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INTRODUCTION


In recent years the learning of a foreign or second language has become common and important for developed societies and societies in development due to the globalization; that is the reason why people want to learn a language. Language academies have emerged in order to cover these needs, for this they have to count on many resources in order to offer their professional services. First of all, the most important source they must have is an institutional curriculum in which objectives, tasks, students’ needs, teacher’s role, evaluation and the methodology are described. Teaching is a process which implies many factors that can not be avoided, and one of the most important factors in teaching is the methodology used by the teacher which can be characterized as the activities, tasks and learning experiences selected by the teacher and how these are used within the teaching/learning process” (Larsen-Freeman, D.1986), but the methodology is not determined until the goals, objectives and content of a language program have been established.  


Our research is about the methodology used by the Foreign Language Department at the University of El Salvador .As we mentioned before the methodology is an important tool for teaching and we focused this work on the methodology teachers of this department are supposed to use for teaching English in the linguistic skills development area; this research intends to know if teachers of the English Department use the methodology stated in the curriculum. We consider it is important because through this research we will discover what methodology teachers follow for teaching English as well as if they are aware of it.

In this research there will be other components like: the objectives of this work, the theoretical framework, and the methodology used in the research, analysis of data, conclusions and recommendations, bibliography and the annexes. 

OBJECTIVES

GENERAL OBJECTIVE:

· To know the methodology used in curriculum of the linguistic skill development area of   the Foreign Languages Department.  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

· To know the methodology used by teachers in the Foreign Language Department curriculum for English teaching in the linguistic skill development area.

· To know if the methodology used by teachers in the linguistic skill development area of the Foreign Languages Department corresponds to the one stated in the curriculum. 
I  THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Throughout the years the need of knowing a second or foreign language has become important for people, so the necessity to be updated about methodologies has increased, especially for those who are teachers of English.  As we know, language teaching has been around for many centuries, and over the centuries, reasons for learning language have been different, in different periods. In some areas, languages were mainly taught for the purpose of reading; in others, they were taught mainly to people who needed to use them orally; these differences influenced how language was taught in various periods so here the reasons theories about the nature of language and the nature of learning have changed (Larsen & Freeman, 1983).
The necessity increased and methodologies emerged in order to contribute to the learning process or standardization of the ones which already existed, we have to mention that methodology is a tool that helps teachers to reach the class objectives, and it is inside the curriculum (the specifications for a course or subject (module) that describe all the learning experiences a student undergoes, generally including objectives, content, intended learning outcomes, teaching methodology, recommended or prescribed assessment tasks, assessment exemplars, etc.www.trainandemploy.qld.gov.au/tools/glossary/glossary_c.htm)
It is important for an educational institution to have a method in order to reach their goals, but first, we will understand by method “an overall plan for the orderly presentation of language material, no part of which contradicts, and all of which is based upon the selected approach” (J.Richards & T. Rodgers, 1982:154) ; besides, we have to differentiate about method, approach and methodology, According to Edward Anthony (1963) an approach is “a set of correlative assumptions dealing with the nature of language, teaching and learning.” 
Besides, approach “defines assumptions, beliefs, and theories about the nature of language and language learning” (Brown, H. Douglas, 1994). 

 Technique: Wide variety of exercises, activities, or devices used in the language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, H. Douglas, 1994). Methodology is “the study of pedagogical practices in general” (Brown, H. Douglas 1994). In every educational institution it is important to use a methodology in order to achieve the objectives and goals stated before in the curriculum. In our case, the methodology used for teaching English in the Foreign Language Department at UES is based on the Communicative Approach (CLT).
Origins of the Communicative Approach.


The Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is an approach that makes use of real life situations that enhance communication (www.ericdigests.org/1993/sample.htm). CLT as it is known began between the 60’s and 70’s; one of its main aims is to give priority to language competence rather than to linguistic competence (Margie S. Berns, l984).
 It was a replacement to the earlier structural method, called Situational Language teaching and it was the most important British approach to teaching English as a foreign language; practicing basic structures in meaningful situational based activities was a way to teach. The communicative approach or CLT was rapidly expanded in all Europe as a new alternative for teaching English as a foreign language, and it came to replace the teaching way that some teachers used to do: the Audio Lingual method which relied only on repetitions, memorizations and drill models (Richards, Jack C. and Rodgers, Theodore S. 1996). The new approach was opposed to traditional approaches, which viewed language as "a system of rule-governed structures hierarchically arranged”, while CLT defined language as a "system for the expression of meaning"(Nunan and Lamb; 1996:14), and its function was focused on interaction and communication. 
There is something important about the Communicative Approach: the objectives. The most important part of any approach, where the main aim is focused on communication, students learn to communicate fluently in the target language, communicate and express their ideas, and students become “communicative competent” (Hymes 1972), which involves being able to use the language appropriately to a given social context.

Main characteristics of CLT.

The main characteristics of CLT are:
· It is student-centered, where learners are the main responsible for their learning.

      Teachers set up the activities and the students have to do the tasks, the teacher just gives them instructions about what they have to do and learners are encouraged to be “more    responsible managers of their own learning”(Larsen and Freeman, 1986:131).

· Teachers in communicative classrooms will find themselves “talking less and listening more”; the most of speaking is done by students in which the classroom will turn noisy and teachers become listeners. All the activities are planned in order to have students speak and communicate in the target language, and everything is done with “communicative intent” the activities are focused on students, what they want to communicate or express depends on the social context and not in how they do it. (Larsen and Freeman ,1986)
· This approach is more “pupil-oriented”, everything is based on pupil’s needs and interests; they are free to communicate his/her needs and thoughts, without worrying about having perfect grammar.

· “Errors are a natural part of language learning”, this approach gives a higher priority to the language competence than to linguistic competence; learners can make mistakes, trying to use the language and errors must be seen as a part of language, teachers must be tolerant with them and do not correct them interrupting the learner every time she/he makes a mistake, they should be corrected discreetly, at the end of the activity or let students correct them by themselves (Hymes 1972).

· The use of authentic material. It is important to mention that students must be exposed to examples of authentic language from the target language community and it is necessary that they can be  in contact with the target language through the use of magazines, newspapers, videos, etc, that come from the country where the target language is spoken.  
Through out this, students can learn additional vocabulary in order to improve reading and speaking skill, and know more about the country culture.

· The principal skill worked is speaking, through the activities focused on making students speak; this skill is improved through dialogues, role plays, discussions, presentations, etc so that students become expert speakers of the target language. They learn to ask and give information, apologize, express likes and dislikes, and the goal of learner is to become “communicative competent” (Hymes 1972).
·  The skill used the most is speaking which is improved through interactive activities like role plays, dialogues, oral presentations etc; in order to learn the language easily that encourages the negotiation of meaning. The language used the most is the target language; the class is completely in the language students intend to learn, not in their mother tongue.
· The way desks are arranged in the classroom is in circle or semi circle not in the traditional way (rows); it is used in order to create a different environment in the classroom and it creates confidence between students and teacher.

· The role of the teacher in the classroom.
The teacher takes different roles in the classroom although the students are the ones who do most of the work. There are many roles teachers play in the classroom, for 

example the teacher plays the role of conductor, whose main function is to provide students with the maximum amount of practice, he or she tells students what they are to do and give clear instructions about the task, get the activity going and organizing feedback when it is over; it seems to be the role most difficult teachers can take.

Facilitator, facilitate the communicative process between all the participants in the classroom and between various activities (J.Richard &T.S.p75). Teachers set up the activities and provide the needed tools to the students to carry out or perform the activities.
Monitor, In this role teachers tend to help students while they are working, as the word says, the teacher monitors what the students are doing and how the task is going.
Observer, teachers stand back of the students and see how students work and their development.

Guide, the students follow the teacher instructions and the teachers just give short and clear instructions about the work students have to do and how they have to do it.
Friend, the teacher gives students confidence and create a harmonious environment in the classroom in order to give to the students the opportunity to feel secure and confident to talk and express their ideas and thoughts, and mainly to communicate in the target language.
Model, the teacher is like the word says “a model”, students try to imitate the teacher’s language performance. Students receive input that comes from the teacher and it is supposed this input must be the right one.
Manager, this role is similar to a controller and conductor role, it is because the teacher is who leads the activities, and students follow teacher’s instructions.

Controller, this role is expected in traditional educational institutions, the teachers are always in charge of every moment in the classroom, they determine what the students do, when they should speak and what language forms they should use. (Brown, D.1994).

· The role of the students in the classroom.
The students are “responsible managers of their own learning” (Larsen and Freeman, 1986:131) .At beginning of the learning process students depend on the teacher, they get the enough input from the teacher, but through the process they become confident and independent from the teacher .When students do not depend on the teacher anymore, they become active participants inside the classroom, the learners are the main actors in the classroom, they do all the work, and the teacher just checks students’ development; besides, they can set up the activities in 
which students have to do the tasks, and they just give them instructions about what students have to do. In this approach, teachers will find themselves “talking less and listening more” (Larsen & Freeman, 1983); the students do most of speaking in the classroom while a communicative activity is performed the classroom becomes active, so that, students feel confident and free to speak in the target language when they are working with their classmates; they feel free to create, to discuss and communicate in the target language.

· The role of the materials in CLT.
“Textbooks reduce the teacher’s role to one of managing or overseeing preplanned events”. (Richard, Jack C.; Renandya, Willy A. 2002.)

Textbooks are for poor teachers, those without imagination, for the ones who do not worry about their students; we do not mean that the use of textbooks is erroneous; we want to mean that the overuse of them is not recommended because teachers do not plan extra activities or do not take to the class more information about the class’s contents. We agree that they are important because they give a guideline to follow and help teachers to have an idea about the what to teach and organize their ideas; although it should not be used too much or be dependent upon them, that is why in CLT the use of authentic materials is important and  different, the teacher uses authentic materials because through its use, it helps students to increase their knowledge about the target language as well as calling students attention because this material is generally about the student culture. Another aspect is that material helps student to learn more vocabulary in order to improve speaking and reading abilities, the materials taken by the teacher to the classroom must enhance the use of the speaking ability, as well as the activities carried out in the classroom have to contribute to the use of such ability. We understand by authentic material those extra materials taken from daily life such as newspapers, magazines, pictures, videos, charts, and others which do not come from the textbooks.
The Communicative Approach is characterized mainly because it gives emphasis to students’ learning.  David Nunan (1991 a: 279) summarizes the Communicative Approach as follows:
· An emphasis on learning to communicate through interaction in the target language.

· The introduction of authentic texts into the learning situation.

· The provision of opportunities for learners to focus, not only on language but also on the learning process itself.

· An enhancement of the learner’s own personal experiences as important contributing elements to classroom learning.

· An attempt to link classroom language learning with language action outside the classroom.
       Finocchario and Brumfit (1983) give a summary about the Communicative       
        Approach:
· Teaching is learner-centered and responsive to learners’ needs and interests.

· The target language is acquired through interactive communicative use that encourages the negotiation of meaning.

· Genuinely meaningful language use is emphasized, along with unpredictability, risk-taking and choice-making.

· There is exposure to examples of authentic language from the target language community.

· The formal properties of language are never treated in isolation from use, language forms are always addressed within a communicative context.

· Learners are encouraged to discover the forms and structures of languages for themselves.

· There is a whole-language approach in which the tour traditional skills are integrated.

II. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research was carried out during the second term, specifically from August to November of 2004, in the Foreign Languages Department of the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of El Salvador. 

In order to elaborate such research work, the group developed a set of instruments       

a) Teacher’s Observation, in which the researchers observed how teachers from the Foreign Language Department teach their intermediate and advanced English classes in order to verify the methodology used by them. b) Teacher’s Questionnaires, in which the research group questioned teachers on situations related to the methodology they use while teaching classes, with the purpose of making an analysis about it; c) Students’ Questionnaires, in which students were asked to give some information about their thoughts about the method used by their teachers of English during the intensive English classes. 

Through the students’ information, the research group made a comparison with the information obtained from teachers’ observation and questionnaires in order to triangulate the different points of view from the people investigated regarding the research work.

With all the information obtained form the different sources, the research group started the analysis of data in order to know if the objectives stated at the beginning of the research were reached or not. 

The analysis of the data was both qualitative and quantitative because of the types of instruments used to gather the information. With the analysis we will be able to determine if teachers from the Foreign Languages Department use in their classes the methodology stated in the curriculum in the intermediate and advanced levels.

In order to gather this information the research group took into account nine out of the eleven groups: four from the Intermediate level and five from the Advanced level

III DATA ANALYSIS

1. The role of the teacher.

The observation done in the classroom shows that the role or roles played the most by teachers in the Intermediate and Advanced levels were those of guide and performers, followed by monitors and managers in a low percentage. Besides, the question in the teacher’s questionnaire: “what are the three most common roles you play in your class? shows that the roles teachers played the most in the classroom were facilitator, guide and friend; it is noticed that the role of guide in the teacher’s questionnaire and observation guide was the most outstanding role.

These roles observed by the researchers and mentioned for the teachers are prescribed in the Communicative Approach as the roles teachers have to play inside the classroom, so it is noticed that teachers are applying that characteristic.

The students affirmed that the teachers in the majority of the classes play the role of monitors; they said that teachers checked their work and these were observers for the task or tasks performed in that moment.
We can notice that the role of the teacher differs from the student, teacher and observers’ opinion; but the point is that the teachers accomplish the most important roles stated in CLT characteristics.
See graphics 1 and 2, next page
Graphic 1                                   Teachers’ opinion: 
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Graphic 2                                          Observation guide: 
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2. Materials taken to the class.

The use of authentic material in the classroom is important in order support the teacher’s job.  According to the teachers’ opinions the authentic material they take to the class the most in order to support the class are charts, videos (they did not specify what kind of videos), magazines and articles downloaded from internet, as well as material they use in the class development like a tape recorder. It is noticed that these authentic materials are frequently taken to the class. According to the students, the authentic material  teachers took the most to the class were internet - printed sources and newspapers, followed by videos, charts and flash cards although these last were taken to the class in a low percentage, besides, the teachers used to take to the class the tape recorder and the markers.

It is noticed that teachers take authentic material to the class, graphic 2 (teacher’s opinion), as it is prescribed in CLT characteristics which states that the use of authentic material must be frequently taken to the class, in addition to this students mentioned that their teachers take authentic material to the clas3 too, as we mentioned before. 

In conclusion we can say that teachers are applying the Communicative Approach characteristics on the use of authentic material in the classroom.

See graphics 2, 3 and 4.
Graphics 2 and 3.                Teachers’ opinion:
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Graphic 4                            Students’ opinion                             
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3. The language used the most in class.

 
 The majority of teachers’ interviewed affirmed that English is the language they use the most in class to give instructions, to guide the class and it is used for every activity carried out in the class. Although there were some teachers that expressed they use Spanish to give some directions in the class. In the students’ answer it was noticed that English is the language used the most in class by them and the teachers, although there is a short percentage of teachers that use both – English and Spanish to teach. Well, according to the observation of every class, it was found that teachers use English as the main language to give instructions and for every activity done in the class. Although it was noticed that Spanish was used sometimes to give one or two directions or instructions in the class. Based on the different opinions   it is noticed that teachers apply one of the characteristics of CLT which is to use the target language in the classroom for everything.
See graphics 5, 6 and 7.
       Graphic 5                        Teachers’ opinion:
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  Graphic 6                            Students’ opinion:
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     Graphic 7                      Observation guide:
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4. Activities used the most in class.

Based on what the teachers answered, speaking activities are the ones they used the most in class; they use pair work, which was the most used in the class, besides they do activities using role plays and discussion of any topic in the classroom.

Although, there are other activities developed in the classroom such as grammar explanation, group work, games and some repetition drills, all the activities used the most enhance the speaking ability and help students to develop such skill.

On the other hand, the results found in the students’ questionnaire said that “working on the book” which means solving the exercises from students textbook and “solving grammar exercises”   are the most common activities they do in the classroom .Although, it can be mentioned there are other activities which were worked in the class too, like: writing paragraphs, performing dialogues and group work discussion, well according to this, it is noticed that for students the written activities are the most worked in the class although there is a percentage of speaking activities that are worked on.

     Based on the class observation , the activities done the most were the speaking          activities, in which discussion between students and teachers was the most observed,  the teacher asked students to give their opinion about something or someone in order  to get students speak. Besides role plays were used in the class as well as the reading   ability.                              (See graphics 8, 9 and 10)

           Graphic 8                           Teachers’ opinion:
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             Graphic    9                                      Students’ opinion 
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                            Graphic 10                         Observation guide
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5. How is the class defined?


The teacher’s questionnaire reflected that the class is student-centered and all the activities were performed by the students, but some teachers mentioned that the class was both- teacher and student centered at the same time, but graphic 12 (observation’ guide) shows that the teacher is the center of the class and a low percentage reflected that the class is frequently student centered.

There is a quite difference between the teacher’s opinion and the observation guide, but analyzing the two graphics, 11 and 12, we can say that the class is both teacher and student centered, because the activity will define if the class turns either student or teacher centered.

Besides, it is necessary  to observe the class for a longer period of time in order to say which type of class prevails the most, so that is why we conclude that the class is teacher and student- centred according to what we observed in the classroom. 


The students affirmed that they do most of the work in the classroom; they performed and carried out the activities asked by the teachers; it is noticed that students are the centre of the class.
See graphics 11 and 12.
Graphic 11                                  [image: image17.png]
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Graphic 12                          Observation guide:

6.  The skill emphasized the most in the class:

According to teachers’ opinion the skill they try to work the most in class is speaking, (70%), which is improved and the best developed through all the activities teachers do inside the classroom; as it is shown in the teachers’ opinion graphics below, the ability used the most is “speaking” followed by “reading” but it can be mentioned that writing and listening are emphasized. The observation shows almost the same results; when observing classes it was noticed that speaking was the skill worked the most, all the classes had a communicative focus and all the activities teachers did in the classroom aimed at using such ability – speaking; besides reading was the second skill worked the most with a 60% and it was confirmed when teachers took material to be read and discussed in the classroom.
Finally, the other two skills, writing and listening were worked in the class but in a low percentage; writing in a 25% and listening in 30 %. Moreover, the students think that effective speaking is the skill they worked the most in the classroom through all the activities teacher developed in class; besides, reading is the skill that was emphasized by teachers too and as the teachers’ opinion and observation results show, writing and listening were the skills that were worked with a low frequency in the classroom. It is noticed that the three opinions are in agreement that speaking and reading are the most frequently practiced skills in the classroom.              (See graphics 13, 14 and 15.)
Graphic   13                            Teachers’ opinion:
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Graphic   14                                             Students’ opinion:
 Graphic 15                      Observation guide.
                                                     
IV CONCLUSIONS


According to CLT characteristics, a communicative class is the one in which the center of the class is the student and the teacher is just a facilitator who will take different roles depending on the activity, and he/she just gives students the necessary tools which helps them to develop their abilities. The kind of activities used in CLT are focused on communication and students are the centre of the class and they are “the main responsible of their own learning” (Larsen & Freeman, 1986). During the learning process they become independent so that they do not need too much help from their teachers. Furthermore, the materials used in class are important tools and they play a big and important role in the learning process because they help students to develop their abilities. 

According to our research we conclude that:

·  100 % of teachers developed activities which enhance the use of speaking; this is done through a variety of activities done in class like: performing dialogues, discussions, oral presentations, etc.

·  80% of teachers affirmed that they frequently take authentic material to the class such as: magazines, charts, videos, material downloaded from internet, etc. which were useful for the class’s development. 

·  100% of teachers use the target language (English) inside the classroom to give instructions, directions, explanations, etc.

· The class is student -centred; we noticed that the activities were performed by the students and they were the main participants of the class. Teachers just organized the activities and monitored students’ work.
· The teachers encouraged students all the time to practice the language. This is another characteristic of CLT focused mainly on students’ feeling where teachers are supposed to motivate and encourage students to talk in the target language in order to improve the speaking skill and get the confidence to communicate with others.
· The roles teachers plays into the classroom were the ones stated in CLT characteristics such as: performer, guide, facilitator, friend, counsellor, monitor, manager, conductor and others.
· The teachers make a continuous emphasis on communication in the target language through interaction. The teachers through the different activities promoted the use of speaking in order to have students practice the language and improve the skills. 
· The students were exposed to examples of authentic language; it was through the use of authentic material such as videos, newspapers, magazines, and others.
· The students were independent from the teacher, they were involved all the time in the interactive activities and teacher was just a monitor while they were doing the activities.

 It could be observed that the majority of teachers followed in their classes characteristics of CLT (listed in pages 9-11).Through the class observation, the information gotten from the students’ questionnaire as well as the teachers’ questionnaire, we got important information about the development of the class.
 In order to do this research, first we read the Foreign Language Department curriculum in which it  is stated that the methodology teachers have to use in the linguistics skill development area for English teaching, is focused on communication; it was an important aspect taking as a base for our research; so that we conclude that the thesis of this work: If English teachers from Foreign Language Department  use the methodology stated in the curriculum, is confirmed and we conclude saying that teachers from such Department use the CLT as a methodology for teaching English.
RECOMMENDATIONS

· The Faculty of the Foreign Language Department should be aware of the methodology established in the Department’s curriculum. 
· In the Foreign Language Department there should be more information about the history of everything related to the methodologies used for teaching English in the Department.

· The Foreign Language Department’s curriculum should be updated frequently as well as there should be enough hard copies of it.
· There should be a library with updated and varied bibliography not only in English or Spanish, but also in other languages for students who want to do research.
· The reading skill should be more emphasized in classes, starting in the basic level in order to increase students’ vocabulary, so it could help students’ oral performance. 
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Sex: ____
Level: ________________              Teacher:________________________________
Teacher’s Observation Guide.

Objective: To know the methodology used by the teacher in the classroom.

Indications: Mark with an “X” the option of each sentence.

	Aspects to be observed:


	                          OPTIONS

	1
	The teacher tells students what they are going to do in class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	2
	The teacher encourages the students to speak in class


	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	3
	The teacher plays the role of conductor during the activities
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	4
	The teacher provides tasks which allow students to communicate in target language.


	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	5
	The teacher provides a variety of materials to be discussed in class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	6


	The teacher corrects students’ errors
	At the moment
	   Later
	Ignore

Them.
	students

correct them

	7
	The teacher bases the class on the textbook’s activities
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	8
	The teacher does different activities that enhance the use of speaking
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	9
	The teacher uses more extra activities other than the text book
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	10
	The teacher observes / monitors group work
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	11
	The teacher focuses on communicative competence rather than linguistic competence
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	12
	The teacher gives a feedback at the end of the class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	13
	The teacher encourages students to talk in class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	14
	The teacher does repetition activities in class  
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	16
	The students work in pairs in class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	17
	The students work in groups in class
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	18
	The students work on writing exercises
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	19
	The students talk more than the teacher during the activities
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	20
	The students take roles and perform real life situations
	always
	sometimes 
	rarely
	Never

	21
	The class is teacher –centred


	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	22
	The class is student – centred
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	23
	The most common activities done in class


	Role play
	Pair work
	Individual work
	teacher’s questions

	
	
	Reading
	Listening 
	writing
	discussion

	24
	The activities are done using real-life situation
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	25
	The material used by the teacher is authentic


	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never

	26
	The desks are normally arranged in…
	Semi-circle      
	Traditional.
	Circle
	Other

	27
	The role of the teacher in the classroom is
	Performer
	monitor
	Guide 
	manager


UNIVERSITY OF EL SALVADOR

SCHOOL OF ART AND SCIENCES

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Sex   Male___   Female ___  

Level ________________________________

Teacher s Name ________________________
Students’ questionnaire.

Objective: To know the methodology used by the teacher in the classroom. 

Indications: Read the questions and mark with a “X” the option given below.

	QUESTIONS
	                          OPTIONS

	1
	Does your teacher give you the opportunity to talk in class?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	2
	Does your teacher encourage you to talk and participate in class?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	3
	Does your teacher take to the class material to be read and discussed?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	4
	Does your teacher check the work you have done in class?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	5
	Does your teacher give clear instructions about what you have to do in any activity?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	6


	Does your teacher help you when you are doing any activity?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	7
	Does your teacher monitor you when you are doing any activity?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	8
	Does your teacher ask you to perform a dialogue with your classmates?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	9
	Does your teacher ask you to work in group to discuss a topic?
	English
	Spanish
	More English than Spanish
	More Spanish than English 

	10
	Does your teacher ask you to work alone solving exercises in class?
	By my own 
	By teacher’s request 
	never
	Peer pressure

	11
	Does your teacher ask you to pass in front of the class to talk about any topic?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	12
	Does the teacher dominate class discussion?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	13
	Do the students talk all the time in class during the activities?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	14
	Does your teacher give instructions in English?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	15
	Does your teacher correct your errors when you speak?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	16
	Do the activities done in class allow you to talk?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	17
	Is the material given by your teacher interesting for you?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	18
	 Are the activities based on real life situations?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	Never



	19
	Do the activities done in class are based on the ones in the textbook? 
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never

	20
	Which of these activities you do the most in a “normal”class?
	Solving grammar exercises
	writing paragraphs
	Working 
on their books 
	Discussing any topic in front of my class.

	
	
	Performing  dialogues
	Repetition exercises 
	Group work discussion 
	solving listening exercises.

	21
	What kind of material does your teacher usually bring to class?
	News-

papers/

Magazines 
	Internet sources
	V.C.R. 
	Flash cards 

	
	
	Tape recorder 
	Posters 
	Charts 
	Markers and erasers 

	22
	Do speaking activities allow you to improve such ability and feel more confident when you talk?
	always
	sometimes
	Rarely
	never

	23
	What is the language used the most in class by your teacher?
	English 

100 %
	Spanish
	More English than Spanish
	More Spanish than English 

	24
	Which of these skills are worked the most in
 Class?
	Listening
	speaking
	reading
	writing

	25
	When do you participate in class?
	By my own 
	By teacher’s request 
	never
	Peer pressure

	26
	How are the desks normally arranged?
	Semi-circle      
	Traditional.
	Circle
	Other

	27
	Are you motivated to participate in class?
	always
	sometimes
	rarely
	never


UNIVERSITY OF EL SALVADOR

SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Teacher’s Questionnaire.

Objective: To know the methodology teachers use in the Foreign Language Department.

Directions: Read the following questions and mark the option or options that apply to you with an X.

1. What activities do you use the most frequent in class?

     Pair work ____   repetition drill ___ role plays ____ grammar explanation ___

     Work group ___ discussion ____ games ____ others ____

2. Rank the seven most common activities you develop in class?

    Pair work ___ repetition drills ___ role plays ___ grammar explanation ___

    Work group ___ discussion ___ games ____ grammar exercises ____ 

    Information gap ___ others ____

3. How often do you use authentic material in class?

   Always ___ sometimes ___ never ____

4. Which of the following material do you bring to your classes?

   Articles download from internet ____ flash cards ____ videos ___ tape recorder___

   Magazines ____ charts ____ others _____ which ___________________________

5. How do you define your classes?

    Students- centered _____          teacher – centered _____      both _____

6. What are the three most common roles you play in class?

     Facilitator ___ monitor ___ guide ____ conductor ____ friend ____ 

     Counsellor ___   other _________

7. Do your activities allow your students to communicate in the target language?

   Yes _____                No _____ 
8. What are the most emphasized skills in your class?

    Speaking ____ reading ____ writing ____ listening ____ All of them _____

9. How are the desks arranged in your class?

   Circle ___ semicircle ____ rows ____ other ____

10. How do you correct students’ errors?

      At the end of the class ____ immediately after they make a mistake ____

      Ignore them ___    Have students correct the mistakes ____

11. What is the language you use the most to give instructions?

      English ____ Spanish ____ Both ____

12. Do you find textbooks activities boring?

      Yes ___         No ___

13. How do your students participate in class?

      By teacher’s request ____ by their own ____  by peer pressure ___ other ____

14. Do all the activities you develop in class come from the textbook?

      Yes ___            No ____

15. Do you know if the Foreign Language Department has a prescribed methodology 

      That teachers must follow?

      Yes ___      No ____    If yes, what it is? ____________________
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