossible to keep the same rhythm of work when not all the students are really competent in the language in a classroom. It is needed to provide the tools to those professors whose creativity has been limited by the structure of the current curriculum. They have done well, but they can do better if the modifications take place. The focus of this essay is to demonstrate that the deficiencies of the current curriculum really affect the way students perform. And later on, their poor level of English will make PLAN 2021 no to reach its goals. Teachers need to get a good level of English to work on this plan and they are not getting it with this curriculum. What to do? Evaluate it and modify it.

Based upon the data above, it is necessary for MINED to implement the following measures: 1.There must be curriculum modifications. This curriculum must have been evaluated after three years of its implementation. There are some good aspects that can be improved. However, there are some that should be modified.

2. The new curriculum of the major should consider subjects where students of the major of Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media could learn English to develop the four macro skills. In the University of El Salvador, this major takes four years since the first year of the career is used to try to make students get to the level required by MINED8, but other universities do not do that. It is necessary to include these subjects related to macro skills, mainly speaking, in the curriculum in order to standardize the Profesorados and give all students the same opportunities to learn the new language. In addition, subjects such as pronunciation, linguistics and others that improve students’ English oral proficiency should be added.  

3. The number of subjects related to teaching practice should be reduced and reoriented in order to make it a meaningful learning. This recommendation is based on the data gathered in the students' answers in the survey and the interviews to some professors.

4. The first teaching practice in the career should be oriented to class observation, the second should be based on the teacher assistance and the third should be curriculum development.  

_________________________________________________________________________

8 Ministerio de Educación, Plan Nacional 2021, p. 8

http://www.mined.gob.sv/gestion_mined/Plan_Nacional_2021/pdf/compite.pdf

According to the survey taken by 19 students coursing the last year of the major, the forty-one percent (41%) of the students stated that Teaching Practice (I or II) should be taken out of the curriculum. Eleven percent (11%) agreed   that it should be “Gramática comparada"   and another eleven percent (11%) said that “Educación y sociedad” is not necessary.  Five percent (5%) concluded that "Desarrollo Profesional" should be taken out. Thirty-two percent (32%) established that the current subjects do not need to be removed from the major. In the curriculum, there are a lot of teaching practices and they begin early in the career. We are proposing that these teaching practices should be taught in the last semester and they should be reduced from five to three. They should be divided in three steps: First Teaching Practice on class observation, Second Teaching Practice on teacher assistance and, the Third Teaching Practice on teaching practice or curriculum development. 

We would like to suggest that the government take appropriate action in order to improve the education in El Salvador. This Plan 2021 is a good step, but not only the schools programs but also the curricula of the majors should change. The idea of this plan is to be competitive in order to call external investment. The Ministry of Education focuses on a country where English is spoken. Nowadays, El Salvador has a CAFTA (Central America Free Trade Agreement) with the United States and other changes in its economy that are influencing education. Revising and modifying the curriculum of the major of Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media could be a way to show real concern about education and not just a political campaign. 
The major curriculum needs to be restructured.  A more important emphasis to the skill developmental area should be given during the first two semesters and then all along the career. The focus should be oriented to making students of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media  speak , write, read, listen and understand English. Later on, the subjects that are related to the Pedagogical and Teaching area should be emphasized. In this way, confidence in the students’ abilities will be strengthed and this will help students manage the language and feel secure at the moment of teaching it.

By the year 2021, El Salvador is expected to be a bilingual country. This is a reachable goal, but the Ministry of Education has  to give the instruments to apply what is written on the  paper about the real situations taking place in each school. The first step is to change the curriculum of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media  in order to make English teachers really competent for the duty that they are going to develop in the Salvadoran  society. Then, these   professionals   will   put   into   practice   inside the schools what they have learned in the universities and, step by step, the goals of Plan 2021 will come true.

All along this essay some suggestions have been proposed and we want to summarize them in order to make clear our concern about the current curriculum and the expectations of Plan 2021. It is necessary for the Ministry of Education to take into consideration all the recommendations suggested by the universities. First, the level to enter the career should be basic or intermediate but not advanced, but there must be subjects to reinforce or develop students’ four English skills along the major. Besides that, teaching practice subjects should start in the third semester, that is, the second year of the career since this will help students observe classes with a critical view and they will be able to identify deficiencies. Teaching practices should be reduced from five to three: first, class observation; then, teacher assistance, and the last one, curriculum development. Moreover, during the first year of the career, the subjects should be taught to make students develop the four macro skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing, and language knowledge related areas such as pronunciation and linguistics. Education is changing and what seemed to be good in the past is not in the new reality. This curriculum was good to reach the goals proposed in 1998. However, goals have changed. It is not too difficult to think that the current curriculum of the major Profesorado en Idioma Inglés para Tercer Ciclo de Educación Básica y Educación Media will not reach PLAN 2021 goals. Now, the success or failure of this challenging plan is in the hands of the Ministry of Education.

